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·1· · · · · · · · · - - -

·2· · · · · · P R O C E E D I N G S

·3· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·Good morning, everyone.· Good

·5· ·morning, everyone.

·6· · · · · · I note that the hour has

·7· ·come and that a quorum of this

·8· ·council is present.· All members

·9· ·have taken their seats, I'll ask for

10· ·all visitors to please retire

11· ·outside the rails and I will ask for

12· ·all sidebar conversations to please

13· ·be taken outside of the City Council

14· ·chambers.

15· · · · · · Also, please put your cell

16· ·phones on silent and/or vibrate.

17· ·Thank you very much.· To give our

18· ·invocation this morning, the Chair

19· ·recognizes Pandit Kasiram

20· ·Ramakrishna, founder and head priest

21· ·of the Vendagita Center, Inc., known

22· ·as the Sri Siva Vishnu Temple.· He's

23· ·here today as the guest of

24· ·Councilmember Dr. Nina Ahmad.· Will
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·1· ·all members and guests please rise?

·2· · · · · · HEAD PRIEST RAMAKRISHNA:

·3· · · · · · Hello, good morning.

·4· ·Namaskar to all.· I want to thank

·5· ·Council President and all the city

·6· ·Councilmember, and special thanks to

·7· ·Nina -- Dr. Nina Ahmad for inviting

·8· ·me here today.

·9· · · · · · I am going to recite a

10· ·prayer from Hindu scripture called

11· ·Vedas, which is the oldest

12· ·scriptures in this universe.· We all

13· ·will pray together for well-

14· ·being for all the whole human being

15· ·and this universe.· So I will

16· ·recite, then I will give a small,

17· ·brief explanation what I chanted,

18· ·the mantras.

19· · · ·(Reciting prayer in Hindu.)

20· · · · · · HEAD PRIEST RAMAKRISHNA:

21· ·It just says, may God protect all of

22· ·us.· May he nourish us all together,

23· ·may our studies be enlightening, may

24· ·there be no hate among us.· May we
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·1· ·all work together with great energy

·2· ·to protect our universe, our

·3· ·country, United States of America,

·4· ·and especially the city of

·5· ·Philadelphia.

·6· · · · · · May all sentient beings be

·7· ·at peace, may no one suffer from

·8· ·illness, may all see what is

·9· ·auspicious, may no one suffer from

10· ·poverty.· May all beings everywhere

11· ·be happy and free and may the

12· ·thoughts, words, and the action of

13· ·our own life contribute in some way

14· ·to that happiness and to that

15· ·freedom for all.

16· · · · · · All shanti, shanti, shanti,

17· ·shanti.· It's peace, peace, peace.

18· ·That is the main message from the

19· ·scriptures.

20· · · · · · Thank you once again, and

21· ·thank you the president for inviting

22· ·me today here.

23· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

24· · · · · · The Chair thanks you for
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·1· ·your invocation.· And Council will

·2· ·be at ease.

·3· · · · · ·(Council at ease.)

·4· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· · · · · · The next order of business

·6· ·is the approval of the journal of

·7· ·the meeting of Thursday, April 10th,

·8· ·2025.

·9· · · · · · The Chair recognizes the

10· ·Majority Leader Gilmore-Richardson.

11· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

12· ·Cindy Bass.

13· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Thank

14· ·you, Mr. President.· I move that the

15· ·journal of the meeting of Thursday,

16· ·April 10th, 2025 be approved.

17· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·It has been moved and properly

19· ·seconded that the journal of the

20· ·meeting of Thursday, April 10th,

21· ·2025 stand approved.

22· · · · · · All those in favor will

23· ·signify by saying aye.

24· · · · · · (Aye.)
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·1· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·2· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it,

·3· ·and the journal is approved.

·4· · · · · · The next order of business

·5· ·is a request for leave of absence.

·6· ·And the Chair recognizes Majority

·7· ·Leader Katherine Gilmore-Richardson.

·8· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GILMORE-

·9· ·RICHARDSON:

10· · · · · · Thank you, Mr. President.

11· ·On behalf of the majority, a leave

12· ·of absence is requested for

13· ·Councilmember Jones.

14· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

15· ·Leave is granted.· The Chair --

16· ·thanks to Councilmember.

17· · · · · · The Chair recognizes

18· ·Minority Leader Kendra Brooks.· The

19· ·Chair recognizes -- at this moment,

20· ·there are no leaves of absences for

21· ·the minority.

22· · · · · · Councilmember Gilmore-

23· ·Richardson, for the record, are

24· ·there any leaves of absences for the



Page 7
·1· ·Minority Party?

·2· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GILMORE-

·3· ·RICHARDSON:· Thank you,

·4· ·Mr. President.· On behalf of

·5· ·Councilmember Brooks, there are no

·6· ·requests for leave of absence on

·7· ·behalf of the minorities.

·8· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·Thank you very much.· So much for

10· ·tri-partisanship.· Isn't that what

11· ·it's called?

12· · · · · · The Chair recognizes

13· ·Majority Leader, Councilmember

14· ·Katherine Gilmore-Richardson for a

15· ·motion concerning certain

16· ·legislative matters that may arise

17· ·during the course of today's session

18· ·of council, and that not -- that

19· ·were not listed on the calendar

20· ·circulated prior to today's council

21· ·session.

22· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GILMORE-

23· ·RICHARDSON:· Thank you,

24· ·Mr. President.· I move that any of
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·1· ·the following matters, if considered

·2· ·today, may be added to the agenda

·3· ·for this session of council, and as

·4· ·required by law, subsequently

·5· ·published on an amended agenda after

·6· ·the consideration of those matters.

·7· ·Resolutions authorizing hearings,

·8· ·amendments to bills on first

·9· ·reading, the reconsideration of a

10· ·bill veto by or recalled from the

11· ·mayor, amendments to bills recalled

12· ·from the mayor, resolutions taking

13· ·substantive action to be voted on in

14· ·this session, a motion to withdraw a

15· ·bill or a resolution that is not on

16· ·the calendar, and a motion placing a

17· ·bill or a resolution on, or

18· ·returning a bill or a resolution

19· ·from the suspension calendar that is

20· ·not listed on today's calendar.

21· · · · · · The purpose of this motion

22· ·is to provide the public with notice

23· ·concerning possible actions by

24· ·Council that arose too late to be
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·1· ·included on the calendar that was

·2· ·published prior to today's session.

·3· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·It has been moved and properly

·5· ·seconded.· The legislative matter

·6· ·stated by Councilmember Gilmore-

·7· ·Richardson may be added to the

·8· ·agenda for today should those

·9· ·matters arise during the course of

10· ·this session of Council.

11· · · · · · All those in favor will

12· ·signify by saying aye.

13· · · · · · · · ·(Aye.)

14· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

15· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it,

16· ·and the motion carries.

17· · · · · · The Chair will dispense

18· ·with the regular order of business

19· ·to recognize the guests and visitors

20· ·joining us in chambers this morning.

21· · · · · · On behalf of all members of

22· ·City Council, I welcome you to our

23· ·council session.· We appreciate you

24· ·taking the time to join us as we
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·1· ·attend the legislative affairs of

·2· ·our great city.· We certainly invite

·3· ·you to come again.· The Chair

·4· ·recognizes Councilmember Mark

·5· ·Squilla.

·6· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER SQUILLA:

·7· ·Thank you, Mr. President.· I'd like

·8· ·to recognize we have a group of

·9· ·young students here from St. Mary's

10· ·right up here on the balcony up here

11· ·on the left.· And they're here to

12· ·see democracy in action, to see what

13· ·council is all about.· I'd just like

14· ·to give them a great round of

15· ·applause for coming out here to

16· ·witness.

17· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·They are here in spirit.

19· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER SQUILLA:

20· ·Yes, they left.· They were just

21· ·here.· So thank you for that.· I'd

22· ·like to thank you, Mr. President,

23· ·the committee on appropriation

24· ·reports.· I have three bills with a
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·1· ·favorable recommendation.

·2· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·3· ·Not at the moment just yet, sir.

·4· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER SQUILLA:

·5· ·Okay.· Thank you.

·6· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·7· ·But thank you, Member.· We're still

·8· ·going through welcomes.

·9· · · · · · The Chair recognizes

10· ·Councilmember Quetcy Lozada.

11· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:

12· ·Thank you, Council President.· I'd

13· ·like to ask you to join me in

14· ·welcoming three of the principals of

15· ·the 7th Council District who were

16· ·honored to have been recognized with

17· ·the prestigious Lindback

18· ·Distinguished Principal Award,

19· ·Awilda Balbuena, Nichole Polk and

20· ·William Lawrence.

21· · · · · · Please welcome.· Thank you

22· ·so much and congratulations.· As

23· ·well as Benita Williams and Vickie

24· ·Melvin, who are from the
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·1· ·Philadelphia Children's Alliance and

·2· ·we will be recognizing them as well

·3· ·later on in the session.

·4· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· ·Thank you.· The Chair recognizes

·6· ·Councilman Rue Landau.

·7· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LANDAU:· Oh,

·8· ·I would like to recognize state rep

·9· ·Izzy Smith-Wade-El.· Thank you so

10· ·much for being here.

11· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·Thank you for joining us,

13· ·Representative.· And he's also in

14· ·Harrisburg fighting to make sure we

15· ·receive funding for SEPTA.· So thank

16· ·you for standing up and fighting for

17· ·us.

18· · · · · · At this time, the Chair

19· ·recognizes Councilmember Driscoll,

20· ·who will present a resolution

21· ·honoring and congratulating the

22· ·Father Judge High School.

23· · · · · · Boys basketball team for

24· ·winning the 2025 PIAA 6A
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·1· ·Championship.· Would Thomas Coyle

·2· ·and those accompanying them please

·3· ·join the Councilmember at the

·4· ·podium.

·5· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER DRISCOLL:

·6· ·And Isaiah.

·7· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·Joining Councilmember Driscoll is

·9· ·Councilmember O'Neill, Councilmember

10· ·Harrity, and Councilmember Thomas.

11· ·And Thomas Coyle is the athletic

12· ·director.

13· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER DRISCOLL:

14· ·Well, thank you, Mr. President.

15· ·Today's a very special day for me

16· ·personally to have a team in my

17· ·district not only win the Catholic

18· ·League Championship, but then go on

19· ·several weeks later to win the state

20· ·championship.· It's a school that

21· ·has been near and dear to my heart

22· ·since I was a little boy.

23· · · · · · For those of you who are

24· ·old enough to remember the Catholic
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·1· ·school system, when I was at St.

·2· ·Martin of Tours, the wonderful nuns

·3· ·from the IHM they would tell you

·4· ·where you were going, when you were

·5· ·going, and how you were going.· And

·6· ·I thought up until February of my

·7· ·8th grade year, I thought I was

·8· ·going to Father Judge.· And I

·9· ·explained to some of the champions

10· ·today, I was very disappointed to

11· ·learn in February of that year that

12· ·I would be going to Cardinal

13· ·Dougherty High School instead of

14· ·Father Judge High School.

15· · · · · · The beautiful thing about

16· ·that was that I not only maintained

17· ·my friendships from the older guys

18· ·and my brother who went to Father

19· ·Judge, but I had a whole new class

20· ·of friends from Cardinal Dougherty,

21· ·and as father camp alone likes to

22· ·say, when I see him, he says that,

23· ·Mike, you're -- you'll always be an

24· ·adopted member of Father Judge
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·1· ·community.· So I'm thrilled to be

·2· ·here today on behalf of these young

·3· ·men.

·4· · · · · · This is not just an

·5· ·academic or athletic achievement;

·6· ·this is much more than that.· Father

·7· ·Judge High School for boys wants to

·8· ·make sure these young men not only

·9· ·succeed in their athletic programs,

10· ·in their spirituality, in their

11· ·academic programs, they want to make

12· ·sure these young men are prepared to

13· ·go into life.· And that's why I am

14· ·always proud to support the

15· ·programming up at Father Judge High

16· ·School.· They now -- Leader

17· ·Richardson, I know you've been

18· ·there, they now have an academic

19· ·wing and, yeah, right, a program for

20· ·with the welding and the trades.

21· · · · · · And so these young men are

22· ·coming out with opportunities to go

23· ·on to college or go on to make

24· ·$100,000 in the trades right away.
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·1· ·So -- but that's not what we're

·2· ·celebrating today.· What we're

·3· ·celebrating is this wonderful

·4· ·achievement of these young men.

·5· · · · · · The early morning hours

·6· ·they had to get up, the late nights,

·7· ·the practices, balancing their

·8· ·schedules with their academics.· And

·9· ·so we as a council invited you here

10· ·today to present to you and to the

11· ·school a proclamation proclaiming

12· ·your wonderful achievement.· So I'll

13· ·start out.

14· · · · · · Whereas on Saturday, May

15· ·29th, the Father Judge High School

16· ·Boys basketball team finished its

17· ·historic season by winning the 2025

18· ·PIAA Class 6A championship and

19· ·cementing their legacy in crusader

20· ·history.· And --

21· · · · · · COUNCILMAN HARRITY:

22· ·Whereas under the leadership of head

23· ·Coach Chris Rountree and assistant

24· ·Coach Jim Reeds, who both played on
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·1· ·Judge's last Catholic League

·2· ·championship team in 1998 and

·3· ·inspired by the trials and losses of

·4· ·seasons prior, The Father Judge

·5· ·Crusaders went 24 at seven this

·6· ·season.

·7· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER THOMAS:  I

·8· ·just want to take a moment of

·9· ·personal privilege to thank the

10· ·district Councilmember for

11· ·acknowledging these young people.

12· ·And as a member of PIAA District 12

13· ·board, it's truly an honor to see

14· ·Father Judge win a 6A championship.

15· · · · · · Whereas the season

16· ·highlights included winning the

17· ·Philadelphia Catholic League

18· ·Championship, which I had the --

19· ·actually the privilege to be at.

20· ·And I can honestly say it was a

21· ·phenomenal game, and it was a

22· ·championship game that I won't

23· ·forget anytime soon.

24· · · · · · Winning the Catholic League
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·1· ·Championship for the first time in

·2· ·20 years.· The first state playoff

·3· ·run for the Crusaders culminated at

·4· ·the Giant Center in Hershey,

·5· ·Pennsylvania, where -- when they

·6· ·faced off against Roman Catholic for

·7· ·the 2025 PIAA 6A Championship.

·8· · · · · · And whereas with the score

·9· ·tied at 36 entering half time, the

10· ·Crusaders continued pushing with

11· ·offensive excellence and a strong

12· ·defense, winning the game 71 to 60

13· ·in the first state championship for

14· ·Father Judge in school history.· And

15· ·--

16· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'NEILL:

17· · · · · · Whereas through their

18· ·historic victory and exemplary

19· ·sportsmanship, the Father Judge High

20· ·School boys basketball team has

21· ·brought tremendous pride not only to

22· ·their school, but to the entire

23· ·Northeast Philadelphia and certainly

24· ·to all the Judge families in my
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·1· ·district.

·2· · · · · · And establishing themselves

·3· ·in Coach Rountree's words, as the

·4· ·best team in Judge history, and

·5· ·that's really making a statement,

·6· ·whose legacy is now cemented in the

·7· ·record books as the first to achieve

·8· ·this milestone.· Now therefore be it

·9· ·--

10· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER DRISCOLL:

11· · · · · · ·-- resolved by the Council

12· ·of the City of Philadelphia hereby

13· ·honors and congratulates the Father

14· ·Judge High School boys team for

15· ·winning the 2025 PIAA 6A

16· ·Championship and further resolved

17· ·that an engrossed copy of this

18· ·resolution be presented to the

19· ·Father Judge High School boys

20· ·basketball team with the utmost

21· ·respect and admiration of this

22· ·legislative body.

23· · · · · · And Mr. President, before

24· ·you bring up the athletic department
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·1· ·leadership, I also want to

·2· ·congratulate the young men and the

·3· ·organization of Roman Catholic High

·4· ·School, who also has wonderful

·5· ·programs and has a historic legacy

·6· ·in this city.· And I should note

·7· ·that Coach McNesby, who is a -- will

·8· ·be a Hall of Fame coach in his own

·9· ·right someday, does a wonderful job

10· ·with that program.

11· · · · · · But these young men behind

12· ·me not only beat them once this

13· ·season, not only beat them twice,

14· ·but beat them three times.· So one

15· ·more time for these young men.

16· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

17· ·The Chair recognizes Thomas Coyle,

18· ·Athletic Director.

19· · · · · · MR. COYLE:· Gratitude.  I

20· ·think as you see these young men

21· ·here in front of you, we're a school

22· ·located in northeast Philadelphia,

23· ·and our friends from northeast

24· ·Philadelphia that represent us,
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·1· ·Councilman O'Neill and Councilman

·2· ·Driscoll, we're grateful for their

·3· ·work.· But our gratitude really, as

·4· ·you see these young men, I think

·5· ·it's important that we mentioned

·6· ·that championship game was played in

·7· ·Hershey, this great state of

·8· ·Pennsylvania, this commonwealth of

·9· ·Pennsylvania.

10· · · · · · Father Judge's basketball

11· ·team represented Philadelphia, and

12· ·they really represented the great

13· ·things that occur in those youth

14· ·organizations, in those playgrounds,

15· ·in those recreation centers.· These

16· ·young men stand behind me, they're

17· ·young guys that went to a basketball

18· ·court one day in the city of

19· ·Philadelphia.· And our school

20· ·encompasses students that come from

21· ·all across Philadelphia.· They went

22· ·to basketball practice, or they went

23· ·to a basketball game one day with

24· ·the parents, and they've been able
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·1· ·to live out a dream.

·2· · · · · · The last couple months for

·3· ·them have been outstanding, they've

·4· ·shared something that they'll

·5· ·remember for the rest of their

·6· ·lives, and that started as young

·7· ·people throughout the city of

·8· ·Philadelphia.· I think the entire

·9· ·city should be proud of not only

10· ·what our guys had accomplished, but

11· ·the fact that Roman Catholic was

12· ·able to accomplish so many great

13· ·things.· But behind me are young

14· ·people who take their education

15· ·serious, who are so legion

16· ·gentlemen, who make sure that they

17· ·do the right things every day in

18· ·school, and certainly compete at a

19· ·very high level.

20· · · · · · We couldn't be more proud

21· ·of them, we couldn't be more

22· ·grateful to the city of Philadelphia

23· ·and the opportunities that the

24· ·city's provided for these young guys
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·1· ·throughout their lives.· They're

·2· ·grateful.· We thank you for

·3· ·everything you do for us.· Thank

·4· ·you.

·5· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·Council will be at ease.

·7· · · · · · MR. KILKENNY:· On behalf of

·8· ·the Father Judge basketball team, my

·9· ·name is Ryan Kilkenny.· I'm an

10· ·assistant coach.· We'd like to thank

11· ·Council for having us in today.· As

12· ·these young men behind us, we've

13· ·discussed our motto at Father Judge

14· ·is to be who you are and be that

15· ·well.· Our young student athletes

16· ·have strived not only in the

17· ·classroom with the commute -- with a

18· ·cumulative, excuse me, 3.74 GPA.· We

19· ·also have two athletes one who's not

20· ·with us here today, Everett Barnes

21· ·who is a 4.0 student who will be

22· ·going to Loyola Baltimore.

23· · · · · · Also, the state MVP, Kevair

24· ·Kennedy, will be going on for a full



Page 24
·1· ·academic and athletic scholarship to

·2· ·Merrimack University.· As well as

·3· ·our other three seniors, Kevin Beck

·4· ·who will be going to Montclair State

·5· ·University, Kiev Rucker, who will be

·6· ·playing football at Lockhaven

·7· ·University, and Dylan Hanley, who

·8· ·will be continuing to play

·9· ·basketball at Elizabethtown

10· ·University.

11· · · · · · So again, we thank you very

12· ·much for the honor to be down here

13· ·today and appreciate all the

14· ·support.

15· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· ·Council will now be at ease.

17· · · · · ·(Council at ease.)

18· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· · · · · · The next order of business

20· ·is communications.· The Chair

21· ·request that the Sergeant at Arm

22· ·deliver the messages from the Mayor

23· ·to the Chief Clerk.

24· · · · · · Will the Chief Clerk please
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·1· ·read the messages from the Mayor and

·2· ·any other communications in her

·3· ·possession?

·4· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· To the

·5· ·President and members of Council of

·6· ·the city of Philadelphia, I'm

·7· ·transmitting for the consideration

·8· ·of your honorable body, a resolution

·9· ·appointing Chris Collum to the Board

10· ·of Directors of the Center City

11· ·District, a resolution appointing

12· ·Allan Domb to the Board of Directors

13· ·of the Center City District.

14· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

15· ·Excuse me, Chief Clerk, please.· The

16· ·Council will be at ease.

17· · · · · ·(Council at ease.)

18· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· ·Please resume.

20· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:  A

21· ·resolution appointing Jim Pearlstein

22· ·to the Board of Directors of the

23· ·Center City District.· A resolution

24· ·reappointing Carol Watson to the
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·1· ·Board of Directors of the Center

·2· ·City District.· A resolution

·3· ·reappointing Tina Byles Williams to

·4· ·the Board of Directors of the Center

·5· ·City District.

·6· · · · · · And a resolution

·7· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

·8· ·Bank to dispose of 100 Emily Street,

·9· ·2315 South Marshall Street, 518

10· ·Pierce Street, 2549 South 3rd

11· ·Street, 2117 South 6th Street,

12· ·located in the 1st

13· ·Councilmatic District, in accordance

14· ·with the terms of Chapter 16-700 of

15· ·the Philadelphia Code.

16· · · · · · And a resolution

17· ·authorizing the Commissioner of

18· ·Public Property to execute and

19· ·deliver to the Philadelphia

20· ·Redevelopment Authority deeds

21· ·conveying fee simple title to 2045,

22· ·2054 East Auburn Street, 2051 East

23· ·Rush Street, 518 Pierce Street, 2315

24· ·South Marshall Street in the 1st
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·1· ·Councilmatic District of the city of

·2· ·Philadelphia.

·3· · · · · · And further authorizing the

·4· ·Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority

·5· ·to transfer to the Philadelphia Land

·6· ·Bank fee simple title to such

·7· ·properties pursuant to Section

·8· ·1416-405 of the Philadelphia Code.

·9· · · · · · And resolution authorizing

10· ·the Philadelphia Land Bank to

11· ·dispose of 1610 South 56th Street

12· ·located in the 3rd Councilmatic

13· ·District, in accordance with the

14· ·terms of chapter 16-700 of the

15· ·Philadelphia Code.

16· · · · · · And a resolution

17· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

18· ·Bank to dispose of 4947 through 49,

19· ·4951, 4953, 4955, 4957, 4967, 4969

20· ·through 73, 4979, 4981, 4983, 4985,

21· ·4987, 4989, 4989-and-a-half, 4991,

22· ·4991-and-a-half West Girard Avenue

23· ·located in the 4th Councilmatic

24· ·District, in accordance with the
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·1· ·terms of Chapter 16-700 of the

·2· ·Philadelphia Code.

·3· · · · · · And a resolution

·4· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

·5· ·Bank to dispose of 1412, 1416, 1421,

·6· ·1429, and 1435 North 17th Street

·7· ·located in the 5th Councilmatic

·8· ·District, in accordance with the

·9· ·terms of chapter 16-700 of the

10· ·Philadelphia Code.

11· · · · · · And a resolution

12· ·authorizing the Commissioner of

13· ·Public Property to execute and

14· ·deliver to the Philadelphia

15· ·Redevelopment Authority deeds

16· ·conveying fee simple title to 3101

17· ·North 8th Street in the 5th

18· ·Councilmatic District of the city of

19· ·Philadelphia.· And further also

20· ·authorizing the Philadelphia

21· ·Redevelopment Authority to transfer

22· ·to the Philadelphia Land Bank fee

23· ·simple title to such properties

24· ·pursuant to Section 16-405 of the
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·1· ·Philadelphia Code.

·2· · · · · · And a resolution

·3· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

·4· ·Bank to dispose of 1520 through 40

·5· ·Venango Street, and 1600 through 20

·6· ·Venango Street located in the 8th

·7· ·Councilmatic District, in accordance

·8· ·with the terms of Chapter 16-700 of

·9· ·the Philadelphia Code.

10· · · · · · And a resolution

11· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

12· ·Bank to dispose of 423 through 27,

13· ·429 through 39, including 429

14· ·through 39 rear East Ashmead Street,

15· ·226, 260, 278, 313, aka, 313 through

16· ·15 East Bringhurst Street, 49 East

17· ·Earlham Street, 4635 Germantown

18· ·Avenue, 30 Good Street, 5608, 5618,

19· ·5619, 5642, 5669 High School Street,

20· ·4946 Kaiser Street, 5514, 5515, 5642

21· ·Morton Street, 6672, 6674 Musgrave

22· ·Street, 53 East Pastorius Street,

23· ·207 East Penn Street, 248 East Phil

24· ·Ellena Street, 4244 Rieger Street,
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·1· ·35 East Seymour Street, 227, 261,

·2· ·and 263 East Sharpnack Street, 218,

·3· ·326, 342, and 343 Shedaker Street,

·4· ·4951, 4957, 4961 and 4975 Sheldon

·5· ·Street, 111 and 112, Springer

·6· ·Street, and 4925 and 5222 Wakefield

·7· ·Street located in the 8th

·8· ·Councilmatic District, in accordance

·9· ·with the terms of Chapter 16-700 of

10· ·the Philadelphia Code.

11· · · · · · And to the members --

12· ·President and members of the Council

13· ·of the city of Philadelphia, I'm

14· ·pleased to advise you that on April

15· ·22nd, 2025, I signed the following

16· ·bill, which passed Council audit

17· ·session on April 10th, 2025.· Bill

18· ·No. 240333.

19· · · · · · And pursuant to Sections

20· ·4-604 and 2-307 of the Philadelphia

21· ·Home Rule Charter, I am today

22· ·transmitting to the Council the

23· ·recommendation of the City Planning

24· ·Commission on the following bills:
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·1· · · · · · Bill No. 250175, approval

·2· ·with amendments.· Bill No. 250207,

·3· ·250241, 250242, 250243, 250291,

·4· ·approval with amendments 250293, 45

·5· ·days.· 250333 and 250334, 35 -- 45

·6· ·days.

·7· · · · · · Council President, there

·8· ·are no further communications in my

·9· ·possession.

10· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·Thank you.· The messages will be

12· ·printed in the journal.

13· · · · · · The next order of business

14· ·is the introduction of bills and

15· ·resolutions.

16· · · · · · The Chair recognizes

17· ·Councilmember Dr. Anthony Phillips.

18· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER PHILLIPS:

19· · · · · · Good morning, everyone.

20· ·Thank you, Council president.  I

21· ·have one bill for introduction today

22· ·and one non-privileged resolution on

23· ·your behalf, Council President.

24· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·1· · · · · · Thank you very much.

·2· · · · · · Will the Chief Clerk please

·3· ·read the title of the bill and

·4· ·resolution?

·5· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· An

·6· ·ordinance amending Section 2 of an

·7· ·ordinance Bill No. 180560 approved

·8· ·July 10th, 2018, entitled an

·9· ·ordinance authorizing The Revision

10· ·Of Lines and Grades on a portion of

11· ·City Plan No. 250 by striking from

12· ·the city plan and vacating the

13· ·legally open portion of Montour

14· ·Street from Adams Avenue to Foulkrod

15· ·Street under certain terms and

16· ·conditions by extending the period

17· ·for compliance with the terms and

18· ·conditions stated therein.

19· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·This bill will be referred to the

21· ·appropriate committee.

22· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And a

23· ·non-privileged resolution condemning

24· ·the act of arson committed against
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·1· ·Governor Shapiro at the historic

·2· ·Pennsylvania Governor's residence

·3· ·and expressing gratitude to the

·4· ·first responders for their heroic

·5· ·efforts, responding to the fire and

·6· ·denouncing all forms of political

·7· ·violence.

·8· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·This resolution will be placed on

10· ·the final passage calendar for

11· ·consideration.

12· · · · · · Our next session of

13· ·council, the Chair recognizes

14· ·Majority Leader Councilmember

15· ·Katherine Gilmore-Richardson.

16· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GILMORE-

17· ·RICHARDSON:· Thank you,

18· ·Mr. President.

19· · · · · · Today I offer three bills

20· ·on your behalf and two privilege

21· ·resolutions, one, on your behalf.

22· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· · · · · · Thank you very much.

24· · · · · · Will the Chief Clerk please
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·1· ·read the title of the bills and

·2· ·resolutions?

·3· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· An

·4· ·ordinance authorizing an

·5· ·encroachment in the nature of

·6· ·planners and benches in the vicinity

·7· ·of 2300 Market Street, Philadelphia,

·8· ·PA 19103, under certain terms and

·9· ·conditions.

10· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·This bill will be referred to the

12· ·appropriate committee.

13· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And an

14· ·ordinance authorizing various

15· ·encroachments in the vicinity of

16· ·2700 South 10th Street,

17· ·Philadelphia, PA 19148, under

18· ·certain terms and conditions.

19· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·This bill will be referred to the

21· ·appropriate committee.

22· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And an

23· ·ordinance authorizing an

24· ·encroachment in the nature of a
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·1· ·staircase in the vicinity of 1855

·2· ·Gladstone Street, Philadelphia, PA

·3· ·19145, under certain terms and

·4· ·conditions.

·5· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·This bill will be referred to the

·7· ·appropriate committee.

·8· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And a --

·9· ·and a privileged resolution calling

10· ·for the Committee on Transportation

11· ·and Public Utilities to hold

12· ·hearings to examine the feasibility

13· ·of a citywide daylight initiative

14· ·and help determine best practices to

15· ·protect cyclists, ensure pedestrian

16· ·safety and prevent needless traffic

17· ·deaths.

18· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· ·This resolution will be placed on

20· ·today's final passages calendar.

21· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And a

22· ·privileged resolution celebrating

23· ·the selection of The Upcycled Self,

24· ·a memoir on the art of becoming who
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·1· ·we are by Tariq Trotter for the

·2· ·2025, One Book, One Philadelphia

·3· ·program.

·4· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· · · · · · This resolution will be

·6· ·placed on today's final passage

·7· ·calendar.· The Chair recognizes

·8· ·Councilman Jamie Gauthier.

·9· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GAUTHIER:

10· · · · · · Good morning, Council

11· ·President.· Today I have two bills

12· ·and one privileged resolution.

13· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· ·Thank you very much.

15· · · · · · Will the Chief Clerk please

16· ·read the title of the bills and

17· ·privileged resolution?

18· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· An

19· ·ordinance to amend the Philadelphia

20· ·zoning maps by changing the zoning

21· ·designations of certain areas of

22· ·land located within an area bounded

23· ·by Pelton Avenue, Preston Street,

24· ·Filbert Street and 41st Street.
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·1· · · · · · And to amend Title 14 of

·2· ·the Philadelphia Code by adding

·3· ·Section 14-544 entitled CSI Forensic

·4· ·Laboratory Overlay District and

·5· ·making other related changes, all

·6· ·under certain terms and conditions.

·7· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·This bill will be referred to the

·9· ·appropriate committee.

10· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And an

11· ·ordinance amending Section 14-533 of

12· ·the Philadelphia Code entitled Mixed

13· ·Income Neighborhoods Overlay

14· ·District to expand applicable areas

15· ·of the overlay in the vicinity of

16· ·49th Street and Woodland Avenue.

17· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·This bill will be referred to the

19· ·appropriate committee.

20· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And a

21· ·privileged resolution honoring and

22· ·congratulating the first graduating

23· ·class of the West Philadelphia Zoo

24· ·Scholars Program for their
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·1· ·outstanding accomplishments,

·2· ·leadership and dedication to the

·3· ·values of conservation community and

·4· ·lifelong learning.

·5· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· · · · · · This resolution will be

·7· ·placed from today's final passages

·8· ·calendar.

·9· · · · · · The Chair recognizes

10· ·Majority Whip Councilmember Isaiah

11· ·Thomas.

12· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER THOMAS:· Good

13· ·morning, Council President and good

14· ·morning colleagues.· Good morning to

15· ·the listening public.· Nothing

16· ·today.· Thank you, Council

17· ·President.

18· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· · · · · · Thank you very much, sir.

20· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

21· ·Rue Landau.

22· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LANDAU:· Good

23· ·morning, Council President and

24· ·colleagues this morning.· I have two
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·1· ·-- one bill and one privileged

·2· ·resolution.

·3· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· · · · · · Thank you very much.

·5· · · · · · Would the Chief Clerk

·6· ·please read the title of the bill

·7· ·and resolution?

·8· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· An

·9· ·ordinance amending Chapter 9-3500 of

10· ·Title 9 of the Philadelphia Code

11· ·entitled Fair Criminal Record

12· ·Screening Standards to amend

13· ·definitions, add clarifications, and

14· ·enhanced remedies, all under certain

15· ·terms and conditions.

16· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

17· · · · · · This bill will be referred

18· ·to the appropriate committee.

19· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And a

20· ·privileged resolution declaring

21· ·April 2025, a Second Chance Month,

22· ·in the city of Philadelphia.

23· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

24· · · · · · This resolution will be
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·1· ·placed on today's final passage

·2· ·calendar.

·3· · · · · · The Chair recognizes

·4· ·Councilmember Quetcy Lozada.

·5· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:

·6· ·Thank you, Council President.  I

·7· ·offer two privileged resolutions and

·8· ·an amendment to a bill.

·9· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

10· · · · · · Thank you very much.

11· · · · · · Will the Chief Clerk please

12· ·read the title of the resolutions

13· ·and amendment?

14· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· An

15· ·ordinance amending Title 10 of the

16· ·Philadelphia Code entitled

17· ·Regulation of Individual Conduct and

18· ·Activity by adding a new chapter

19· ·concerning vehicular mobile service

20· ·providers and providing for

21· ·penalties, all under certain terms

22· ·and conditions.

23· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

24· · · · · · This bill will be referred
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·1· ·to the appropriate committee.

·2· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· Oh, just

·3· ·one second, Council President.

·4· · · · · · · · (Pause.)

·5· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·Resume.

·7· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:  A

·8· ·privileged resolution recognizing

·9· ·and honoring the Philadelphia

10· ·Children's Alliance, PCA, and the

11· ·Philadelphia Department of Human

12· ·Services, DHS, for their

13· ·collaborative efforts in providing,

14· ·healing and justice to child abuse

15· ·victims during child abuse

16· ·prevention month in Philadelphia.

17· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· · · · · · This resolution will be

19· ·placed on today's final passage

20· ·calendar.

21· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And a

22· ·privileged resolution honoring and

23· ·congratulating principals from the

24· ·7th Councilmatic District for their
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·1· ·excellence in leadership as

·2· ·recipients of the 2025

·3· ·Lindback Award for distinguished

·4· ·principals.

·5· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· · · · · · This resolution will be

·7· ·placed on today's final passage

·8· ·calendar.

·9· · · · · · The Chair recognizes

10· ·Councilmember Jeffrey J. Young.

11· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER YOUNG:· Thank

12· ·you, Mr. President.· And good

13· ·morning.

14· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

15· ·Good morning.

16· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER YOUNG:  I

17· ·have one bill and one privileged

18· ·resolution and two non-privileged

19· ·resolutions.

20· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· · · · · · Thank you very much.

22· · · · · · Would the Chief Clerk

23· ·please read the title of the bill

24· ·and resolutions?
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·1· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· An

·2· ·ordinance authorizing encroachments

·3· ·in the nature of a sidewalk cafe in

·4· ·the vicinity of 115 East Girard

·5· ·Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19125,

·6· ·under certain terms and conditions.

·7· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·This bill will be referred to the

·9· ·appropriate committee.

10· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And a

11· ·privileged resolution authorizing

12· ·the Committee on Transportation and

13· ·Public Utilities to hold hearings to

14· ·investigate rail operators

15· ·responsibilities for cleanup,

16· ·maintenance and beautification of

17· ·transit entry points into

18· ·Philadelphia.

19· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· · · · · · Okay.· This resolution will

21· ·be placed on today's final passage

22· ·calendar.

23· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And a

24· ·non-privileged resolution
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·1· ·authorizing the Commissioner on

·2· ·Public Property to execute and

·3· ·deliver to the Philadelphia

·4· ·Redevelopment Authority deeds

·5· ·conveying fee simple title to 3101

·6· ·North 8th Street, in the 5th

·7· ·Councilmatic District of the city of

·8· ·Philadelphia.

·9· · · · · · And further authorizing the

10· ·Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority

11· ·to transfer to the Philadelphia Land

12· ·Bank fee simple title to such

13· ·properties pursuant to Section

14· ·16-405 of the Philadelphia Code.

15· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· ·This resolution will be placed on

17· ·the final passage calendar for

18· ·consideration in our next session of

19· ·Council.

20· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And a --

21· ·and a non-privileged resolution

22· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

23· ·Bank to dispose of 1412, 1416, 1421,

24· ·1429, and 1435 North 17th Street
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·1· ·located in the 5th Councilmatic

·2· ·District in accordance with the

·3· ·terms of chapter 16-700 of the

·4· ·Philadelphia Code.

·5· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·This resolution will be placed on

·7· ·the final passage calendar for

·8· ·consideration at our next session of

·9· ·Council.

10· · · · · · The Chair recognizes

11· ·Councilmember Brooks.

12· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BROOKS:

13· ·Thank you, Council President.  I

14· ·have one privileged resolution to

15· ·introduce today.

16· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

17· ·Thank you very much.

18· · · · · · Would the Chief Clerk

19· ·please read the title of the

20· ·resolution?

21· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:  A

22· ·privileged resolution honoring and

23· ·expressing gratitude to Philly Black

24· ·Pride for its ongoing work to center
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·1· ·and support underserved black and

·2· ·brown folks in the LGBTQ+ community

·3· ·and recognizing Thursday, April 24th

·4· ·through Sunday, April 27th as Philly

·5· ·Black Pride weekend in the city of

·6· ·Philadelphia.

·7· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· · · · · · This resolution will be

·9· ·placed from today's final passage

10· ·calendar.

11· · · · · · The Chair recognizes

12· ·Councilmember Jim Harrity.

13· · · · · · COUNCILMAN HARRITY:· Thank

14· ·you, my brother.· I have one

15· ·privileged resolution co-introduced

16· ·by me, Anthony Phillips and Cindy

17· ·Bass.· And one non-privileged

18· ·resolution on your behalf, Council.

19· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·Thank you very much.

21· · · · · · Will the Chief Clerk please

22· ·read the title of the resolutions?

23· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:  A

24· ·privileged resolution authorizing
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·1· ·the Committee on Labor and Civil

·2· ·Service and the Committee on Parks

·3· ·and Recreation to hold joint

·4· ·hearings investigating the city's

·5· ·enforcement of the healthy outdoor

·6· ·public spaces HOPS Law, and the risk

·7· ·that exposure to synthetic

·8· ·pesticides pose to the public and

·9· ·city employees.

10· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·This resolution will be placed on

12· ·today's final passage calendar.

13· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And a

14· ·non-privileged resolution urging the

15· ·general assembly to pass

16· ·legislation, allowing cities of the

17· ·first class to raise the minimum

18· ·wage to $15 an hour, an essential

19· ·step toward ensuring that all

20· ·Philadelphians are able to keep up

21· ·with the rising cost of living and

22· ·have the opportunity to build a

23· ·better future.

24· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·1· ·This resolution will be placed on

·2· ·the final passage calendar for

·3· ·consideration at our next session of

·4· ·council.

·5· · · · · · The Chair recognizes

·6· ·Councilmember Nicholas, Nick

·7· ·O'Rourke.

·8· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'ROURKE:

·9· ·Thank you, Mr. President.· I have

10· ·two bills, one non-privileged

11· ·resolution and one privileged

12· ·resolution that honors SEPTA transit

13· ·workers, the unsung heroes of

14· ·Philadelphia for their essential

15· ·daily work to transport us

16· ·throughout the city, keeping the

17· ·trains on the track, the trolleys

18· ·moving, the wheels on the bus going

19· ·round and round no matter the

20· ·conditions as it relates to the

21· ·trains on the track, though, I just

22· ·want to say that I'm honored to have

23· ·joining us in the chamber today one

24· ·of the people who do keep those
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·1· ·trains on the track.

·2· · · · · · Let's acknowledge

·3· ·Mr. Anthony Clark, who is one of our

·4· ·city's subway train operators who

·5· ·sent him back here representing

·6· ·SEPTA today.· We thank you, Brother,

·7· ·for your service to our city.

·8· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·Thank you very much.

10· · · · · · Will the Chief Clerk please

11· ·read the title of the bills and

12· ·resolutions?

13· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· An

14· ·ordinance providing for submission

15· ·to the qualified electors of the

16· ·city of Philadelphia of an amendment

17· ·to the Philadelphia Home Rule

18· ·Charter to provide for a mandatory

19· ·annual appropriation for the transit

20· ·access fund as approved by

21· ·resolution of the City Council,

22· ·fixing the date of a special

23· ·election for such purpose

24· ·prescribing the form of ballot
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·1· ·question to be voted on and

·2· ·authorizing the appropriate officers

·3· ·to publish notice and to make

·4· ·arrangements for the special

·5· ·election.

·6· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·7· ·This bill will be referred to the

·8· ·appropriate committee.

·9· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And an

10· ·ordinance adding Chapter 21-3500 of

11· ·the Philadelphia Code entitled

12· ·Transit Access Fund to establish the

13· ·purposes for which appropriations to

14· ·the transit access fund may be used,

15· ·and to establish public reporting

16· ·requirements related to the fund.

17· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·This bill will be referred to the

19· ·appropriate committee.

20· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And a

21· ·non-privileged resolution proposing

22· ·an amendment to the Philadelphia

23· ·Home Rule Charter providing for a

24· ·mandatory annual appropriation
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·1· ·through the transit access fund and

·2· ·providing for the submission of the

·3· ·proposed amendment to the electors

·4· ·of Philadelphia.

·5· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·This resolution will be placed on

·7· ·the final passage calendar for

·8· ·consideration at the next session of

·9· ·Council.

10· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And a

11· ·privileged resolution honoring SEPTA

12· ·transit worker, the unsung heroes of

13· ·Philadelphia, for their essential

14· ·daily work to transport

15· ·Philadelphians throughout the city

16· ·no matter the conditions.

17· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·This resolution will be placed on

19· ·today's final passage calendar.· The

20· ·Chair recognizes Councilmember Mike

21· ·Driscoll.

22· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER DRISCOLL:

23· ·Morning, Mr. President.· I have one

24· ·bill today and one privilege
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·1· ·resolution on your behalf.

·2· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·3· ·Thank you very much.· Will the Chief

·4· ·Clerk please read the title of the

·5· ·bill and resolutions?

·6· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· An

·7· ·ordinance authorizing the revision

·8· ·of lines and grades on a portion of

·9· ·City Plan No. 306 by striking from

10· ·the city plan and vacating Brill

11· ·Street from Richmond Street to

12· ·Salmon Street, striking from the

13· ·city plan and vacating Salmon Street

14· ·from Brill Street to the

15· ·northeasterly required right of way

16· ·line of Bridge Street and reserving

17· ·and placing on the city plan rights

18· ·of way for public utility purposes

19· ·and authorizing acceptance of the

20· ·grant to the city of said public

21· ·utility rights of way, all under

22· ·certain terms and conditions.

23· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

24· ·This bill will referred to the
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·1· ·appropriate committee.

·2· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And a

·3· ·privileged resolution honoring the

·4· ·life and legacy of his holiness Pope

·5· ·Francis, the 260th Supreme Pontiff

·6· ·of the Roman Catholic Church, known

·7· ·for his commitment to peace, social

·8· ·justice, and humility on the

·9· ·occasion of his passing on April

10· ·21st, 2025.

11· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·This resolution will be placed on

13· ·today's final passage calendar.

14· · · · · · The Chair at this time

15· ·recognizes Councilmember Brian

16· ·O'Neill.

17· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'NEILL:

18· ·Thank you, Mr. President.· I offer

19· ·two bills, plus one bill on your

20· ·behalf, co-introduced by

21· ·Councilwoman Gilmore-Richardson and

22· ·myself.

23· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

24· ·The good old bipartisanship.· Thank
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·1· ·you very much.

·2· · · · · · Will the Chief Clerk please

·3· ·read the title of the bills?

·4· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· An

·5· ·ordinance to amend the Philadelphia

·6· ·zoning maps by changing the zoning

·7· ·designations of certain areas of

·8· ·land located within an area bounded

·9· ·by Fox Chase Road, Castor Avenue,

10· ·Hoffnagle Street and Alma Street.

11· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·This bill will be referred to you

13· ·the appropriate committee.

14· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And an

15· ·ordinance amending an ordinance Bill

16· ·No. 887 approved September 16th,

17· ·1994, by amending an exhibit thereto

18· ·in order to increase the limit of

19· ·the amount of funding any entity may

20· ·receive in any fiscal year from the

21· ·Philadelphia Activities Fund.

22· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·This bill will be referred to the

24· ·appropriate committee.
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·1· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And an

·2· ·ordinance amending Section 19-1301.1

·3· ·of the Philadelphia Code entitled

·4· ·Homestead Exclusion to increase the

·5· ·amount of the homestead exclusion,

·6· ·under certain terms and conditions.

·7· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·This bill will referred to the

·9· ·appropriate committee.· The Chair

10· ·recognizes Councilmember Mark

11· ·Squilla.

12· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER SQUILLA:

13· ·Thank you, Mr. President.· And I

14· ·offer two bills, seven

15· ·non-privileged resolutions, five on

16· ·your behalf.

17· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·Thank you very much.

19· · · · · · Will the Chief Clerk please

20· ·read the title of the bills and

21· ·resolutions?

22· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· An

23· ·ordinance authorizing an

24· ·encroachment in the nature of
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·1· ·pedestrian lights in the vicinity of

·2· ·416 through 38 Spring Garden Street,

·3· ·Philadelphia, PA 19123, under

·4· ·certain terms and conditions.

·5· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·This bill will be referred to the

·7· ·appropriate committee.

·8· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And an

·9· ·ordinance establishing parking

10· ·regulations on the 1000 block of

11· ·Ludlow Street between 10th Street

12· ·and 11th Street, under certain terms

13· ·and conditions.

14· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

15· ·This bill will be referred to the

16· ·appropriate committee.

17· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLARK:· And a

18· ·non-privileged resolution

19· ·authorizing the Commissioner of

20· ·Public Property to execute and

21· ·deliver to the Philadelphia

22· ·Redevelopment Authority deeds

23· ·conveying fee simple title to 2045

24· ·and 2054 East Auburn Street, 2051
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·1· ·East Rush Street, 518 Pier Street,

·2· ·20 and 2315 South Marshall Street in

·3· ·the 1st Councilmatic District of the

·4· ·city of Philadelphia, and further

·5· ·authorizing the Philadelphia

·6· ·Redevelopment Authority to transfer

·7· ·to the Philadelphia Land Bank fee

·8· ·simple title to such properties

·9· ·pursuant to Section 16-405 of the

10· ·Philadelphia Code.

11· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·This resolution will be placed on

13· ·the final pass to this calendar for

14· ·consideration of the next session of

15· ·Council.

16· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And a

17· ·non-privileged resolution

18· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

19· ·Bank to dispose of 100 Emily Street,

20· ·2315 South Marshall Street, 518 Pier

21· ·Street, 2549 South 3rd Street, 2117

22· ·South 6th Street, located in the 1st

23· ·Councilmatic District in accordance

24· ·with the terms of Chapter 16-700 of
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·1· ·the Philadelphia Code.

·2· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·3· ·This resolution will be placed on

·4· ·the final passage calendar for

·5· ·consideration at our next session of

·6· ·Council.

·7· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And a

·8· ·non-privileged resolution appointing

·9· ·Chris Collum to the Board of

10· ·Directors of the Center City

11· ·District.

12· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

13· ·This resolution will be placed on

14· ·the final passage calendar for

15· ·consideration in our next session of

16· ·Council.

17· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And a

18· ·non-privileged resolution appointing

19· ·Allan Domb to the Board of Directors

20· ·of the Center City District.

21· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

22· ·This resolution will be placed on

23· ·the final passage calendar for

24· ·consideration at our next session of
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·1· ·Council.

·2· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And a

·3· ·non-privileged resolution appointing

·4· ·Jim Pearlstein to the Board of

·5· ·Directors of the Center City

·6· ·District.

·7· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·This resolution will be placed on

·9· ·the final passage calendar for

10· ·consideration in the next session of

11· ·Council.

12· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And a

13· ·non-privileged resolution

14· ·reappointing Carol Watson to the

15· ·Board of Directors of the Center

16· ·City District.

17· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·This resolution will be placed on

19· ·the final passage calendar for

20· ·consideration in our next session of

21· ·Council.

22· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And a

23· ·non-privileged resolution

24· ·reappointing Tina Byles Williams to
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·1· ·the Board of Directors of the Center

·2· ·City District.

·3· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·This resolution will be placed on

·5· ·the final passage calendar for

·6· ·consideration at our next session of

·7· ·Council.

·8· · · · · · The Chair recognizes

·9· ·Councilmember Cindy Bass.

10· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Thank

11· ·you, Mr. President.· I offer two

12· ·bills, one privileged resolution and

13· ·one non-privileged resolution.

14· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

15· ·Thank you very much.

16· · · · · · Will the Chief Clerk please

17· ·read the title of the bills and

18· ·resolutions?

19· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· An

20· ·ordinance regulating the direction

21· ·of movement of traffic on North 20th

22· ·Street between Erie Avenue and West

23· ·Tioga Street, all under certain

24· ·terms and conditions.
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·1· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·2· ·This bill will be referred to the

·3· ·appropriate committee.

·4· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And an

·5· ·ordinance establishing a one-way

·6· ·regulation on Winona Street from

·7· ·Lawrence Street to Morris Street

·8· ·eastbound.

·9· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

10· ·This bill will be referred to the

11· ·appropriate committee.

12· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And a

13· ·non-privileged resolution directing

14· ·the city pension funds to review and

15· ·act on investments in El Salvador,

16· ·ensuring transparency,

17· ·accountability, and fiscal

18· ·responsibility in light of recent

19· ·developments.

20· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·This resolution will be placed on

22· ·the final passage calendar for

23· ·consideration of the next session of

24· ·Council.
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·1· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And a

·2· ·privileged resolution recognizing

·3· ·Monique Moore Pryor's vision,

·4· ·leadership, and unwavering

·5· ·dedication to the Free Library

·6· ·Foundation of Philadelphia and

·7· ·ensuring that the free Library of

·8· ·Philadelphia remains a beacon of

·9· ·hope, education, and opportunity for

10· ·all Philadelphians.

11· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·This resolution will be placed on

13· ·the final passage calendar for

14· ·consideration of the next session of

15· ·Council.· The following resolution

16· ·will be placed on today's final

17· ·passage calendar.· It was

18· ·privileged.

19· · · · · · The Chair recognizes

20· ·Councilmember Dr. Nina Ahmad.

21· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER AHMAD:· Thank

22· ·you, Council President.· I have no

23· ·bills or resolutions today.

24· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·1· ·Thank you very much.· The Council

·2· ·will be at ease.· I want to dispense

·3· ·from the -- thank you very much.

·4· · · · · · I want to dispense from the

·5· ·regular order of business before we

·6· ·call out reports from committees.  A

·7· ·resolution that I introduce honoring

·8· ·the life and legacy of the first

·9· ·Latin Pope, Pope Francis.· I'm going

10· ·to ask everybody to stand up for a

11· ·moment of silence.

12· · · · · · He was a pope for social

13· ·justice, come from very humble

14· ·beginnings, and fought on behalf of

15· ·those most in need.· So we want to

16· ·take a moment of silence honoring

17· ·his life, legacy, and memory.

18· · · · · (Moment of silence.)

19· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· · · · · · The next order of business

21· ·is reports from committee.

22· · · · · · The Chair recognizes

23· ·Councilmember Bass for a report from

24· ·the Committee on Rules.
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·1· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Thank

·2· ·you, Mr. President.· The Committee

·3· ·on Rules reports out four bills with

·4· ·a favorable recommendation.

·5· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·Thank you.· Will the Chief Clerk

·7· ·please read the title -- please read

·8· ·the report?

·9· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· The

10· ·Committee on Rules to which were

11· ·referred the following bills:

12· · · · · · Bill No. 250207, an

13· ·ordinance to amend the Philadelphia

14· ·zoning maps by changing the zoning

15· ·designations of certain areas of

16· ·land located within an -- within an

17· ·area bound by Federal Street, 13th

18· ·Street, Wharton Street, and Broad

19· ·Street.

20· · · · · · And Bill No. 250242, an

21· ·ordinance repealing in its entirety,

22· ·Bill No. 240972 approved December

23· ·23rd, 2024 entitled An Ordinance

24· ·Amending Title 14 of the
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·1· ·Philadelphia Code entitled Zoning

·2· ·and Planning by revising certain

·3· ·provisions of Section 14-906

·4· ·entitled Market Street East Sign

·5· ·Regulations, all under certain terms

·6· ·and conditions.

·7· · · · · · And Bill No. 250243, an

·8· ·ordinance repealing in its entirety

·9· ·Bill No. 240971 approved December

10· ·23rd, 2024 entitled an ordinance

11· ·amending Title 14 of the

12· ·Philadelphia Code entitled Zoning

13· ·and Planning by amending certain

14· ·definitions relating to signs,

15· ·creating an area arena within the

16· ·center city overlay district overlay

17· ·and making related changes,

18· ·including a master plan requirement

19· ·and changes to accessory sign

20· ·controls, all in connection with

21· ·zoning rules for a proposed arena in

22· ·center city and approving a master

23· ·plan for the arena area, all under

24· ·certain terms and conditions.
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·1· · · · · · And Bill No. 250244, an

·2· ·ordinance repealing in their

·3· ·entirety the following ordinances

·4· ·all approved December 23rd, 2024.

·5· ·Bill No. 240966, granting the

·6· ·necessary authorizations for the

·7· ·city to help facilitate development

·8· ·of a new arena for the seven --

·9· ·Philadelphia 76ers.

10· · · · · · Bill No. 240967 authorizing

11· ·the execution of a service agreement

12· ·between the city and PAID.

13· · · · · · Bill No. 240968,

14· ·authorizing striking Filbert Street

15· ·from 10th Street to 11th Street from

16· ·the City Plan.

17· · · · · · Bill No. 240969,

18· ·authorizing striking certain aerial

19· ·portions of 10th Street between

20· ·Market Street and Filbert Street

21· ·from the city plan.

22· · · · · · Bill No. 240970,

23· ·authorizing the construction and

24· ·maintenance of various right of way
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·1· ·encroachments in the vicinity of the

·2· ·proposed arena.

·3· · · · · · Bill No. 240963 amending

·4· ·the existing gallery at Market East

·5· ·Tax Increment Financing District in

·6· ·the arena of the proposed arena, and

·7· ·Bill No. 240973 approving the

·8· ·amendment of a neighborhood

·9· ·improvement district in the area of

10· ·the proposed arena.

11· · · · · · Respectfully reports it has

12· ·considered the same and returns the

13· ·attached bills to Council with a

14· ·favorable recommendation.· There are

15· ·no further bills to report out from

16· ·the Committee on Rules, Council

17· ·President.

18· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· ·Thank you very much.· The Chair

20· ·recognizes Councilmember Bass --

21· ·Chairwoman Bass for a motion.

22· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Thank

23· ·you, Mr. President.· I move that the

24· ·rules of Council be suspended to
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·1· ·permit first reading this day of the

·2· ·bills just read into the record by

·3· ·the Chief Clerk.

·4· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· · · · · · It has been moved and

·6· ·properly seconded that the rules of

·7· ·Council be suspended, so I have to

·8· ·permit the consideration of the

·9· ·bills just read by the Chief Clerk

10· ·in today's assessment of Council.

11· · · · · · All those in favor of the

12· ·motion will signify by saying aye.

13· · · · · · (Aye.)

14· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

15· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it.

16· ·The motion carries.· These bills

17· ·will be placed on our first reading

18· ·calendar for today.

19· · · · · · The Chair recognizes

20· ·Councilmember Squilla for a report

21· ·from the Committee on

22· ·Appropriations.

23· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER SQUILLA:

24· ·Thank you, Mr. President.· The
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·1· ·committee on appropriation reports

·2· ·three bills with a favorable

·3· ·recommendation.

·4· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· ·Thank you.· Would the Chief Clerk

·6· ·please read the report?

·7· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLARK:· The

·8· ·Committee on appropriations to which

·9· ·were referred the following bills:

10· · · · · · Bill No. 250204, an

11· ·ordinance to amend Bill No. 240182,

12· ·approved June 14th, 2024, entitled

13· ·an Ordinance to Adopt a Capital

14· ·Program For The Six Fiscal Years

15· ·2025 through 2030, inclusive by

16· ·revising various appropriation

17· ·amounts and totals to conform to

18· ·amendments to the FY 2025 capital

19· ·budget ordinance, all under certain

20· ·terms and conditions.

21· · · · · · And Bill No. 250205, an

22· ·ordinance to amend Bill No. 240181

23· ·approved June 14th, 2024, entitled

24· ·an Ordinance To Adopt Fiscal 2025
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·1· ·Capital Budget by revising various

·2· ·appropriation amounts and totals,

·3· ·all under certain terms and

·4· ·conditions.

·5· · · · · · And Bill No. 250206, an

·6· ·ordinance authorizing transfers and

·7· ·appropriations for Fiscal Year 2025

·8· ·from the general fund, certain or

·9· ·all city offices, departments, board

10· ·and commissions; the water fund,

11· ·certain or all city offices,

12· ·departments, boards and commissions;

13· ·and the grants revenue fund, certain

14· ·or all city offices, departments,

15· ·boards and commissions; to the

16· ·general fund, certain or all city

17· ·offices, departments, boards and

18· ·commissions.

19· · · · · · The aviation fund, certain

20· ·or all city offices, departments,

21· ·boards and commissions; and the

22· ·transportation fund, certain or all

23· ·city offices, departments, boards

24· ·and commissions respectfully reports
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·1· ·it has considered and amended the

·2· ·same and returns the attached bills

·3· ·to Council with a favorable

·4· ·recommendation.

·5· · · · · · There are no further bills

·6· ·to report out from the Committee on

·7· ·Appropriations, Council President.

·8· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·Thank you very much.· The Chair

10· ·recognizes Chairman Squilla for a

11· ·motion.

12· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER SQUILLA:

13· ·Thank you, Mr. President.· I move

14· ·that the rules of Council be

15· ·suspended to admit the first reading

16· ·this day of the bills that were just

17· ·read into the record by the Chief

18· ·Clerk.

19· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·It has been moved and properly

21· ·seconded that the rules of Council

22· ·be suspended so as to permit the

23· ·consideration of these bills just

24· ·read by the Chief Clerk at today's
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·1· ·session of Council.

·2· · · · · · All those in favor of the

·3· ·motion will signify by saying aye.

·4· · · · · · (Aye.)

·5· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it.

·7· ·The motion carries.

·8· · · · · · These bills will be placed

·9· ·on our first reading calendar for

10· ·today.

11· · · · · · The next order of business

12· ·is the consideration of the

13· ·calendar.· I note that the bills

14· ·just reported from committees with

15· ·the suspension of rules have been

16· ·deemed to have had a first reading.

17· ·These bills will be placed on the

18· ·second reading and final passage

19· ·calendar for the next session of

20· ·council as there are no additional

21· ·bills on the first reading calendar.

22· · · · · · The Chair recognizes

23· ·Majority Leader Gilmore-Richardson

24· ·for the purpose of calling up bills
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·1· ·and resolutions on the second

·2· ·reading and final passage calendars.

·3· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GILMORE-

·4· ·RICHARDSON:· Thank you,

·5· ·Mr. President.· The following bills

·6· ·and resolutions are being called up

·7· ·from the second reading and final

·8· ·passage calendars today:· Numbers

·9· ·250337, 250339, 250342, 250343,

10· ·250347, 250348, 250353, 250354,

11· ·250355, 250356, 250357, 250358,

12· ·250361, 250102, 250148, 250176,

13· ·250177, 250203, 250208, 250209,

14· ·250240, 250241, 250271, 250272, and

15· ·25-274.

16· · · · · · The following bills and

17· ·resolutions on the calendar are

18· ·being held:· 250303, 250266, and

19· ·250267, 240665 is being amended.

20· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·Thank you.· Before considering the

22· ·bills and resolutions, we will

23· ·consider public comment as follows,

24· ·your public comment must concern
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·1· ·matters on the second reading and

·2· ·final passage calendars for its

·3· ·possible action in today's council

·4· ·session.

·5· · · · · · All speakers must sign up

·6· ·in order to testify.· If you have

·7· ·not already signed up for today's

·8· ·session, please do so now by giving

·9· ·your name to Ms. Hassen at the table

10· ·outside the rails to my left.· Once

11· ·you have signed up, you will be

12· ·called in the order in which your

13· ·name appears on the signup sheet.

14· · · · · · Under ideal circumstances,

15· ·public comment just will each have

16· ·three minutes to speak.· However, to

17· ·the time limit it may vary from

18· ·session to session.· Today due to

19· ·our extremely considerably long

20· ·public comment list, we will be

21· ·giving individuals one minute.· In

22· ·order to be fair to all those

23· ·wishing to speak, I intend to hold

24· ·faithfully to the one-minute limit.
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·1· · · · · · When you begin speaking,

·2· ·you will see a green light on the

·3· ·podium.· When there are 30 seconds

·4· ·remaining to your time, the light

·5· ·will turn yellow, which is your

·6· ·reminder to conclude your remarks.

·7· ·Once one minute have passed, the

·8· ·light will turn red and the Sergeant

·9· ·At Arms will disconnect the

10· ·microphone.· At that point, please

11· ·yield the podium to the next speaker

12· ·if you have not already done so.

13· · · · · · Now, I also reserve the

14· ·right under -- the right pursuant to

15· ·our rules of City Council to limit

16· ·repetitions comments on the same

17· ·subject matter.· So we have

18· ·extremely long list today,

19· ·predominantly on several same

20· ·subject matters.· I will now ask the

21· ·Chief Clerk to please read the name

22· ·of our first speaker.

23· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

24· ·Representative Ismail Smith-Wade-El,
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·1· ·May Theresa Theo, Sister Mary

·2· ·McNulty, and Sister Beth

·3· ·Bartholomew, Father Ryan, and

·4· ·Reverend Geliebter, excuse me,

·5· ·Geliebter also make their way to the

·6· ·podium.

·7· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·Representative, the floor is yours.

·9· · · · · · REP. SMITH-WADE-EL:· Thank

10· ·you, Council President.· Thank you

11· ·members of Philadelphia City Council

12· ·and of course, Councilmember Rue

13· ·Landau for considering -- bringing

14· ·up and considering the resolution

15· ·supporting the Ready to Rent Act,

16· ·which would help to seal evictions

17· ·older than seven years in the

18· ·Commonwealth.· Having been a council

19· ·president in Lancaster, I will try

20· ·to faithfully respect the time

21· ·limit.

22· · · · · · And so what I want to say

23· ·is this, my mother was born in

24· ·Washington DC in 1948 when it was
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·1· ·segregated.· She graduated from the

·2· ·University of Pennsylvania, taught

·3· ·35 years at Millersville, and now

·4· ·there is a school named after her in

·5· ·Lancaster because her parents were

·6· ·able to provide for her through her

·7· ·entire youth a stable home.· I am

·8· ·standing in front of you because two

·9· ·black parents were able to provide

10· ·for their child a stable home and

11· ·more and more in the commonwealth

12· ·that is under threat.

13· · · · · · And so the Ready to Rent

14· ·Act seeks to really stop us as we do

15· ·under Pennsylvania law from making

16· ·renter second-class citizens.· Just

17· ·as a bankruptcy or a foreclosure can

18· ·fall off a credit report after seven

19· ·years, pardon me, an eviction, a 7,

20· ·or 10, or 12 years old should not

21· ·prevent somebody from accessing

22· ·housing in this Commonwealth.

23· · · · · · And among the tens of

24· ·thousands of people against whom
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·1· ·evictions are filed every year, some

·2· ·number of them, some large number of

·3· ·them, in fact, I think Holly Beck

·4· ·from -- there we go.· Community

·5· ·Legal Services has the exact number.

·6· ·What they find is that the judge

·7· ·finds in their favor.· But if you

·8· ·have been a landlord, as I have, you

·9· ·know that often, as soon as they see

10· ·that eviction filing on the

11· ·background check, they throw that

12· ·application over their shoulder,

13· ·which is to say there are thousands

14· ·of Pennsylvanians being denied

15· ·housing over evictions that have

16· ·never actually occurred.

17· · · · · · And so I just want to say

18· ·as we work hard to make sure that

19· ·this bill passes the house and

20· ·passes the Senate to get to the

21· ·governor's desk in a bipartisan

22· ·fashion, I welcome the support of

23· ·the Council of the birthplace of

24· ·American Liberty and appreciate your
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·1· ·consideration this day.· Thank you

·2· ·very much, Council president.

·3· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·Thank you, representative.

·5· · · · · · MS. THEO:· Hi, my name is

·6· ·Theresa Theo, and I'm here to speak

·7· ·on Bill 250266 and Bill 250267,

·8· ·which is the 47th Street Project 2

·9· ·change the lane to a one-way

10· ·direction from a two-way and reduced

11· ·47th Street to a single travel lane

12· ·to install a 10 to 13-foot wide

13· ·parking protected bike lane.

14· · · · · · We recently testified at

15· ·the committee on the streets showing

16· ·OTIS did not conduct the proper

17· ·studies for this project.· We have

18· ·some issues that we'd like to raise

19· ·with the key impacts of reducing

20· ·47th Street to a single travel lane,

21· ·it creates a travel bottleneck.· The

22· ·OTIS plan lacks a solution for

23· ·managing the high volume of vehicles

24· ·during student drop off and pickup.
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·1· ·We realize this is a school district

·2· ·issue with busing.· However, until

·3· ·that knot is untied, the cars will

·4· ·still arrive at this intersection

·5· ·and we have no idea where they will

·6· ·queue and it's not included in the

·7· ·plan.

·8· · · · · · We have a restricted

·9· ·emergency access.· The EMT responses

10· ·for strokes, heart attacks, or child

11· ·injuries will be impeded on 47th and

12· ·Springfield during peak times.· And

13· ·I know I'm running out of time, so I

14· ·won't go through the rest of the

15· ·testimony.

16· · · · · · I'd just like to say that

17· ·we would like to encourage the full

18· ·Council to suspend this plan until

19· ·it can go back for further review

20· ·with the proper studies done,

21· ·because we believe the safety of the

22· ·streets should not be decided by

23· ·councilmanic prerogative.· In this

24· ·case, it should be the full Council
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·1· ·who looks at this to make sure that

·2· ·OTIS is conducting the proper

·3· ·engineering studies and properly and

·4· ·honestly engaging with the

·5· ·community.· Thank you.

·6· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·7· ·Thank you.

·8· · · · · · MS. MCNULTY:· Good

·9· ·afternoon, Council President and

10· ·Council.· My name is Sister Mary

11· ·McNulty.· I am principal of St.

12· ·Francis De Sales School and I'd like

13· ·to speak on 250266 and 250267.

14· · · · · · I just want you to know

15· ·that our school we have children

16· ·from 30-plus countries speaking 16

17· ·different languages in their homes

18· ·and coming from 31 zip codes.· With

19· ·that being said, we have ages 4

20· ·through 14 in that school, and we

21· ·have about 450 children.· What

22· ·happens is, I'm not opposed to the

23· ·direction of the movement of

24· ·traffic, that's fine, if it wants to
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·1· ·go one way.· I'm always looking out

·2· ·for safety.

·3· · · · · · And I have walked around

·4· ·with the captain of police, making

·5· ·sure that our dismissal is staggered

·6· ·and making sure that we use all

·7· ·available exits and roads.· However,

·8· ·I am concerned about the bike lanes.

·9· ·I do have a bike, so I'm not against

10· ·bikes, but the one thing is the

11· ·electric bikes.· Children step out,

12· ·parents step out.· Well, sisters, we

13· ·have elderly sisters, you don't get

14· ·to retire in our life.· So they're

15· ·83 plus and they're worried about

16· ·the bike lanes as well.· Most of the

17· ·bikes that I've seen up and down are

18· ·electric bikes, and I'm afraid

19· ·someone is going to get hit and

20· ·injured.· Thank you.

21· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· We have

22· ·Sister Beth Bartholomew, Father

23· ·Ryan, Reverend Geliebter, may

24· ·Virginia Lynn Hogman, Kristen
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·1· ·Ostendorf, and Monique Moore Pryor

·2· ·also make their way to the podium.

·3· · · · · · MS. BARTHOLOMEW:· Thank

·4· ·you.· Good -- good afternoon.· My

·5· ·name's Sister Beth Bartholomew, and

·6· ·I'm here to speak on behalf of Bills

·7· ·250266 and 250267.

·8· · · · · · And I just want to speak on

·9· ·some of the congestion issues that I

10· ·have witnessed since I've gotten to

11· ·St.· Francis de Sales.· I'm the vice

12· ·principal there.

13· · · · · · We've had at least a

14· ·handful of times an emergency

15· ·vehicle has struggled to get through

16· ·the traffic congestion at dismissal

17· ·due to the blockage of the roads.

18· ·We've had it in the case where

19· ·individuals are out there yelling at

20· ·the parents who don't always speak

21· ·English, but they're yelling at them

22· ·upset and expressing their

23· ·frustration either at morning

24· ·arrival or at dismissal.· We've had
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·1· ·at least three times that a driver

·2· ·of one car has decided to go through

·3· ·the school yard thinking that's a

·4· ·thoroughfare during morning arrival,

·5· ·which has been very concerning.

·6· · · · · · We've had when school

·7· ·officials have been out to help with

·8· ·warning arrival and dismissal,

·9· ·individuals have expressed their

10· ·frustration at them and at the

11· ·traffic congestion.· And we have

12· ·had, as sister said, the sisters

13· ·have been afraid with the bikes.

14· ·Thank you.

15· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· ·Thank you.

17· · · · · · MR. RYAN:· Hi.· I'm Father

18· ·Ryan.· I'm the priest in charge of

19· ·St. Francis de Sales Parish and

20· ·School, and I'm here for the Bill

21· ·250266 and 250267.· Again, I'm not

22· ·opposed to having the

23· ·one-directional street, but safety

24· ·is our concern because I've been
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·1· ·there for like nine months, I have

·2· ·seen drop off and pick up it's kind

·3· ·of chaotic.

·4· · · · · · Even our maintenance guys

·5· ·help out to -- with the kids

·6· ·crossing the street.· And now with

·7· ·this bike lane, 10 to 15 -- 10 to

·8· ·13-feet wide, you are going to cause

·9· ·congestion and conflict points that

10· ·will force the bikers to weave

11· ·around the kids, and the kids are

12· ·unpredictable.· We don't have a

13· ·fully fenced school, unlike other

14· ·schools, there's no fence.· So kids

15· ·can just run through the streets,

16· ·and we have elderly sisters.· So

17· ·that's my concern, is the safety of

18· ·our students.

19· · · · · · MS. HOGMAN:· Hello.· My

20· ·name is Lynn Hogman and I'm speaking

21· ·against Bills 250266 and 250267.

22· ·I'm a resident of the 4700 block of

23· ·Windsor, which is a street directly

24· ·affected by those bills.· 47th
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·1· ·Street between Baltimore Avenue and

·2· ·Kingsessing, which these bills would

·3· ·turn to a one-lane street is the

·4· ·sole access for two residential

·5· ·streets, 4700 Windsor and 4600

·6· ·Regent.· And this will deny people

·7· ·access to their houses.

·8· · · · · · In addition, there is a

·9· ·traffic problem, as has been said at

10· ·the St. Francis de Sales School.· If

11· ·this is a one-lane street, lines of

12· ·traffic will build up all the way

13· ·down, blocking access to these

14· ·streets and will also, if

15· ·alternatively, the traffic is --

16· ·parents are forced to pull over and

17· ·traffic is forced to go through,

18· ·they will send parents around on

19· ·Windsor Avenue, endangering small

20· ·children on this residential street.

21· ·And we can't even have speed bumps

22· ·on that street because it's narrow.

23· ·Thank you very much.

24· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·1· ·Thank you.

·2· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· We have

·3· ·Kristen Ostendorf, Monique Moore

·4· ·Pryor, McKelly Richards, Jeremy

·5· ·Blatstein, Kate Perez, and Jacen

·6· ·Bowman also make their way to the

·7· ·podium.

·8· · · · · · MS. PRYOR:· Good afternoon.

·9· ·My name is Monique Moore Pryor.  I

10· ·come before you today to thank

11· ·Councilmember Cindy Bass for

12· ·introducing the resolution and for

13· ·recognizing the work of the Free

14· ·Library Foundation.· Also, thank

15· ·you, Council President Johnson and

16· ·all members of City Council for your

17· ·unwavering support of the Free

18· ·Library.· I'd like to acknowledge

19· ·Library Director Kelly Richardson

20· ·for all his support, who will be

21· ·coming up shortly.· And to thank

22· ·Councilmember Katherine Gilmore-

23· ·Richardson for introducing the

24· ·resolution on One Book, One
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·1· ·Philadelphia.

·2· · · · · · I have been at the Free

·3· ·Library of Philadelphia since August

·4· ·of 2023, and I'm the inaugural

·5· ·president.· And it is with

·6· ·Humbleness that I share with you as

·7· ·a Phil -- a Native Philadelphian,

·8· ·and the daughter of two Philadelphia

·9· ·public school teachers that I'm

10· ·living my life's mission.· Please

11· ·visit us at Free Library --

12· ·freelibraryfoundation.org.· Thank

13· ·you.

14· · · · · · MR. RICHARDS:· Hi.· I am

15· ·Kelly Richards, President and

16· ·Director of the Free Library of

17· ·Philadelphia, and I'm here to

18· ·comment on the One Book, One

19· ·Philadelphia Resolution, introduced

20· ·by Councilmember Gilmore-Richardson

21· ·today, April 24th.· I want to thank

22· ·the Councilmember for her support,

23· ·for libraries, and reading.· And I'd

24· ·like to thank the entire City
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·1· ·Council for your support for the

·2· ·free library and our many programs

·3· ·that advance literacy, guide

·4· ·learning, and inspire curiosity

·5· ·throughout our great city.· I'm

·6· ·excited to be here today to

·7· ·celebrate the One Book, One

·8· ·Philadelphia program.· This is the

·9· ·23rd season of One Book, One

10· ·Philadelphia, which means that

11· ·Philadelphia has the longest running

12· ·One Book program in the country.

13· · · · · · So this year, our group of

14· ·librarians, teachers, and other

15· ·selected gem of book by

16· ·Philadelphia, a legend, Tariq

17· ·Trotter, known as -- known to many

18· ·as Black Thought from Roots.

19· ·Mr. Trotter wrote an amazing book.

20· ·The Upcycled Life, which chronicles

21· ·his youth in Philadelphia, providing

22· ·rich insights and reflections, many

23· ·of which are familiar to those of us

24· ·who love this city.· So I'm proud to
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·1· ·be here to honor this black author,

·2· ·this Philly author, this artist, and

·3· ·his thought-provoking book, and I'm

·4· ·excited to be -- to this selection

·5· ·for the big-read this year.· So a

·6· ·book this good should be celebrated

·7· ·and shared.· So the Free Library

·8· ·Foundation, we thank them for

·9· ·sponsoring the many events between

10· ·now and the end of May, and we

11· ·welcome all to come and support

12· ·these programs. So thank you.

13· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· ·Thank you.

15· · · · · · MR. BLATSTEIN:· Hello,

16· ·Council.· My name's Jeremy

17· ·Blatstein.· If you're going to talk

18· ·shit, make sure you have your facts

19· ·straight.

20· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·Time out.· You coming and speaking

22· ·during public comment, but could you

23· ·respect the decorum of this

24· ·institution?
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·1· · · · · · MR. BLATSTEIN:· Sorry, I

·2· ·apologize.

·3· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·All right.· So as we move forward --

·5· · · · · · MR. BLATSTEIN:· That was a

·6· ·quote --

·7· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·-- the language is totally in

·9· ·inappropriate.

10· · · · · · MR. BLATSTEIN:  I

11· ·apologize.· That was a quote -- that

12· ·was a quote.· I'm sorry.· That was a

13· ·quote.

14· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

15· · · · · · Okay.· Well, whoever quoted

16· ·it, they are not going to speak it

17· ·in this body at all.

18· · · · · · MR. BLATSTEIN:· Yes, they

19· ·-- yes they are, but it's okay.· So

20· ·we're talking about SEPTA.

21· · · · · · Thank you, Councilman

22· ·O'Rourke, for introducing these

23· ·resolutions supporting SEPTA, but

24· ·we're talking about the workers and
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·1· ·we just got to make sure that the

·2· ·workers and everyone knows that come

·3· ·May 20th, there's an election.

·4· · · · · · So we're talking about

·5· ·SEPTA, we're talking about making

·6· ·sure the city's funded, and I'm glad

·7· ·to see some members of council

·8· ·finally are deciding to ride SEPTA

·9· ·once in a while, and let's do it.

10· ·Raise your hand if you've rode SEPTA

11· ·in the last two weeks.· Oh, we got a

12· ·winner here.· Let's go, Councilwoman

13· ·Gauthier.

14· · · · · · And the last thing I will

15· ·say is even though the bills are

16· ·being held, I think that Jesus would

17· ·be for bike lanes.· I think that

18· ·safety over everything.· I don't

19· ·think we should be preventing bike

20· ·lanes from being built in the city

21· ·of Philadelphia over parking

22· ·concerns, because realistically,

23· ·that's what was coming down to.

24· ·Safety, safety, safety.· These
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·1· ·studies were done, it's clear that

·2· ·bike lanes are safe.· There's

·3· ·daylighting, and really when it

·4· ·comes down to that, they're upset

·5· ·about some parking.· So let's pass

·6· ·these bills.· Thank you.

·7· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·Thank you.

·9· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· We have

10· ·Kate Perez, Jason Bowman, may Doris

11· ·Cochran-Fikes, Holly Beck, Juan

12· ·Madrigal Garcia, Ms. Patrice, Kate

13· ·Parker, and Braheem Douglas also

14· ·make their way to the podium.

15· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

17· ·Lozada.

18· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:

19· ·Thank you, Council President.· When

20· ·I talk about respect in this

21· ·chamber, that includes everybody.

22· ·That includes everybody.· We have to

23· ·listen to everybody's public comment

24· ·in here, but disrespect is
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·1· ·unacceptable, and that includes you

·2· ·too.

·3· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·The council will resume.

·5· · · · · · MS. PEREZ:· Kate Perez,

·6· ·here to remind you that the

·7· ·occupying state of Israel has bombed

·8· ·every single university in the

·9· ·entire country of Palestine.

10· ·Philadelphia students and faculty

11· ·alike have been calling to divest

12· ·university money and sever

13· ·relationships that try to normalize

14· ·bombing kindergartens and self-

15· ·defense.· Visas are being revoked at

16· ·random and citizens are being

17· ·deported.

18· · · · · · The task force must

19· ·investigate universities willingly

20· ·handing over student and faculty

21· ·information without warrants.· Power

22· ·to the Yale students protesting the

23· ·internationally wanted war criminal

24· ·from visiting their campus, Philly
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·1· ·stands with you and war criminals

·2· ·are not welcome here either.· Pope

·3· ·Francis died this Easter with every

·4· ·Christian Church in Palestine burned

·5· ·down.· He was quoted saying, "I

·6· ·think of Gaza with so much pain, the

·7· ·level of cruelty, children being

·8· ·machine gunned, the bombing of

·9· ·schools and hospitals, what

10· ·cruelty?" Just an hour ago, the

11· ·occupation bombed an apartment

12· ·building and children are arriving

13· ·to destroyed hospitals --

14· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

15· ·Hey, Kate.· How are you doing, Kate?

16· ·Ms. Perez?· Ms. Perez?

17· · · · · · MS. PEREZ:· -- has a huge

18· ·lit up sign over our city.· Free

19· ·Palestine.

20· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·Okay.

22· · · · · · MS. COCHRAN-FIKES:

23· ·Greetings.· My name is Doris

24· ·Cochran-Fikes.· I live -- I'm a
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·1· ·homeowner at 48th in Baltimore.· And

·2· ·I'm going to cut my remarks short in

·3· ·deference to others.· But I just

·4· ·want to address the 48th Street part

·5· ·of the 48th and 47th Street's

·6· ·Traffic Safety and Complete Streets

·7· ·project.· The separated bike lane

·8· ·that's been installed on 48th Street

·9· ·receives very little use from

10· ·cyclists, yet 24/7 it disrupts sight

11· ·lines and makes it difficult for

12· ·pedestrians and drivers to see

13· ·approaching cars.· 24/7 residents

14· ·exit cars directly into approaching

15· ·traffic.

16· · · · · · Parking spaces have been

17· ·eliminated on every block.· Vehicle

18· ·loading and deliveries are

19· ·problematic.· Traffic congestion has

20· ·also increased due to the recent

21· ·reroute of the number 64 bus.

22· ·Separated bike lanes may improve

23· ·safety on high traffic streets, but

24· ·they are not well suited for streets
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·1· ·that are primarily residential.

·2· ·Before muddling 47th, OTIS needs to

·3· ·conduct traffic engineering studies,

·4· ·follow federal guidelines and

·5· ·standards, realistically assess the

·6· ·potential usage by cyclists lead

·7· ·with truth and regain the trust of

·8· ·taxpayers like me.· I'm a disabled

·9· ·senior due to that 48th street

10· ·separated bike lane, I no longer

11· ·feel safe crossing the street where

12· ·I live.· Thank you.

13· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· ·Thank you.

15· · · · · · MR. BOWMAN:· Good morning,

16· ·City Council.· My name is Jason

17· ·Bowman.· I am the Vice President of

18· ·Philadelphia Black Pride.· You-all

19· ·can give a little clap for that.

20· ·I'm here to support the resolution

21· ·done by Kendra Brooks honoring

22· ·Philadelphia Black Pride Week.

23· ·Philadelphia Black Pride has started

24· ·yesterday.
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·1· · · · · · I also want to say thank

·2· ·you to Councilperson Rue Landau and

·3· ·Kendra Brooks for hosting an event

·4· ·last night that honored local black

·5· ·and brown queer leaders in the city

·6· ·of Philadelphia.· Too many times, we

·7· ·-- those leaders do not get

·8· ·acknowledged or honored for their

·9· ·hard labor of community work, so I

10· ·want to say thank you.

11· · · · · · I also want to say thank

12· ·you to this legislative body for

13· ·making sure that when you guys are

14· ·passing bills through the people's

15· ·house, that you-all are making sure

16· ·that queer communities, especially

17· ·black and brown, disproportionate

18· ·people are actually celebrated and

19· ·uplifted in the bill that you guys

20· ·passed.

21· · · · · · So thank you.· I hope the

22· ·city comes out to celebrate

23· ·Philadelphia Black Pride Weekend.

24· ·There's tons of events happening all
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·1· ·throughout the city.· You can visit

·2· ·our website at phillyblackpride.org

·3· ·and I thank you very much.

·4· · · · · · MS. BECK:· Good afternoon.

·5· ·Thank you, Council President.· My

·6· ·name is Holly Beck and I work at

·7· ·Community Legal Services where I'm a

·8· ·divisional supervising attorney in

·9· ·our housing unit.· And I'm here to

10· ·testify in support of Council --

11· ·Councilmember Landau resolution,

12· ·urging the Pennsylvania General

13· ·Assembly to seal old eviction

14· ·records.

15· · · · · · We at Community Legal

16· ·Services of Philadelphia help more

17· ·than 13,000 people each year when

18· ·they face the threat of losing their

19· ·homes, income, healthcare, and even

20· ·their families.· And our housing

21· ·attorneys are in court every day

22· ·representing tenants facing

23· ·eviction.· This council has led the

24· ·way in eviction prevention.· And
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·1· ·thanks to the council's hard work

·2· ·and dedication over the years,

·3· ·evictions in Philadelphia are not

·4· ·what they used to be.

·5· · · · · · The Eviction Diversion

·6· ·program, Right to Council, and

·7· ·Renters Access Act have made our

·8· ·city a national model in preventing

·9· ·eviction and homelessness.· Yet

10· ·there are still 14,000 eviction

11· ·cases every year in Philadelphia and

12· ·more than 357,000 eviction cases

13· ·across the state since 2020.· And so

14· ·I'm proud to support representatives

15· ·Smith Wade's historic legislation to

16· ·seal old eviction records.· And I

17· ·thank the sponsors of this

18· ·resolution.

19· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· We have

20· ·Juan Madrigal Garcia, Ms. Patrice,

21· ·Kate Parker, Raheem Douglas, may

22· ·Vivian Chang, Silvana Mazzella,

23· ·Benita Williams, and William

24· ·Lawrence also make their way to the
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·1· ·podium.

·2· · · · · · MR. MADRIGAL:· Hello,

·3· ·Council.· My name is Juan Madrigal.

·4· ·I'm an attorney fellow at Community

·5· ·Legal Services, Philadelphia.· It's

·6· ·a pleasure to be with you here today

·7· ·to support Councilmember Landau's

·8· ·resolution declaring April 2nd

·9· ·chance month.· And also thank you to

10· ·Councilmember Landau for her focus

11· ·on, again, second chances, but also

12· ·fair chance hiring.

13· · · · · · Really quickly, community

14· ·legal services.· We are the largest

15· ·provider of free legal services to

16· ·low income Philadelphians in

17· ·Philadelphia.· And we've long

18· ·advocated alongside and with our

19· ·clients with criminal records to

20· ·remove their barriers that they face

21· ·to gaining gainful employment.· We

22· ·champion clean slate legislation and

23· ·at the state level that has already

24· ·helped over 1.5 million
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·1· ·Pennsylvanians seal their record and

·2· ·get that fresh start.

·3· · · · · · We recognize though, that

·4· ·far too many people in Philadelphia,

·5· ·too many Philadelphians, are still

·6· ·struggling under the weight and the

·7· ·stigma of their criminal records.

·8· ·They're denied the chance to move

·9· ·forward and create gainful

10· ·opportunities for themselves.· We're

11· ·thankful to Council for taking on

12· ·the important issue of fair chance

13· ·hiring for people with records and

14· ·to have -- to give us the

15· ·opportunity to inform on the changes

16· ·that are needed for Philadelphia's

17· ·Fair Hiring law.

18· · · · · · Philadelphia is already a

19· ·leader in fair chance hiring.· But

20· ·based on the feedback from our

21· ·clients and our own experiences

22· ·directly representing them, there's

23· ·still more we can do to make sure

24· ·that Philadelphia is the best city
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·1· ·in the country for advancing access

·2· ·to meaningful economic opportunity

·3· ·for justice impacted people.· Thank

·4· ·you.

·5· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·Thank you.

·7· · · · · · MR. DOUGLAS:· My name is

·8· ·Raheem Douglas.· Good morning.· Good

·9· ·morning, Council.· I'm speaking on

10· ·behalf of Councilmember Landau's

11· ·resolution recognizing April as

12· ·Second Chance Month.

13· · · · · · Once again, my name is

14· ·Raheem Douglas.· I'm the outreach

15· ·coordinator of the UNITE HERE

16· ·Philadelphia Hospitality Academy,

17· ·and also the Vice President of UNITE

18· ·HERE Local 274.· Let me tell you a

19· ·story about a man named Chris whom

20· ·went through one of our training

21· ·programs and graduated October of

22· ·2022.· He passed testing, receiving

23· ·a certification, went to the

24· ·interview, secure a offer letter for
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·1· ·one of our big-time employers here

·2· ·in the city.

·3· · · · · · After securing the offer

·4· ·letter of employment, he had to

·5· ·submit a background check.· He was a

·6· ·convicted felon, so therefore the

·7· ·company didn't move any further.· We

·8· ·didn't stop there though.· Spring of

·9· ·2024, we tried with the same

10· ·company, but a different location.

11· · · · · · Chris went on another

12· ·interview; they loved him and

13· ·therefore offered him a job again.

14· ·But guess what?· Yes, another

15· ·background check had to be

16· ·submitted.· Once again, after

17· ·accepting and securing the offer

18· ·letter, they declined him.· Let's

19· ·just consider this real quick.

20· ·Imagine completing a program,

21· ·passing testing, graduating with

22· ·stackable certificates, and going on

23· ·an interview where you do so well

24· ·that the company say, yes, we want
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·1· ·to hire you.· But the very necessary

·2· ·steps you're taking to better your

·3· ·condition is still being held back

·4· ·from your past trouble conditions.

·5· ·I wish I can go longer but I want to

·6· ·keep these conversations going.

·7· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·Thank you.

·9· · · · · · SERGEANT-AT-ARMS:· State

10· ·your name, for the record.

11· · · · · · MS. PARKER:· Yes, thank

12· ·you.

13· · · · · · Yes.· Good afternoon,

14· ·Council President and members of

15· ·council.· My name's Kate Parker.  I

16· ·am the Director of Policy at the

17· ·Defender Association of

18· ·Philadelphia.· Chief Defender Hudson

19· ·asked me to offer public comment

20· ·today to thank you all for declaring

21· ·April Second Chances month, and for

22· ·your continued efforts to ensure

23· ·Philadelphians who have been

24· ·entangled with the criminal legal
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·1· ·system have an opportunity to put

·2· ·their past behind them, and to be

·3· ·evaluated truly on their merits when

·4· ·applying for work.

·5· · · · · · The Philadelphia's Fair

·6· ·Chance Hiring Initiative already has

·7· ·made strides towards breaking the

·8· ·cycle of incarceration, but we

·9· ·strongly support collaborative

10· ·efforts led by Councilmember Landau

11· ·to make the ordinance even stronger.

12· ·As many of you are aware, our offer

13· ·-- our office with the support of

14· ·grant funding has recently launched

15· ·our first formal re-entry program,

16· ·Bridge Home.· We're proud -- we're

17· ·proud to announce we actively are

18· ·serving over a dozen people.· And

19· ·while they are all individuals who

20· ·have individual needs, they face

21· ·systemic barriers.

22· · · · · · I also would be remiss if I

23· ·didn't remind Council that we are

24· ·asking for money in our budget this
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·1· ·year to support similar programming

·2· ·for young people exiting the

·3· ·detention center or placements.

·4· ·Thank you very much for your support

·5· ·of our neighbors, our clients, our

·6· ·family members, and our community.

·7· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·Thank you.

·9· · · · · · SERGEANT-AT-ARMS:· State

10· ·your name, for the record.

11· · · · · · MS. MAZZELLA:· Silvana

12· ·Mazzella, Lead Executive Officer at

13· ·Prevention Point Philadelphia.· I'm

14· ·here today because I'm really

15· ·wanting to thank the Council for all

16· ·the work you do and the difficult

17· ·decisions you make for the city.

18· ·I'm very proud and honored to

19· ·support Councilmember O'Rourke's

20· ·resolution to honor our SEPTA

21· ·workers.· We have people that are

22· ·extremely hardworking, brave and

23· ·transport thousands of employees and

24· ·students all across the city helping
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·1· ·our economy.· It's also a green

·2· ·alternative to car driving.

·3· · · · · · We want to also support a

·4· ·very modest percentage of the

·5· ·general fund budget going into a

·6· ·Transit Access Fund.· The Zero Fare

·7· ·program would be expanded through

·8· ·this.· We have seen people benefit

·9· ·from this, some of our most

10· ·vulnerable citizens who can't get to

11· ·healthcare or volunteer events or

12· ·other things without the Zero Fare

13· ·program.· And also to support

14· ·expansion of the SEPTA Key program.

15· ·We know many employees throughout

16· ·the city that benefit from that

17· ·transit subsidy.

18· · · · · · ·I also wanted to talk for

19· ·a minute about the mobile ordinance.

20· ·Also a very difficult choice, and we

21· ·totally understand why a mobile

22· ·ordinance is needed and there needs

23· ·to be regulation.· There are a few

24· ·parts of this bill that are very
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·1· ·concerning, including, first of all,

·2· ·the 45-minute requirement.· To only

·3· ·be able to provide medical care for

·4· ·45 minutes would barely allow a

·5· ·clinic to see one to two patients.

·6· ·It wouldn't allow for time to do all

·7· ·of the other referrals to additional

·8· ·types of medical care or social

·9· ·services, potentially employment

10· ·linkage or something else.

11· · · · · · Additionally, the

12· ·locations.· There's a statement

13· ·about other locations.· We would ask

14· ·that the city through the Health

15· ·Department and others determine

16· ·locations that have high rates of

17· ·HIV infection, spikes in HIV, and

18· ·spikes in fatal and non-fatal

19· ·overdose, and decide those locations

20· ·based on that.· Finally, most

21· ·clinics are required to give 60 days

22· ·notice to patients about any change

23· ·in location or any change in a

24· ·service provider.· And we think that
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·1· ·there needs to be a minimum of that

·2· ·to be able to get patients to in

·3· ·building or other locations.

·4· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· ·Thank you.

·6· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· We have

·7· ·-- we have Vivian Chang, Benita

·8· ·Williams, William Lawrence, may Paul

·9· ·Birdsong, Chris Safa, Dr. Linda

10· ·Stern, and Amy Stefan also make

11· ·their way to the podium.

12· · · · · · MS. CHANG:· Hello, my name

13· ·is Vivian Chang, Executive Director

14· ·of Asian Americans United, and I'm

15· ·proud to support Councilmember

16· ·Nicholas O'Rourke's resolution

17· ·honoring SEPTA workers.· They're

18· ·unsung heroes who ensure our buses,

19· ·trolleys, subways, and rail lines

20· ·are accessible.

21· · · · · · And as a former union

22· ·member myself, unions make the world

23· ·go round.· As frontline workers,

24· ·many transit employees lost their
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·1· ·lives during their pandemic and they

·2· ·still face safety concerns today.

·3· ·SEPTA is a lifeline for so many of

·4· ·us, and that's why we have to do

·5· ·right by workers and riders.· So

·6· ·supporting this resolution and

·7· ·supporting Councilmember O'Rourke's

·8· ·legislation to create a Transit

·9· ·Access fund that will help safety on

10· ·SEPTA is a big issue.· And a lot of

11· ·that can be improved by helping

12· ·everyone who needs it to get equal

13· ·access to transit.

14· · · · · · The Zero Fare program and

15· ·SEPTA Key advantage for employees

16· ·have been secured for one more year,

17· ·but we need a long-term solution.

18· ·So a legislation like this would

19· ·lock in those gains and ensure

20· ·ongoing access, because it's not

21· ·just about, you know, getting

22· ·everyone to the right places on

23· ·right time, but it's helping our

24· ·most vulnerable residents.· It's a
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·1· ·smart investment and SEPTA needs it.

·2· ·Thank you.

·3· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·Thank you.

·5· · · · · · MR. BIRDSONG:· Paul

·6· ·Birdsong.· I'm going to try to make

·7· ·this fast as possible because of the

·8· ·time limit.· On behalf of the

·9· ·Panther Party for Self-Defense, we

10· ·support 250348.· Things like

11· ·Pennsylvania Act 135 are not

12· ·uncommon in large cities around the

13· ·United States or under the influence

14· ·of developers who don't care about

15· ·our people and Black communities

16· ·target for redevelopment with

17· ·ethically horrific and technically

18· ·illegal means.

19· · · · · · As is stated in our

20· ·10-point program, we want an

21· ·immediate end to redline,

22· ·monopolies, ethnic cleansing,

23· ·genocidal gentrification, and the

24· ·disenfranchisement and theft of
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·1· ·vulnerable historically black

·2· ·communities.· Also on my face and my

·3· ·hand, I bear cuts and bruises I've

·4· ·acquired via my work in the

·5· ·community.· No badge, nobody armor,

·6· ·no walkie-talkie, no funding, just a

·7· ·combination of concern and a feeling

·8· ·of obligation to stand up and

·9· ·protect the black community that I

10· ·live in and that I represent.

11· · · · · · The PA chapter of the

12· ·Panther Party for Self-Defense calls

13· ·upon the 5,021 police officers and

14· ·the 2,283 nonprofits of Philadelphia

15· ·currently being paid and given

16· ·resources to do what we are doing

17· ·without any of that to meet us in

18· ·the streets and help us save the

19· ·community, the Black community of

20· ·Philadelphia.· All power to the

21· ·people.· Also, this Saturday at

22· ·2:00 p.m., we invite everybody to

23· ·come to the Panther Party cookout.

24· ·We got free groceries for you, we
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·1· ·got free barbecue chicken for you,

·2· ·free community resources, and free

·3· ·reading program for the children.

·4· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· ·Mr. Birdsong, also I know you've

·6· ·been advocating around the forensic

·7· ·lab and the young lady who has the

·8· ·bill will be having a hearing if you

·9· ·want to get a briefing on it when

10· ·that bill becomes -- before the bill

11· ·is coming to the floor and becomes

12· ·the law, because there has been a

13· ·long process.· Councilmember Jamie

14· ·Gauthier, I just want to point our

15· ·out to that we did accomplish

16· ·getting the forensic lab done

17· ·because I know you've been

18· ·advocating for it.

19· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·Please begin, ma'am.

21· · · · · · MS. SAFA:· Yeah.· My name's

22· ·Chris Safa.· Thank you.· Good

23· ·morning, everybody.· It's good to

24· ·see you.· And I want to thank
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·1· ·Councilman Harrity for introducing

·2· ·the Healthy Outdoor Public Spaces

·3· ·resolution to get that enforced.

·4· ·And then we also have to thank

·5· ·Councilmember Cindy Bass whose law

·6· ·this was.

·7· · · · · · The Healthy Outdoor Public

·8· ·Spaces law was passed because toxic

·9· ·herbicides were the go-to for land

10· ·management, even though safer

11· ·options existed.· And we've seen

12· ·what happens when outdated unsafe

13· ·practices go unchecked.· When I was

14· ·a girl, you probably remember this,

15· ·we went camping and the DDT truck

16· ·would drive through and all the kids

17· ·would run out and play in the clouds

18· ·of DDT pretending we were angels.

19· ·And you would say, well, why did our

20· ·parents let us do this?· Because

21· ·they were told it was safe.· And

22· ·later we were told that cigarettes

23· ·were safe, and we were told that

24· ·lead paint was safe.
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·1· · · · · · ·And I've been teaching

·2· ·people how to use these chemicals in

·3· ·their home gardens, and now I've

·4· ·been told that I have three kinds of

·5· ·cancer and I'm okay, but we're here

·6· ·because we would like this law

·7· ·enforced.· And all over the country,

·8· ·other cities are doing this.

·9· · · · · · New York City has 11 pilot

10· ·parks, Drexel University in Jamie

11· ·Gauthier's District just became the

12· ·first school in Pennsylvania to have

13· ·organic land management, joining

14· ·Harvard and other schools throughout

15· ·the country.

16· · · · · · Right across the street,

17· ·you probably heard of this, in our

18· ·Philadelphia Court System, $2

19· ·billion was awarded and then 70

20· ·million.· I'm going to cut short.

21· ·Thank you very much.

22· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·Thank you.

24· · · · · · MS. LISA:· Good afternoon.
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·1· ·My name is Lisa Bonitatibus.· I'm in

·2· ·support of the resolution to hold

·3· ·hearings on the enforcement of the

·4· ·Healthy Outdoor Public Spaces

·5· ·ordinance.· I'll keep this short.

·6· ·My full comments should be on your

·7· ·desk.· 12 years ago I was diagnosed

·8· ·with Stage 3 breast cancer.· I'm now

·9· ·Stage 4, which is incurable.· All we

10· ·can do at this point is try to stop

11· ·throwing gas on the fire, and that's

12· ·why I'm here today.

13· · · · · · Most oncologists will tell

14· ·you that the cancer wasn't your

15· ·fault, it wasn't anything you did,

16· ·don't blame yourself, it was just

17· ·bad luck.· But my surgeon was the

18· ·only doctor who told it like it was.

19· ·She said, my kind of breast cancer

20· ·estrogen receptor-positive by far

21· ·the most common type was almost

22· ·certainly caused by environmental

23· ·factors and not genetics.

24· · · · · · I was the first of my
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·1· ·family to have cancer, so what

·2· ·happened to me?· Environmental

·3· ·factors, which include diet and

·4· ·lifestyle, and most importantly, the

·5· ·many, many synthetic endocrine

·6· ·disruptors which come from the

·7· ·petrochemicals found in plastics,

·8· ·cosmetic products, laundry

·9· ·detergents, household cleaners, and

10· ·of course pesticides.· Most

11· ·estrogenic breast cancers are caused

12· ·by endocrine disrupting chemicals

13· ·like 2,4-D and glyphosate.· Our body

14· ·is like a bucket.· It can hold a

15· ·certain amount of insults.

16· · · · · · You can run behind the DDT

17· ·-- DDT truck and get away with it

18· ·just as long as you don't fill your

19· ·bucket to overflowing.· Thank you

20· ·for listening to me.· My oncologist

21· ·says we should not be spraying.

22· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· We have

23· ·Linda Stern, Amy Stephen, Sophia

24· ·Dantzic, Kelsey Leone, Jarret
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·1· ·Johnson, Daniel Abramov, and Sam

·2· ·Piper also make their way to the

·3· ·podium.

·4· · · · · · MS. STERN:· Okay.· My name

·5· ·is Dr. Linda Stern and I'm speaking

·6· ·on behalf of the resolution to

·7· ·enforce the healthy outdoor public

·8· ·space law.· Most of my medical

·9· ·career was served at the

10· ·Philadelphia Veterans Affairs

11· ·Medical Center.· I treated many

12· ·veterans who were exposed to the

13· ·herbicide Agent Orange, they

14· ·sickened and died.

15· · · · · · The Philadelphia Parks

16· ·Department still sprays the

17· ·herbicide 2,4-D, one of the two

18· ·active ingredients in Agent Orange

19· ·and glyphosate.· We know these

20· ·chemicals have high associations

21· ·with many diseases, including

22· ·non-Hodgkin's lymphoma, Parkinson's

23· ·disease, they cause DNA damage, and

24· ·asthma.· Philadelphia has one of the
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·1· ·highest asthma rates in the country.

·2· ·A couple of take homes since I know

·3· ·I have to go short, there are no

·4· ·safe levels of herbicides, even

·5· ·small amounts are dangerous.· And

·6· ·the park's myth that they can spray

·7· ·and it would be safe 24 to 72 hours

·8· ·later is not true.

·9· · · · · · These herbicides linger in

10· ·the soil where our children play.

11· ·Children, pregnant women, and

12· ·especially the applicators who spray

13· ·are the most vulnerable.· And I'll

14· ·just conclude with one study from

15· ·the University of Washington that

16· ·showed a 40 percent increase of

17· ·non-Hodgkin's lymphoma with exposure

18· ·to these pesticides.· And of that

19· ·study, 54,000 subjects were the

20· ·appliers of the pesticide.

21· · · · · · MS. STEFFEN:· Hi.· Thank

22· ·you, Council President for the

23· ·opportunity to comment.· My name is

24· ·Amy Steffen, and I support the
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·1· ·resolution from Councilmember

·2· ·Harrity calling for hearings into

·3· ·compliance with the Healthy Outdoor

·4· ·Public Spaces law.· You know, I've

·5· ·seen these chemicals sprayed in the

·6· ·park when people are walking by and

·7· ·around ball courts where people --

·8· ·kids throw their jackets and nobody

·9· ·knows they're even there.· But since

10· ·I've seen those things,

11· ·Councilmember Bass introduced the

12· ·Healthy Outdoor Public Spaces bill

13· ·and it was passed unanimously by you

14· ·over four years ago.

15· · · · · · Unfortunately, we need

16· ·these hearings because the city

17· ·doesn't seem to be following the

18· ·law.· In 2022, over 16 tons of the

19· ·prohibited chemicals were sprayed on

20· ·the park.· In 2023, over 15 tons

21· ·were sprayed, and in 2024, at least

22· ·13 tons were sprayed, all in

23· ·violation of the law.· You have my

24· ·full comments, but just one thing,
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·1· ·when you hear, oh, we've tried

·2· ·organic products, that's kind of a

·3· ·red herring because most cities are

·4· ·just returning to mechanical means

·5· ·like mowing and weed whacking for

·6· ·most of these things.· These are

·7· ·safe jobs for people instead of

·8· ·unsafe jobs.· Thank you so much.

·9· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

10· ·Thank you.

11· · · · · · MS. DANTZIC:· Hello, City

12· ·Council Members.· My name is Sophia

13· ·Dantzic.· I'm a harm reductionist.

14· ·I'm here today to mourn the death of

15· ·Joshua Mister who died in a cell on

16· ·April 3rd at the 24th and 25th

17· ·Police district precinct, the same

18· ·site where the Wellness Court

19· ·proceedings occur every Wednesday.

20· ·Members of this council have

21· ·referred to Leslie Gabor's

22· ·excruciating testimony after the

23· ·loss of her brother Joey Gabor, as a

24· ·reason, they feel moved to care
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·1· ·about what happens to drug users who

·2· ·are incarcerated.

·3· · · · · · Unfortunately, Leslie's

·4· ·vulnerability here did not bring

·5· ·justice.· Although she was

·6· ·immediately put in touch with John

·7· ·Christmas from the Council

·8· ·President's office, and although she

·9· ·spoke with him more than once, every

10· ·time she said she was forced to

11· ·recount what gruesome details she

12· ·knew and was asked to speculate on

13· ·what she thought happened to her

14· ·brother.

15· · · · · · Every time, somehow it was

16· ·as though she were talking for the

17· ·first time.· She says, I would

18· ·rather he hadn't engaged me at all.

19· ·I felt humiliated, he knew nothing

20· ·about me and my family.· Crucially,

21· ·there was no offer of support.

22· · · · · · Why do we keep coming back

23· ·up here to mourn the loss of drug

24· ·users in custody?· Because Leslie's
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·1· ·bravery and vulnerability are

·2· ·admirable, but absolutely should not

·3· ·be necessary for politicians to act.

·4· ·To recount that pain to an

·5· ·unresponsive political body

·6· ·represent -- replicates the same

·7· ·inhumanity that their loved ones

·8· ·confronted in the face of an

·9· ·inhumane system.· We keep coming

10· ·here to publicly mourn because

11· ·families of people who use drugs,

12· ·current drug users, and people in

13· ·recovery are grateful for it and

14· ·encourage us to do so.

15· · · · · · And truthfully, we're not

16· ·speaking to you, we're speaking to

17· ·them.· Whether using or not, whether

18· ·connected to family or not, drug

19· ·users deserve to live.· There are

20· ·people who have and will die

21· ·preventable deaths in prison custody

22· ·without anyone to mourn them, that

23· ·doesn't mean that their lives were

24· ·disposable.· Meanwhile, this Council
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·1· ·seems to have plenty of resources to

·2· ·devote to policing exactly when and

·3· ·where folks can receive services.

·4· · · · · · May Joshua's memory be for

·5· ·a blessing and may we all be moved

·6· ·towards empathy in his honor.

·7· · · · · · MS. ANDREAL:· My name is

·8· ·Kateri Lee Andreal and I am here to

·9· ·speak against the mobile ordinance

10· ·proposed by Councilwoman Lozada.

11· ·I'm a harm reductionist, a street

12· ·medic, and a person in recovery.

13· ·Councilwoman Lozada has not been shy

14· ·about her disdain for people like

15· ·me, even though I have reversed

16· ·dozens of overdoses in her district

17· ·this year alone.

18· · · · · · The mobile service

19· ·legislation targets mobile service

20· ·providers, but they're not the only

21· ·ones who disrupt the day-to-day

22· ·operations in a neighborhood.

23· ·Churches, community centers,

24· ·schools, block parties all disrupt
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·1· ·neighborhood operations, but they're

·2· ·not subject to this legislation.

·3· · · · · · This bill is a naked

·4· ·attempt to target and penalize harm

·5· ·reductionists like myself.· What

·6· ·does it say that the -- that the

·7· ·Councilwoman has spent her time and

·8· ·energy restricting mobile service

·9· ·providers rather than simply putting

10· ·in more trash cans or public

11· ·bathrooms in her district

12· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

13· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

14· ·Lozada, would you still like the

15· ·floor?

16· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:· No,

17· ·I'm -- I'm fine, Councilmember --

18· ·Council President.

19· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

21· ·Bass.

22· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Thank

23· ·you, Mr. President.· I just wanted

24· ·to point out, I think it's okay to
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·1· ·have a difference of opinion.· But

·2· ·to say that there's a disdain

·3· ·because there is a difference of

·4· ·opinion is not appropriate and that

·5· ·it's -- it's okay to agree to

·6· ·disagree on how to address a

·7· ·problem, but to say that someone has

·8· ·a disdain for you because they

·9· ·disagree with you is not the way to

10· ·go.· It's not the way to make

11· ·progress.· Thank you, Mr. President.

12· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

13· ·Thank you.· Please resume.

14· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· We have

15· ·Jared Johnson, Daniel Abramov, Sam

16· ·Piper.· May Aileen Callaghan, Lee

17· ·Thomas, Wick Savage, Mark Clancy,

18· ·Sonia Sanders and Steve Masters make

19· ·their way to the podium.

20· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·Please begin.

22· · · · · · MR. JOHNSON:· Good

23· ·afternoon.· My name is Jared

24· ·Johnson.· I am a transit organizer
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·1· ·for 5th Square.· I'm here today to

·2· ·speak in support of the Transit

·3· ·Access Fund introduced by

·4· ·Councilmember O'Rourke in the Zero

·5· ·Fare program.· When the pilot

·6· ·program was launched, it became a

·7· ·huge relief for residents that take

·8· ·public transit who are vulnerable

·9· ·and live under the poverty level and

10· ·low income.

11· · · · · · When we heard that Mayor

12· ·Parker was trying to get rid of it,

13· ·we were shocked and we took

14· ·immediate action as members of 5th

15· ·Square and residents voiced our

16· ·concerns and opinions.· And thanks

17· ·to our fight and voices, our

18· ·concern, the mayor -- Mayor Parker

19· ·decided to keep the -- keep the

20· ·program for one more year, but we

21· ·want it to become permanently.

22· · · · · · So with this, it will gain

23· ·more access to these commuters and

24· ·ensure ongoing access.· It's not
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·1· ·about helping our most vulnerable

·2· ·residents or living below the

·3· ·poverty level, it's a smart

·4· ·investment for SEPTA itself and a

·5· ·moment when the system needs stable

·6· ·ridership and support.

·7· · · · · · So please help us in this

·8· ·fight and pass the resolution.· And

·9· ·then on one level -- and on one

10· ·personal note on the -- for the

11· ·rally that was happening two weeks

12· ·ago, we thank every city

13· ·Councilmember that came up -- that

14· ·came out and supported us.· And

15· ·that's it.

16· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

17· ·Thank you, sir.

18· · · · · · MS. PIPER:· Hello, my name

19· ·is Sam Piper.· I'm a community

20· ·organizer with Positive Women's

21· ·Network.· We're an organization for

22· ·and by women living with HIV.

23· · · · · · I'm here to speak about

24· ·Bill No.· 246665, Councilwoman
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·1· ·Lozada's mobile service provider

·2· ·ban.· I'm a harm reductionist and

·3· ·from my standpoint, this bill poses

·4· ·serious dangers because it

·5· ·prioritizes aesthetics, control and

·6· ·punishment over public health,

·7· ·safety and dignity, especially for

·8· ·people who use drugs and rely on

·9· ·mobile outreach for lifesaving

10· ·services, and here's why:

11· · · · · · It treats people who use

12· ·drugs as public threats, not people

13· ·in need of care.· The language of

14· ·this bill paints service recipients

15· ·as dangerous nuisances.· It even

16· ·says phrases like, nuisance and

17· ·criminal activity, and it blames

18· ·residents trauma on exposure to

19· ·people who are receiving these

20· ·services in order to stay alive.· It

21· ·erects impossible barriers for

22· ·non-medical providers.

23· · · · · · The 45-minute time limit

24· ·plus the one-block a day rule makes
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·1· ·it nearly impossible for outreach

·2· ·organizations to maintain consistent

·3· ·particular routes, and because of

·4· ·this HIV and Hep C rates will

·5· ·continue to rise.

·6· · · · · · I have a lot more to say,

·7· ·but I see my time is running out.

·8· ·The bottom line is this bill may

·9· ·have been amended from a total ban

10· ·and I appreciate that and thank you

11· ·for working with me on that, but it

12· ·still operates from a framework of

13· ·control and punishment, not health

14· ·and humanity in the name of dignity

15· ·for one group, it's just -- it

16· ·strips dignity for another.

17· · · · · · People will not stop

18· ·needing care just because it's

19· ·harder to provide, but they may die

20· ·trying to find it.

21· · · · · · MR. ABRAMOV:· Hello,

22· ·everyone.· My name is Daniel

23· ·Abramov.· I'm here to explain why I

24· ·strongly oppose the 665 Mobile Harm
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·1· ·Reduction bill.· I wouldn't be here

·2· ·speaking if it wasn't for harm

·3· ·reduction.· I've overdosed many

·4· ·times and, you know, it's because of

·5· ·Harm Reduction mobile services and,

·6· ·you know, the different programs

·7· ·that I'm still here and alive.· And

·8· ·the language in the bill --

·9· · · · · · SERGEANT-AT-ARMS:· Speak

10· ·right into the mic.

11· · · · · · MR. ABRAMOV:· The language

12· ·in the bill is very vague on

13· ·purpose, which is going to cause

14· ·more lives than save them.· And I

15· ·might not care about my life, but my

16· ·family and a lot of people care

17· ·about me.· That's all I have to say.

18· ·Thank you.

19· · · · · · MS. CALLAGHAN:· Thank you,

20· ·everyone.· My name is Aileen

21· ·Callaghan.· I live at Allegheny and

22· ·Jasper in Kensington, and I'm the

23· ·mother of an 11-year-old son.· Every

24· ·day when I take my son to school, I
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·1· ·take Kensington and Allegheny, and

·2· ·every day I see people that my son

·3· ·can't tell if that they are alive or

·4· ·dead.· They're laying on the steps,

·5· ·he can't tell if they're alive.

·6· ·They're laying on the sidewalks, he

·7· ·can't tell if they're alive.

·8· · · · · · What would reduce the

·9· ·trauma that my son experiences on a

10· ·daily basis is not a mobilization

11· ·ban or permitting system.· What

12· ·would protect my son is the billions

13· ·of dollars that the city receives to

14· ·address the opioid crisis, so you

15· ·put to the best use possible.· Fully

16· ·funded overdose prevention centers.

17· · · · · · The abandoned -- the

18· ·abandoned buildings, which there are

19· ·many in my community are actually

20· ·already being used as DIY centers.

21· ·There is no justification for us to

22· ·not use these centers to keep more

23· ·people alive each and every day.  I

24· ·do want my -- I do not want my son
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·1· ·to think that the city of

·2· ·Philadelphia thinks that if you live

·3· ·outside, your life doesn't matter.

·4· ·That's the message my son gets.· He

·5· ·deserves better.· Our city deserves

·6· ·better.· Thank you.

·7· · · · · · SERGEANT-AT-ARMS:· State

·8· ·your name for the record, please.

·9· · · · · · MR. THOMAS:· Good

10· ·afternoon.· My name is Lee Thomas,

11· ·President of Philadelphia Black

12· ·Pride.· I'm here speaking on behalf

13· ·of the resolution to have Black

14· ·Pride named this week.· I stand on

15· ·the shoulders of the late Michael

16· ·Henson, Dorena Kearney, Chris

17· ·Alston, and Jeremy Taylor.

18· · · · · · Just as my vice president

19· ·just mentioned, it is important that

20· ·we honor those people while they are

21· ·still here.· He said a lot of things

22· ·that I was going to say, so I'll

23· ·just fast forward that our theme for

24· ·this year is, love is love.
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·1· · · · · · And what we are looking for

·2· ·and what we want you to take from

·3· ·this weekend is to take what you

·4· ·need to fill your mind, body, and

·5· ·spirit.· We have a whole list of

·6· ·events that we are celebrating and

·7· ·we hope that we are able to reach as

·8· ·many people so that you then can

·9· ·turn and join in this work with us.

10· ·Thank you.

11· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· We have

12· ·Wick Savage, Mark Clancy, Sonia

13· ·Sanders, Steve Masters.· May Robert

14· ·Harris, Jordan Ford, Wanda Walker,

15· ·Andy Feltzen and Ashley Miscavich

16· ·also make their way to the podium.

17· · · · · · MR. SAVAGE:· Good

18· ·afternoon, President, City Council.

19· ·I'm here representing the city of

20· ·Philadelphia.· I first support Bill

21· ·250348 because we have to stop the

22· ·slick lawyers.· I have other

23· ·subjects I'd like to talk about at

24· ·this moment.
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·1· · · · · · My dear friend Councilwoman

·2· ·Cindy Bass states quite often, "The

·3· ·shooter is sleeping with you."

·4· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· ·I want to stay on topic, Mr. Savage.

·6· ·You asked for Act 135, Special

·7· ·Committee, so could we stick with --

·8· ·remain to the topic, sir?

·9· · · · · · MR. SAVAGE:· Yes, we can,

10· ·Council President.· But this also

11· ·has to do with residents living in

12· ·this city.· We cannot have young

13· ·people shooting and murdering

14· ·77-year-old men, adults, seniors,

15· ·because they just went to work.

16· ·This should be an all-out bulletin

17· ·and reward for these individuals.

18· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· · · · · · I'm working on being

20· ·consistent, sir.· So I want you to

21· ·stick to the topic of Act 135,

22· ·Special Committee has nothing to do

23· ·with gun violence, sir.

24· · · · · · MR. SAVAGE:· Well, I beg
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·1· ·the difference.· If people are out

·2· ·of their homes, if people homeless,

·3· ·it affects that kind of behavior

·4· ·because they're desperate.· And

·5· ·until we get our arms around this

·6· ·silly, unnecessary violence, I don't

·7· ·care how many homes you build, we

·8· ·won't be safe in the city of

·9· ·Philadelphia.

10· · · · · · MR. MASTERS:· Good

11· ·afternoon, members of Council.

12· ·Steve Masters from JustLaws.· I'm

13· ·here to appreciate Cindy Bass for

14· ·the legislation 250274, and to give

15· ·you just a little backstory,

16· ·encroachments sound like we're just

17· ·talking about the physical things

18· ·going on with the Streets

19· ·Department.

20· · · · · · This is for Rittenhouse

21· ·Soundworks.· It's an iconic company

22· ·that provides sound equipment, sound

23· ·studios in Germantown, extremely

24· ·popular.· They put some planters out
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·1· ·to beautify the street and also to

·2· ·stop cars from parking on on their

·3· ·property, and we needed an

·4· ·encroachment legislation.

·5· · · · · · Councilwoman Bass was able

·6· ·to put together the legislation in

·7· ·record time and move it forward.· We

·8· ·really appreciate all the help that

·9· ·you did, and the neighbors are

10· ·thrilled that we're going to have

11· ·the planters legalized.· Thank you.

12· · · · · · MR. HARRIS:· Good

13· ·afternoon, Council President and

14· ·members of City Council.· My name is

15· ·Robert Harris.· I'm the Vice

16· ·President of AFSCME District Council

17· ·47.· I'm here to speak in support of

18· ·the SEPTA Unsung Heroes Resolution

19· ·and accompanied legislation because

20· ·very much like our AFSCME members,

21· ·our union siblings at TWU Local 234

22· ·and SMART Local 1594 make

23· ·Philadelphia happen.

24· · · · · · AFSCME city workers are
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·1· ·happy to see that the Zero Fare

·2· ·program and SEPTA Key advantage for

·3· ·employees have been secured for

·4· ·another year in a time when our

·5· ·collective bargaining units have a

·6· ·combined vacancy rate of close to 30

·7· ·percent.· It is a major tool for

·8· ·recruitment and retention, while

·9· ·providing much needed funds for

10· ·SEPTA and reducing congestion

11· ·population -- pollution and traffic

12· ·crashes.

13· · · · · · We fully support

14· ·Councilmember O'Rourke's resolution

15· ·calling on the creation of a Transit

16· ·Access Fund to ensure that our

17· ·funding for these important programs

18· ·continue and ask that all of council

19· ·vote in the affirmative.· Please

20· ·stand with District Council 47 and

21· ·our siblings at 33, and our ability

22· ·to continue to negotiate strong

23· ·benefits for our members, continue

24· ·funding for SEPTA and much needed
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·1· ·support for low-income

·2· ·Philadelphians to travel, to work,

·3· ·to worship, and to participate in

·4· ·the economy of Philadelphia.· Thank

·5· ·you.

·6· · · · · · MR. FORD:· Good afternoon.

·7· ·My name is Jordan Ford.· Good

·8· ·afternoon, Council President, and

·9· ·Council members, and thank you to

10· ·Councilmember O'Rourke for your

11· ·leadership on the legislation of the

12· ·Zero Fare for for SEPTA.

13· · · · · · My name is Jordan Ford.  I

14· ·serve as a civic engagement manager

15· ·at the Pennsylvania Immigration

16· ·Coalition.· We work with immigrant

17· ·communities across Philadelphia who

18· ·contribute to the city everyday as

19· ·workers, parents, neighbors, and

20· ·small business owners.

21· · · · · · For many of those

22· ·residents, public transportation is

23· ·the only way to get to work, school,

24· ·medical appointments or to engage in
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·1· ·civic life.· But even a few dollars

·2· ·a day in fares can be a significant

·3· ·barrier for low-income immigrant

·4· ·families.

·5· · · · · · Our coalition members have

·6· ·heard directly from people who have

·7· ·to choose between paying for transit

·8· ·and buying groceries, or from young

·9· ·people who miss out on opportunities

10· ·because they can't afford the ride.

11· ·We urge you to support this

12· ·legislation and be a firm

13· ·Philadelphia's commitment to equity

14· ·inclusion and the vital role

15· ·immigrants play in our communities.

16· ·Thank you.

17· · · · · · And for more information

18· ·you can check our website

19· ·paimmigrant.org or email me at

20· ·jordantford@paimmigrant.org.

21· · · · · · MS. WALKER:· Good

22· ·afternoon, beautiful people.· My

23· ·name is Wanda Walker, and as always

24· ·I'll be talking about generational
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·1· ·wealth.· I'm going to stay on the

·2· ·bills, the topics, I'm going to go

·3· ·with O'Neill's bill which states

·4· ·that the parking meters -- and

·5· ·that's bill number -- which bill is

·6· ·it?· 271.· So I agree with that

·7· ·bill.

·8· · · · · · I also agree that we need

·9· ·to do something about the parking

10· ·authority tickets since we were

11· ·talking about having tenant's

12· ·evictions sealed after seven years,

13· ·maybe we could have tickets sealed

14· ·or dropped off after seven years

15· ·because that's really ridiculous.

16· · · · · · I want to make some points

17· ·in reference to what's going on.  A

18· ·lot of us aren't understanding a lot

19· ·that's being said.· And so with --

20· ·you're listing a lot of properties

21· ·that are being given away by the

22· ·Land Bank but that's not on this.

23· ·We've asked before for transparent

24· ·language so that we understand what
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·1· ·is being said.· Maybe we need to

·2· ·have a board so that some -- we can

·3· ·understand what's actually going on

·4· ·because a lot isn't being divulged

·5· ·on the papers that are being handed

·6· ·out.

·7· · · · · · And I would like to also

·8· ·have a senior safety bill presented.

·9· ·I brought today -- brought with me

10· ·today a lawyer that presented a bill

11· ·and he's coming up after me and I'm

12· ·hoping that you all adopt it.· Thank

13· ·you.

14· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

15· ·Thank you.

16· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· We also

17· ·have Andy Phelpsen, Ashley

18· ·Miscevich, May David Alexander

19· ·Jenkins, Ogbonna Hagins, Junior

20· ·Brainard, Seamus Tyler and Sultan

21· ·Smalley also make their way to the

22· ·podium.

23· · · · · · MR. PHELPSEN:· Good

24· ·afternoon.· My name is Andy
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·1· ·Phelpsen.· I'm here for two reasons.

·2· ·The first is I would like to support

·3· ·Rue Landau's Bill 250343.· I'm a

·4· ·lawyer who generally represents

·5· ·landlords during evictions and even

·6· ·I'm in favor of sealing records

·7· ·after seven years.· Bit of a

·8· ·biochemistry nerd.· After seven

·9· ·years all the cells in your body

10· ·have divided and you're technically

11· ·a different person.

12· · · · · · So it does not make sense

13· ·that a eviction or a painful

14· ·reminder should follow you in

15· ·perpetuity.· I hope the Council

16· ·Members will support that bill.

17· · · · · · The other reason I'm here

18· ·is I've penned an open letter to

19· ·Philadelphia City Council regarding

20· ·proposed changes to section 9-3901

21· ·and 9-3903 and proposed ordinance

22· ·changes regarding certificates of

23· ·rental suitability.· The reason

24· ·being that I think that the
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·1· ·penalties serve as way too much of a

·2· ·deterrent and are grossly unfair to

·3· ·the landlord/tenant process.  I

·4· ·would urge the committee to please

·5· ·read my open letter.

·6· · · · · · Please read the proposed

·7· ·ordinance changes and if agreed with

·8· ·that someone in this committee would

·9· ·formally sponsor my changes.· Thank

10· ·you very much and have a wonderful

11· ·day.

12· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

13· ·Thank you.

14· · · · · · MS. MISCEVICH:· Good

15· ·afternoon, members of City Council.

16· ·Ashley Miscevich from the Chamber of

17· ·Commerce for Greater Philadelphia

18· ·testifying on resolution 250353.

19· · · · · · I'm here today to urge your

20· ·help to call on our state

21· ·legislators to secure critical

22· ·funding for SEPTA.· Without action,

23· ·SEPTA will be forced to implement 45

24· ·percent service cuts and raise fares
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·1· ·21 percent, a crisis that would

·2· ·threaten the economic future of our

·3· ·city and region.

·4· · · · · · Approximately 400,000

·5· ·commuters rely on SEPTA daily.· For

·6· ·many, SEPTA is their only access to

·7· ·transportation.· When employers

·8· ·can't fill jobs that have been cut

·9· ·off from the workers, they will soon

10· ·take those jobs out of the region,

11· ·reduce service and increased fares,

12· ·widen economic disparities and

13· ·hinder the city's progress towards

14· ·equitable growth.· A diverse

15· ·accessible workforce is crucial for

16· ·our competitiveness in the global

17· ·market.

18· · · · · · If SEPTA's doomsday plan

19· ·takes effect, we will witness the

20· ·dismantling of our transit system

21· ·and the subsequent contraction of

22· ·our city.· The Chamber of Commerce

23· ·and our diverse member companies

24· ·stand ready to work with the city
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·1· ·elected leaders to fund our transit

·2· ·system.· Thank you so much for your

·3· ·time today.

·4· · · · · · MR. JENKINS:

·5· · · · · · Mr. President, members and

·6· ·guests of chamber, David Alexander

·7· ·Jenkins.

·8· · · · · · I rise in firm support of

·9· ·resolution 250343 calling under

10· ·Pennsylvania General Assembly to

11· ·pass the ready to rent act.· We in

12· ·this chamber know that nearly one in

13· ·four renters in Philadelphia, more

14· ·than 140,000 individuals carry an

15· ·eviction record.

16· · · · · · Many of these are not the

17· ·result of formal judgments, but they

18· ·remain permanent black marks on the

19· ·characters of our brethren.· Locking

20· ·citizenry out of housing, crudely

21· ·and mercilessly denying them access

22· ·to rudimentary stability.

23· · · · · · They're ready to rent

24· ·actual automatically seal most
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·1· ·eviction records giving our

·2· ·constituents the second chance that

·3· ·they deserve.· In a city noted for

·4· ·its 10 percent increase in unhoused

·5· ·individuals and 38 percent increase

·6· ·in unsheltered neighbors, this is

·7· ·not merely a piece of housing crisis

·8· ·that we face, brothers and sisters

·9· ·of love.· It is a matter of justice,

10· ·a matter of safety, and a matter of

11· ·public health.

12· · · · · · Let us unanimously urge our

13· ·colleagues in Harrisburg, however,

14· ·not to stop here but to pursue the

15· ·legislation referred to in committee

16· ·on the Urban Affairs and Housing

17· ·over a year ago outlined in Senator

18· ·Cappelletti's and Dillon's Bill

19· ·1095.

20· · · · · · Legislation that caps the

21· ·rent increase above 10 percent per

22· ·year and existing lease holders at

23· ·50 percent per annum for new

24· ·renters.· No family should be forced
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·1· ·out of their house by predatory

·2· ·pricing, not in a country withholds

·3· ·to life, liberty and the pursuit of

·4· ·happiness therein as a tenant of

·5· ·inalienable rights.· Not in a

·6· ·commonwealth bound to principles of

·7· ·integrity nor in a city aptly named

·8· ·for brotherly love.

·9· · · · · · May this chamber lead

10· ·through charity and conviction with

11· ·a resounding voice pro this

12· ·resolution in a valiant pursuit of a

13· ·city where housing is not a

14· ·privilege but a promise and a

15· ·commitment to all.

16· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

17· ·Thank you.

18· · · · · · MR. HAGINS:· Before I

19· ·start, there's like seven members of

20· ·Council that are not here which is

21· ·disrespectful.· Respect goes both

22· ·ways.· When I look at this

23· ·resolution for the tush push, it's

24· ·clear that it's not about the
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·1· ·children.· It's an obvious

·2· ·misappropriation of time, focus and

·3· ·money.· A tush push resolution?

·4· ·What a tangled web we weave, a

·5· ·cautionary reminder of the

·6· ·consequences of dishonesty.· The

·7· ·Philadelphia Reparations Task Force

·8· ·is a disrespectful entity.· A tush

·9· ·push resolution?

10· · · · · · This task force has been

11· ·performative -- is performative

12· ·politics, a ploy to misappropriate

13· ·and capsize efforts of the freedmen

14· ·from finishing the work of

15· ·reconstruction and makes this city

16· ·and nation, a laughing stock by not

17· ·dealing with this.· Keep the promise

18· ·of reconstruction.· Reconstruction

19· ·is reparation.· As far as I see,

20· ·there is no task force, nothing has

21· ·been done.· Where is the original

22· ·president, Breanna Moore?

23· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

24· ·Talk about that tush push.
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·1· · · · · · MR. HAGINS:· Yeah, the tush

·2· ·push thing is crazy.· Why hasn't

·3· ·Breanna Moore's departure been made

·4· ·public?

·5· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·It's your time, Mr. Ogbonna Hagins

·7· · · · · · MR. HAGINS:· Does any

·8· ·council members know about this?

·9· ·The tush push resolution?

10· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·Thank you, sir.

12· · · · · · MR. HAGINS:· And the

13· ·unseated council president --

14· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

15· ·Thank you, sir.· There's only one

16· ·president at a time.· Thank you,

17· ·sir.· Thank you, sir.· Thank you

18· ·sir.· Thank you sir.· Thank you.

19· · · · · · MR. BRAINARD:· Hello.· I'm

20· ·here to speak in opposition to bill

21· ·240665.· I have worked over eight

22· ·years to promote public awareness

23· ·and prevention efforts, combating

24· ·the ongoing HIV epidemic in
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·1· ·Philadelphia.· In my time doing this

·2· ·work and volunteering with Harm

·3· ·Reduction outreach, I've come to

·4· ·understand the biggest obstacles

·5· ·that stand in the way of ending

·6· ·these crises is the power of stigma

·7· ·and the systemic failures to provide

·8· ·basic needs such as healthcare and

·9· ·housing to those at risk.

10· · · · · · In Philly, our rate of new

11· ·HIV infections is higher than

12· ·national average.· And last year we

13· ·saw a recorded 1,122 unintentional

14· ·overdose deaths.· These numbers are

15· ·a reflection of how stigma and

16· ·systemic failure leads us to

17· ·continue to struggle despite having

18· ·the tools necessary to prevent HIV

19· ·infection and overdose deaths.

20· ·These numbers are also decreasing,

21· ·which is a testament to the efforts

22· ·of those providers on the frontline.

23· · · · · · Vehicular Mobile Service

24· ·providers exist today as a critical
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·1· ·response to an unprecedented public

·2· ·health emergency.· As an epicenter

·3· ·of the opioid crisis, Philadelphia

·4· ·is like the canary in the cold mine

·5· ·where we succeed and where we fail,

·6· ·it ripples far beyond the 7th

·7· ·District.

·8· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·There's time, sir.· Thank you very

10· ·much.

11· · · · · · MR. BRAINARD:· I implore

12· ·the council to honor the factual

13· ·evidence behind harm reduction

14· ·impact on public health.· Don't

15· ·restrict these services.· Look

16· ·beyond stigma.· Place your efforts

17· ·into organizing true partnership

18· ·that supports public health

19· ·wellbeing for all community members.

20· · · · · · MR. SMALLEY:· Hello.· My

21· ·name is Sultan Smalley and I'm a

22· ·student at the Community College of

23· ·Philadelphia, and I'm proud to

24· ·support Councilmember O'Rourke's
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·1· ·resolution honoring SEPTA workers.

·2· ·SEPTA keeps Philadelphia moving.

·3· ·Public transportation is a necessity

·4· ·for working class people and

·5· ·protecting our environment, and

·6· ·that's why I also support his

·7· ·legislation to create a transit

·8· ·access fund.

·9· · · · · · So we need a long-term

10· ·funding source for the Zero Fair

11· ·Program and SEPTA key advantage and

12· ·I know the importance of keeping

13· ·public transportation affordable and

14· ·accessible for working people

15· ·because I've spent the past few

16· ·months with my fellow students and

17· ·professors from FSFCCP advocating

18· ·for free SEPTA passes for students

19· ·and staff.

20· · · · · · Transit access Fund is not

21· ·just about helping our most

22· ·vulnerable residents economically.

23· ·It's also a way to lower emissions

24· ·in our city, which has an asthma
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·1· ·rate triple that of the national

·2· ·average.· Black and brown kids bear

·3· ·the brunt of those hospitalizations.

·4· ·So for the sake of ensuring

·5· ·equitable access to transportation,

·6· ·let's pass this legislation and keep

·7· ·SEPTA funding.· Thank you.

·8· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·Thank you.

10· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· Council

11· ·President, there are no further

12· ·names for public comment.

13· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· · · · · · That concludes today's

15· ·public comment.· We will now

16· ·consider the bills and resolutions

17· ·on the second reading and final

18· ·passes calendars.

19· · · · · · Will the Clerk please read

20· ·the title of Resolution No. 250337?

21· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:  A

22· ·resolution authorizing the

23· ·Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of

24· ·705, 709 and 713 North 35th Street,
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·1· ·3712 and 3714 Wallace Street, and

·2· ·3810 Haverford Avenue located in the

·3· ·3rd councilmanic district in

·4· ·accordance with the terms of chapter

·5· ·16-700 of the Philadelphia Code.

·6· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·7· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

·8· ·Jamie Gauthier for a motion

·9· ·regarding Resolution No. 250337.

10· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GAUTHIER:

11· · · · · · Thank you, Council

12· ·President.· I move for the adoption

13· ·of the resolution.

14· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

15· ·It has been moved and properly

16· ·seconded that Resolution No.· 250337

17· ·be adopted.

18· · · · · · All those in favor of the

19· ·motion will signify by saying aye.

20· · · · · · (Aye.)

21· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

22· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it.

23· ·The motion carries and the

24· ·resolution is adopted.
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·1· · · · · · Will the Clerk please read

·2· ·the title of Resolution No. 250339?

·3· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:  A

·4· ·resolution authorizing the Committee

·5· ·on education to create a task force

·6· ·investigating the current state of

·7· ·higher education as this pillar of

·8· ·the Philadelphia regional economy

·9· ·and cultural landscape undergoes

10· ·general change.

11· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·The chair recognizes Councilmember

13· ·Katherine Gilmore-Richardson for a

14· ·motion regarding Resolution No.

15· ·250339 on behalf of Councilmember

16· ·Isaiah Thomas.

17· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GILMORE-

18· ·RICHARDSON:· Thank you,

19· ·Mr. President.· On behalf of

20· ·Councilmember Thomas, I move the

21· ·adoption of the resolution.

22· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·It has been moved and properly

24· ·seconded that Resolution No.· 250339
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·1· ·be adopted.

·2· · · · · · All those in favor of the

·3· ·motion will signify by saying aye.

·4· · · · · · (Aye.)

·5· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it.

·7· ·The motion carries and the

·8· ·resolution is adopted.

·9· · · · · · Will the Clerk please read

10· ·the title of Resolution No. 250342?

11· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:  A

12· ·resolution calling on the Trump

13· ·Administration to reverse the mass

14· ·termination of Health and Human

15· ·Services staff that manages Low

16· ·Income Home Energy Assistance,

17· ·LIHEAP, which distributes 4.1

18· ·billion annually to state

19· ·governments to assist low income

20· ·households in paying their utility

21· ·bills, threatening the health and

22· ·safety of vulnerable populations in

23· ·extreme temperatures.

24· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·1· ·Cruel.· The Chair recognizes the

·2· ·Councilmember Rue Landau for a

·3· ·motion regarding Resolution No.

·4· ·250342.

·5· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LANDAU:

·6· ·Thank you, Council President.  I

·7· ·move for the adoption of the

·8· ·resolution.

·9· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

10· ·It has been moved and properly

11· ·seconded hat Resolution No. 250342

12· ·to be adopted.

13· · · · · · All those in favor of the

14· ·motion will signify by saying aye.

15· · · · · · (Aye.)

16· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

17· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it.

18· ·The motion carries and the

19· ·resolution is adopted.

20· · · · · · Will the Clerk please read

21· ·title of Resolution No. 250343?

22· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:  A

23· ·resolution calling on the general

24· ·assembly of the Commonwealth of
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·1· ·Pennsylvania to pass ready to rent

·2· ·act, and increase housing

·3· ·opportunities for Pennsylvanians by

·4· ·automatically sealing most eviction

·5· ·records.

·6· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·7· ·The chair recognizes Councilmember

·8· ·Rue Landau for motion regarding

·9· ·Resolution No. 250343.

10· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LANDAU:

11· ·Thank you, President.· Council

12· ·President.· I move for the adoption

13· ·of the resolution.

14· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

15· ·It has been moved and properly

16· ·seconded that the resolution be

17· ·adopted.· All those in favor will

18· ·signify by saying aye.

19· · · · · · (Aye.)

20· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it.

22· ·The motion carries and the

23· ·resolution is adopted.

24· · · · · · Will the Clerk please read
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·1· ·the title of Resolution No. 250347?

·2· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:  A

·3· ·resolution calling on the National

·4· ·Football League to abandon proposed

·5· ·rule changes to halt the usage of

·6· ·the Philadelphia Eagle signature

·7· ·quarterback sneak better known as

·8· ·the Brotherly Shove or The Tush

·9· ·Push.

10· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

12· ·Jeffrey J. Young for a motion

13· ·regarding Resolution No. 250347 to

14· ·make sure we keep The Tush Push.· Go

15· ·ahead, bro.

16· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER YOUNG:· Go,

17· ·Birds.· I move for the adoption.

18· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· ·It has been moved and properly

20· ·seconded that Resolution No. 250347

21· ·be adopted.

22· · · · · · All those in favor of the

23· ·motion will signify by saying aye.

24· · · · · · (Aye.)
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·1· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·2· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it.

·3· ·The motion carries and resolution is

·4· ·adopted.

·5· · · · · · Will the Clerk please read

·6· ·the title of Resolution No. 250348?

·7· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:  A

·8· ·resolution authorizing the

·9· ·establishment of the special

10· ·committee on reform of Act 135, the

11· ·Abandoned and Blighted Property

12· ·Conservatorship Act to develop

13· ·recommendations for reforming the

14· ·act to prevent its use for

15· ·exploitation of vulnerable

16· ·communities.

17· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

19· ·Young for a motion regarding

20· ·Resolution No. 250348.

21· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER YOUNG:· Thank

22· ·you, Mr. President.· This is a very

23· ·important substantive resolution.  I

24· ·move for its adoption.
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·1· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·2· ·It has been moved and properly

·3· ·seconded that Resolution No.· 250348

·4· ·be adopted.

·5· · · · · · All those in favor of the

·6· ·motion will signify by saying aye.

·7· · · · · · (Aye.)

·8· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it.

10· ·The motion carries and the

11· ·resolution is adopted.

12· · · · · · Will the Clerk please read

13· ·the title of Resolution No. 250353?

14· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:  A

15· ·resolution urging the Pennsylvania

16· ·General Assembly to draft and pass

17· ·bipartisan legislation that will

18· ·secure necessary funding for SEPTA

19· ·to prevent service closures, fare

20· ·increases, and a decline in mobility

21· ·and economic activity for the

22· ·citizens of Philadelphia and

23· ·neighboring counties.

24· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·1· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

·2· ·O'Rourke for a motion regarding

·3· ·Resolution No. 250353.

·4· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'ROURKE:

·5· ·Thank you, Mr. President.· I do move

·6· ·for the adoption of that resolution.

·7· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·It has been moved and properly

·9· ·seconded that Resolution No.· 250353

10· ·be adopted.

11· · · · · · All those in favor of the

12· ·motion will signify by saying aye.

13· · · · · · (Aye.)

14· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

15· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it.

16· ·The motion carries and the

17· ·resolution is adopted.

18· · · · · · Will the Clerk please read

19· ·the title of Resolution No. 250354?

20· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:  A

21· ·resolution approving the appointment

22· ·of James Lamont Rozier to the

23· ·Veterans Advisory Commission.

24· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·1· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

·2· ·Driscoll for a motion regarding

·3· ·Resolution No. 250354.

·4· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER DRISCOLL:  I

·5· ·move for adoption of the resolution.

·6· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·7· ·It has been moved and properly

·8· ·seconded that Resolution No. 250354

·9· ·be adopted.

10· · · · · · All those in favor of the

11· ·motion will signify by saying aye.

12· · · · · · (Aye.)

13· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it.

15· ·The motion carries and the

16· ·resolution is adopted.

17· · · · · · Will the Clerk please read

18· ·the title of Resolution No. 250355?

19· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:  A

20· ·resolution approving the appointment

21· ·of Myra Ralph to the Veterans

22· ·Advisory Commission.

23· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

24· ·The Chair recognized Councilmember
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·1· ·Driscoll for a motion regarding

·2· ·Resolution No. 250355.

·3· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER DRISCOLL:  I

·4· ·move for the adoption of the

·5· ·resolution.

·6· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·7· ·It has been moved and properly

·8· ·seconded that Resolution No. 250355

·9· ·be adopted.

10· · · · · · All those in favor of the

11· ·motion will signify by saying aye.

12· · · · · · (Aye.)

13· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it.

15· ·The motion carries.· The resolution

16· ·is adopted.

17· · · · · · Would the Clerk please read

18· ·the title of Resolution No. 250356?

19· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:  A

20· ·resolution approving the appointment

21· ·of Dave Jeannette to the Veteran's

22· ·Advisory Commission.

23· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

24· ·The Chair recognizes the
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·1· ·Councilmember Driscoll for a motion

·2· ·regarding Resolution No. 250356.

·3· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER DRISCOLL:  I

·4· ·move for the adoption of resolution.

·5· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·It has been moved and properly

·7· ·seconded that Resolution No. 250356

·8· ·be adopted.

·9· · · · · · All those in favor of the

10· ·motion will signify by saying aye.

11· · · · · · (Aye.)

12· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

13· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it and

14· ·the resolution is adopted.

15· · · · · · Will the Clerk please read

16· ·the title of Resolution No. 250357?

17· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:  A

18· ·resolution approving the appointment

19· ·of Darby Ford to the Veterans

20· ·Advisory Commission.

21· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

22· ·The Chair recognizes the

23· ·Councilmember Driscoll for a motion

24· ·regarding Resolution No. 250357.
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·1· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER DRISCOLL:  I

·2· ·move for the adoption of the

·3· ·resolution.

·4· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· ·It has been moved and properly

·6· ·seconded that Resolution No. 250357

·7· ·be adopted.· All those in favor of

·8· ·the motion will signified by saying

·9· ·aye.

10· · · · · · (Aye.)

11· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it.

13· ·The motion carries.· The resolution

14· ·is adopted.

15· · · · · · Would the Clerk please read

16· ·the title of Resolution No. 250358?

17· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:  A

18· ·resolution approving the appointment

19· ·of Angela Dunston to the Veterans

20· ·Advisory Commission.

21· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

22· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

23· ·Driscoll for a motion regarding

24· ·Resolution No. 250358.
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·1· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER DRISCOLL:  I

·2· ·move for the adoption of the

·3· ·resolution.

·4· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· ·It has been moved and properly

·6· ·seconded that Resolution No. 250358

·7· ·be adopted.

·8· · · · · · All those in favor of the

·9· ·motion will signify by saying aye.

10· · · · · · (Aye.)

11· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it.

13· ·The motion carries.· The resolution

14· ·is adopted.

15· · · · · · Will the Clerk please read

16· ·the title of Resolution No. 250361?

17· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:  A

18· ·resolution authorizing the creation

19· ·of a special committee on child

20· ·separation in Philadelphia to review

21· ·child separation practices in

22· ·Philadelphia's child welfare system

23· ·and develop recommendations to

24· ·ensure compliance with State Child
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·1· ·Protective Services Law, protect

·2· ·children, uphold due rights -- due

·3· ·process rights of families, and

·4· ·prevent the unnecessary breakup of

·5· ·families.

·6· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·7· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

·8· ·Bass for a motion regarding

·9· ·Resolution No. 250361.

10· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Thank

11· ·you, Mr. President.· I move for the

12· ·adoption of the resolution.

13· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· ·It has been moved and properly

15· ·seconded that Resolution No. 250361

16· ·be adopted.· All those in favor of

17· ·the motion will signify by saying

18· ·aye.

19· · · · · · (Aye.)

20· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it.

22· ·The motion carries and the

23· ·resolution is adopted.

24· · · · · · Will the Clerk please read
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·1· ·the title of Bill No. 250102?

·2· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· An

·3· ·ordinance amending Section 2 of

·4· ·ordinance Bill No. 220639 approved

·5· ·January 10th, 2023, entitled an

·6· ·ordinance authorizing the revision

·7· ·of lines and grades on a portion of

·8· ·City Plan No. 27-S by striking from

·9· ·the city plan, the easterly 20 feet

10· ·wide portion of Swanson Street from

11· ·Wolf Street to Snyder Avenue,

12· ·striking from the city plan and

13· ·vacating the legally open portion of

14· ·Vandalia Street from Wolf Street to

15· ·Waco Avenue and reserving and

16· ·placing on the city plan a right of

17· ·way for sewage and drainage purposes

18· ·within the portion of Swanson Street

19· ·being stricken and authorizing

20· ·acceptance of the grant to the city

21· ·of the said right of way, all under

22· ·certain terms and conditions,

23· ·including the dedication to the city

24· ·of the beds of the remaining
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·1· ·unopened portions of Swanson Street

·2· ·from Wolf Street to Jackson Street

·3· ·and from Jackson Street to Snyder

·4· ·Avenue by extending the period for

·5· ·compliance with the terms and

·6· ·conditions stated therein.

·7· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·This bill had been read on two

·9· ·different days.· The question now

10· ·is:· Shall the bill pass finally?

11· · · · · · Will the Chief Clerk please

12· ·call the roll?

13· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

14· ·Councilmember Phillips.

15· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER PHILLIPS:

16· ·Aye.

17· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

18· ·Councilmember Gilmore-Richardson.

19· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GILMORE-

20· ·RICHARDSON:· Aye.

21· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

22· ·Councilmember Gauthier.

23· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GAUTHIER:

24· ·Aye.
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·1· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·2· ·Councilmember Landau.

·3· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LANDAU:· Aye.

·4· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·5· ·Councilmember Lozada.

·6· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:· Aye.

·7· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·8· ·Councilmember Young.

·9· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER YOUNG:· Aye.

10· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

11· ·Councilmember Brooks.

12· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BROOKS:· Aye.

13· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

14· ·Councilmember Harrity.

15· · · · · · COUNCILMAN HARRITY:· Aye.

16· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

17· ·Councilmember O'Rourke.

18· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'ROURKE:

19· ·Aye.

20· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

21· ·Councilmember Driscoll.

22· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER DRISCOLL:

23· ·Aye.

24· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:
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·1· ·Councilmember O'Neill.

·2· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'NEILL:

·3· ·Aye.

·4· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·5· ·Councilmember Squilla.

·6· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER SQUILLA:

·7· ·Aye.

·8· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·9· ·Councilmember Bass.

10· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Aye.

11· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

12· ·Councilmember Ahmad.

13· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER AHMAD:· Aye.

14· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And

15· ·Council President Johnson.

16· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

17· ·Aye.· The ayes are 15, the nays are

18· ·zero.

19· · · · · · A majority of all members

20· ·having voted in the affirmative, the

21· ·bill passes.

22· · · · · · Would the Chief Clerk

23· ·please read the title of Bill No.

24· ·250148?
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·1· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· An

·2· ·ordinance amending Chapter 12-3400

·3· ·of the Philadelphia Code entitled,

·4· ·Use of an Automated Speed

·5· ·Enforcement System to Improve

·6· ·Safety, by providing for the use,

·7· ·administration and enforcement of

·8· ·automated speed cameras on routes

·9· ·located within specified school

10· ·zones, under certain terms and

11· ·conditions.

12· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

13· ·This bill had been read on two

14· ·different days.· The question now

15· ·is:· Shall the bill pass finally?

16· · · · · · Will the Chief Clerk please

17· ·call the roll.

18· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

19· ·Councilmember Phillips.

20· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER PHILLIPS:

21· ·Aye.

22· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

23· ·Councilmember Gilmore-Richardson.

24· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GILMORE-
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·1· ·RICHARDSON:· Aye.

·2· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·3· ·Councilmember Gauthier.

·4· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GAUTHIER:

·5· ·Aye.

·6· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·7· ·Councilmember Landau.

·8· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LANDAU:· Aye.

·9· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

10· ·Councilmember Lozada.

11· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:· Aye.

12· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

13· ·Councilmember Young.

14· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER YOUNG:· Aye.

15· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

16· ·Councilmember Brooks.

17· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BROOKS:· Aye.

18· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

19· ·Councilmember Harrity.

20· · · · · · COUNCILMAN HARRITY:· Aye.

21· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

22· ·Councilmember O'Rourke.

23· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'ROURKE:

24· ·Aye.
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·1· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·2· ·Councilmember Driscoll.

·3· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER DRISCOLL:

·4· ·Aye.

·5· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·6· ·Councilmember O'Neill.

·7· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'NEILL:

·8· ·Aye.

·9· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

10· ·Councilmember Squilla.

11· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER SQUILLA:

12· ·Aye.

13· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

14· ·Councilmember Bass.

15· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Aye.

16· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

17· ·Councilmember Ahmad.

18· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER AHMAD:· Aye.

19· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And

20· ·Council President Johnson.

21· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

22· ·Aye.· The ayes are 15, the nays are

23· ·zero.

24· · · · · · A majority of all members
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·1· ·having voted in the affirmative, the

·2· ·bill passes.

·3· · · · · · Would the Chief Clerk

·4· ·please read the title of Bill No.

·5· ·250176?

·6· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· An

·7· ·ordinance authorizing the revision

·8· ·of lines and grades on a portion of

·9· ·City Plan No. 118 by striking from

10· ·the city plan and vacating a widened

11· ·portion of Warnock Street on the

12· ·westerly side thereof between Berks

13· ·Street and Norris Street and

14· ·relocating the westerly houseline of

15· ·said Warnock Street so as to align

16· ·with the westerly houseline of the

17· ·unaffected portions of Warnock

18· ·Street as extending from Berks

19· ·Street to Norris Street, under

20· ·certain terms and conditions.

21· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

22· ·This bill had been read on two

23· ·different days.· The question now

24· ·is:· Shall the bill pass finally?
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·1· · · · · · Will the Chief Clerk please

·2· ·call the roll?

·3· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·4· ·Councilmember Phillips.

·5· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER PHILLIPS:

·6· ·Aye.

·7· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·8· ·Councilmember Gilmore-Richardson.

·9· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GILMORE-

10· ·RICHARDSON:· Aye.

11· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

12· ·Councilmember Gauthier.

13· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GAUTHIER:

14· ·Aye.

15· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

16· ·Councilmember Landau.

17· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LANDAU:· Aye.

18· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

19· ·Councilmember Lozada.

20· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:· Aye.

21· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

22· ·Councilmember Young.

23· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER YOUNG:· Aye.

24· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:
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·1· ·Councilmember Brooks.

·2· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BROOKS:· Aye.

·3· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·4· ·Councilmember Harrity.

·5· · · · · · COUNCILMAN HARRITY:· Aye.

·6· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·7· ·Councilmember O'Rourke.

·8· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'ROURKE:

·9· ·Aye.

10· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

11· ·Councilmember Driscoll.

12· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER DRISCOLL:

13· ·Aye.

14· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

15· ·Councilmember O'Neill.

16· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'NEILL:

17· ·Aye.

18· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

19· ·Councilmember Squilla.

20· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER SQUILLA:

21· ·Aye.

22· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

23· ·Councilmember Bass.

24· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Aye.
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·1· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·2· ·Councilmember Ahmad.

·3· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER AHMAD:· Aye.

·4· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And

·5· ·Council President Johnson.

·6· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·7· ·Aye.· The ayes are 15, the nays are

·8· ·zero.

·9· · · · · · A majority of all members

10· ·having voted in the affirmative, the

11· ·bill passes.

12· · · · · · Would the Chief Clerk

13· ·please be the title of Bill No.

14· ·250177?

15· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· An

16· ·ordinance authorizing encroachments

17· ·in the nature of a sidewalk cafe in

18· ·the vicinity of 22 Wolf Street,

19· ·Philadelphia, PA 19148 under certain

20· ·terms and conditions.

21· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

22· ·This bill had been read on two

23· ·different days.· The question now

24· ·is:· Shall the bill pass finally?
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·1· ·Would the Chief Clerk please call

·2· ·the roll?

·3· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·4· ·Councilmember Phillips.

·5· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER PHILLIPS:

·6· ·Aye.

·7· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·8· ·Councilmember Gilmore-Richardson.

·9· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GILMORE-

10· ·RICHARDSON:· Aye.

11· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

12· ·Councilmember Gauthier.

13· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GAUTHIER:

14· ·Aye.

15· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

16· ·Councilmember Landau.

17· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LANDAU:· Aye.

18· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

19· ·Councilmember Lozada.

20· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:· Aye.

21· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

22· ·Councilmember Young.

23· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER YOUNG:· Aye.

24· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:
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·1· ·Councilmember Brooks.

·2· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BROOKS:· Aye.

·3· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·4· ·Councilmember Harrity.

·5· · · · · · COUNCILMAN HARRITY:· Aye.

·6· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·7· ·Councilmember O'Rourke.

·8· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'ROURKE:

·9· ·Aye.

10· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

11· ·Councilmember Driscoll.

12· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER DRISCOLL:

13· ·Aye.

14· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

15· ·Councilmember O'Neill.

16· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'NEILL:

17· ·Aye.

18· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

19· ·Councilmember Squilla.

20· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER SQUILLA:

21· ·Aye.

22· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

23· ·Councilmember Bass.

24· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Aye.
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·1· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·2· ·Councilmember Ahmad.

·3· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER AHMAD:· Aye.

·4· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And

·5· ·Council President Johnson.

·6· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·7· ·Aye.· The ayes are 15, the nays are

·8· ·zero.

·9· · · · · · A majority of all members

10· ·having voted in the affirmative, the

11· ·bill passes.

12· · · · · · Would the Clerk please read

13· ·the title of Bill No. 250203?

14· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· An

15· ·ordinance establishing parking

16· ·regulations in the vicinity of Ogden

17· ·Street between North 13th Street and

18· ·Camac Street, Wood Street between

19· ·North 18th Street and North 19th

20· ·Street, North 21st Street between

21· ·Hamilton Street and Pennsylvania

22· ·Avenue, Franklin Town Boulevard

23· ·between Callowhill Street and Wood

24· ·Street.
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·1· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·2· ·This bill had been read on two

·3· ·different days.· The question now

·4· ·is:· Shall the bill pass finally?

·5· ·Will the Chief Clerk please call the

·6· ·roll.

·7· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·8· ·Councilmember Phillips.

·9· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER PHILLIPS:

10· ·Aye.

11· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

12· ·Councilmember Gilmore-Richardson.

13· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GILMORE-

14· ·RICHARDSON:· Aye.

15· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

16· ·Councilmember Gauthier.

17· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GAUTHIER:

18· ·Aye.

19· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

20· ·Councilmember Landau.

21· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LANDAU:· Aye.

22· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

23· ·Councilmember Lozada.

24· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:· Aye.
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·1· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·2· ·Councilmember Young.

·3· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER YOUNG:· Aye.

·4· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·5· ·Councilmember Brooks.

·6· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BROOKS:· Aye.

·7· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·8· ·Councilmember Harrity.

·9· · · · · · COUNCILMAN HARRITY:· Aye.

10· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

11· ·Councilmember O'Rourke.

12· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'ROURKE:

13· ·Aye.

14· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

15· ·Councilmember Driscoll.

16· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER DRISCOLL:

17· ·Aye.

18· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

19· ·Councilmember O'Neill.

20· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'NEILL:

21· ·Aye.

22· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

23· ·Councilmember Squilla.

24· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER SQUILLA:
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·1· ·Aye.

·2· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·3· ·Councilmember Bass.

·4· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Aye.

·5· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·6· ·Councilmember Ahmad.

·7· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER AHMAD:· Aye.

·8· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And

·9· ·Council President Johnson.

10· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·Aye.· The ayes are 15, the nays are

12· ·zero.

13· · · · · · A majority of all members

14· ·having voted in the affirmative, the

15· ·bill passes.

16· · · · · · Will the Clerk please read

17· ·the title of Bill No. 250208?

18· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· An

19· ·ordinance amending Section 12-1117

20· ·of the Philadelphia Code entitled

21· ·Physically Handicapped and Disabled

22· ·or Severely Disabled Veteran

23· ·Parking, as it will take effect

24· ·pursuant to Bill No. 240603-AA,
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·1· ·approved December 18th, 2024 by

·2· ·revising the definition of

·3· ·disability parking space and further

·4· ·amending the Philadelphia Code.· By

·5· ·updating cross references to Section

·6· ·12-1117 that now appear in Title 9,

·7· ·entitled Regulation of Businesses

·8· ·Trades and Professions and Title 12

·9· ·Traffic Code, all under certain

10· ·terms and conditions.

11· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·This bill had been read on two

13· ·different days.· The question now

14· ·is:· Shall the bill pass finally?

15· ·Will the Chief Clerk please call the

16· ·roll?

17· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

18· ·Councilmember Phillips.

19· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER PHILLIPS:

20· ·Aye.

21· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

22· ·Councilmember Gilmore-Richardson.

23· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GILMORE-

24· ·RICHARDSON:· Aye.
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·1· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·2· ·Councilmember Gauthier.

·3· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GAUTHIER:

·4· ·Aye.

·5· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·6· ·Councilmember Landau.

·7· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LANDAU:· Aye.

·8· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·9· ·Councilmember Lozada.

10· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:· Aye.

11· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

12· ·Councilmember Young.

13· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER YOUNG:· Aye.

14· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

15· ·Councilmember Brooks.

16· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BROOKS:· Aye.

17· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

18· ·Councilmember Harrity.

19· · · · · · COUNCILMAN HARRITY:· Aye.

20· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

21· ·Councilmember O'Rourke.

22· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'ROURKE:

23· ·Aye.

24· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:
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·1· ·Councilmember Driscoll.

·2· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER DRISCOLL:

·3· ·Aye.

·4· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·5· ·Councilmember O'Neill.

·6· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'NEILL:

·7· ·Aye.

·8· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·9· ·Councilmember Squilla.

10· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER SQUILLA:

11· ·Aye.

12· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

13· ·Councilmember Bass.

14· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Aye.

15· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

16· ·Councilmember Ahmad.

17· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER AHMAD:· Aye.

18· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And

19· ·Council President Johnson.

20· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·Aye.· The ayes are 15, the nays are

22· ·zero.

23· · · · · · Majority of all members

24· ·having voted in the affirmative.



Page 191
·1· ·The bill passes.

·2· · · · · · Will the Clerk please read

·3· ·the title of Bill No.· 250209?

·4· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· An

·5· ·ordinance amending Title 12 of the

·6· ·Philadelphia Code entitled Traffic

·7· ·Code to clarify penalties and

·8· ·procedures associated Smart Loading

·9· ·Zone Parking Enforcement under

10· ·certain terms and conditions.

11· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·This bill had been read on two

13· ·different days.· The question now

14· ·is:· Shall the bill pass finally?

15· ·Will the Chief Clerk please call the

16· ·roll.

17· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

18· ·Councilmember Phillips.

19· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER PHILLIPS:

20· ·Aye.

21· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

22· ·Councilmember Gilmore-Richardson.

23· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GILMORE-

24· ·RICHARDSON:· Aye.
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·1· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·2· ·Councilmember Gauthier.

·3· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GAUTHIER:

·4· ·Aye.

·5· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·6· ·Councilmember Landau.

·7· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LANDAU:· Aye.

·8· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·9· ·Councilmember Lozada.

10· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:· Aye.

11· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

12· ·Councilmember Young.

13· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER YOUNG:· Aye.

14· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

15· ·Councilmember Brooks.

16· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BROOKS:· Aye.

17· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

18· ·Councilmember Harrity.

19· · · · · · COUNCILMAN HARRITY:· Aye.

20· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

21· ·Councilmember O'Rourke.

22· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'ROURKE:

23· ·Aye.

24· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:
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·1· ·Councilmember Driscoll.

·2· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER DRISCOLL:

·3· ·Aye.

·4· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·5· ·Councilmember O'Neill.

·6· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'NEILL:

·7· ·Aye.

·8· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·9· ·Councilmember Squilla.

10· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER SQUILLA:

11· ·Aye.

12· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

13· ·Councilmember Bass.

14· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Aye.

15· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

16· ·Councilmember Ahmad.

17· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER AHMAD:· Aye.

18· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And

19· ·Council President Johnson.

20· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·Aye.· The ayes are 15, the nays are

22· ·zero.

23· · · · · · The majority of all members

24· ·having voted in the affirmative, the
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·1· ·bill passes.

·2· · · · · · Will the Clerk please read

·3· ·the title of Bill No. 250240?

·4· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· An

·5· ·ordinance amending Chapter 12-900,

·6· ·Parking Regulations and Penalties

·7· ·and Chapter 12-2800, Administrative

·8· ·Adjudication of Parking violations

·9· ·of the Philadelphia Code, revising

10· ·penalties related to parking certain

11· ·large vehicles including boats,

12· ·motor homes, house coaches, house

13· ·trailers, truck campers,

14· ·recreational cargo trailers, and

15· ·recreational trailers under certain

16· ·terms and conditions.

17· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·This bill had been read on two

19· ·different days.· The question now

20· ·is:· Shall the bill pass finally?

21· ·Will the Chief Clerk please call the

22· ·roll?

23· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

24· ·Councilmember Phillips.
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·1· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER PHILLIPS:

·2· ·Aye.

·3· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·4· ·Councilmember Gilmore-Richardson.

·5· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GILMORE-

·6· ·RICHARDSON:· Aye.

·7· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·8· ·Councilmember Gauthier.

·9· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GAUTHIER:

10· ·Aye.

11· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

12· ·Councilmember Landau.

13· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LANDAU:· Aye.

14· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

15· ·Councilmember Lozada.

16· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:· Aye.

17· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

18· ·Councilmember Young.

19· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER YOUNG:· Aye.

20· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

21· ·Councilmember Brooks.

22· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BROOKS:· Aye.

23· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

24· ·Councilmember Harrity.
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·1· · · · · · COUNCILMAN HARRITY:· Aye.

·2· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·3· ·Councilmember O'Rourke.

·4· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'ROURKE:

·5· ·Aye.

·6· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·7· ·Councilmember Driscoll.

·8· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER DRISCOLL:

·9· ·Aye.

10· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

11· ·Councilmember O'Neill.

12· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'NEILL:

13· ·Aye.

14· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

15· ·Councilmember Squilla.

16· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER SQUILLA:

17· ·Aye.

18· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

19· ·Councilmember Bass.

20· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Aye.

21· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

22· ·Councilmember Ahmad.

23· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER AHMAD:· Aye.

24· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And



Page 197
·1· ·Council President Johnson.

·2· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·3· ·Aye.· The ayes are 15 and the nays

·4· ·are zero.

·5· · · · · · The majority of all members

·6· ·having voted in the affirmative, the

·7· ·bill passes.

·8· · · · · · Would the Chief Clerk

·9· ·please be the title of Bill No.

10· ·250241?

11· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· An

12· ·ordinance amending section 2 of an

13· ·ordinance, Bill No. 220454 approved

14· ·November 30th, 2022 entitled,

15· ·Ordinance Authorizing the vacating

16· ·of Krewstown Road from Norwalk Road

17· ·to its term southwestwardly

18· ·therefrom, under certain terms and

19· ·conditions, by extending the period

20· ·for compliance with the terms and

21· ·conditions stated therein.

22· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·This bill had been read on two

24· ·different days.· The question now
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·1· ·is:· Shall the bill pass finally?

·2· ·Will the Chief Clerk please read the

·3· ·title of the bill?

·4· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· Hold on.

·5· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·Will the Chief Clerk please call the

·7· ·roll?

·8· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·9· ·Councilmember Phillips.

10· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER PHILLIPS:

11· ·Aye.

12· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

13· ·Councilmember Gilmore-Richardson.

14· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GILMORE-

15· ·RICHARDSON:· Aye.

16· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

17· ·Councilmember Gauthier.

18· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GAUTHIER:

19· ·Aye.

20· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

21· ·Councilmember Landau.

22· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LANDAU:· Aye.

23· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

24· ·Councilmember Lozada.
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·1· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:· Aye.

·2· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·3· ·Councilmember Young.

·4· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER YOUNG:· Aye.

·5· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·6· ·Councilmember Brooks.

·7· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BROOKS:· Aye.

·8· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·9· ·Councilmember Harrity.

10· · · · · · COUNCILMAN HARRITY:· Aye.

11· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

12· ·Councilmember O'Rourke.

13· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'ROURKE:

14· ·Aye.

15· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

16· ·Councilmember Driscoll.

17· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER DRISCOLL:

18· ·Aye.

19· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

20· ·Councilmember O'Neill.

21· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'NEILL:

22· ·Aye.

23· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

24· ·Councilmember Squilla.
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·1· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER SQUILLA:

·2· ·Aye.

·3· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·4· ·Councilmember Bass.

·5· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Aye.

·6· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·7· ·Councilmember Ahmad.

·8· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER AHMAD:· Aye.

·9· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And

10· ·Council President Johnson.

11· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·Aye.· The ayes are 15 and nays are

13· ·zero.

14· · · · · · Majority of all members

15· ·having voted the affirmative, the

16· ·bill passes.

17· · · · · · Will the Clerk please read

18· ·the title of Bill No. 250271?

19· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· An

20· ·ordinance amending the Philadelphia

21· ·Code by increasing the penalties for

22· ·the prohibited parking or

23· ·maintaining of semi-trailers and

24· ·truck tractors at residential
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·1· ·properties all under certain terms

·2· ·and conditions.

·3· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·This bill had been read on two

·5· ·different days.· The question now

·6· ·is:· Shall the bill pass finally?

·7· ·Will the Chief Clerk call the roll?

·8· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·9· ·Councilmember Phillips.

10· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER PHILLIPS:

11· ·Aye.

12· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

13· ·Councilmember Gilmore-Richardson.

14· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GILMORE-

15· ·RICHARDSON:· Aye.

16· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

17· ·Councilmember Gauthier.

18· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GAUTHIER:

19· ·Aye.

20· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

21· ·Councilmember Landau.

22· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LANDAU:· Aye.

23· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

24· ·Councilmember Lozada.
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·1· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:· Aye.

·2· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·3· ·Councilmember Young.

·4· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER YOUNG:· Aye.

·5· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·6· ·Councilmember Brooks.

·7· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BROOKS:· Aye.

·8· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·9· ·Councilmember Harrity.

10· · · · · · COUNCILMAN HARRITY:· Aye.

11· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

12· ·Councilmember O'Rourke.

13· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'ROURKE:

14· ·Aye.

15· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

16· ·Councilmember Driscoll.

17· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER DRISCOLL:

18· ·Aye.

19· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

20· ·Councilmember O'Neill.

21· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'NEILL:

22· ·Aye.

23· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

24· ·Councilmember Squilla.
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·1· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER SQUILLA:

·2· ·Aye.

·3· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·4· ·Councilmember Bass.

·5· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Aye.

·6· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·7· ·Councilmember Ahmad.

·8· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER AHMAD:· Aye.

·9· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And

10· ·Council President Johnson.

11· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·Aye.· Ayes are 15 and nays are zero.

13· · · · · · Majority of all members

14· ·having voted in the affirmative, the

15· ·bill passes.

16· · · · · · Will the Chief Clerk please

17· ·read the title of Bill No.· 250272?

18· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· An

19· ·ordinance authorizing an

20· ·encroachment in the nature of

21· ·planners in the vicinity of 30 --

22· ·322 through 40 Race Street,

23· ·Philadelphia, PA 19106, under

24· ·certain terms and conditions.



Page 204
·1· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·2· ·This bill having been read on two

·3· ·different days, the question now is:

·4· ·Shall the bill pass finally?· Will

·5· ·the Chief Clerk please call the

·6· ·roll?

·7· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·8· ·Councilmember Phillips.

·9· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER PHILLIPS:

10· ·Aye.

11· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

12· ·Councilmember Gilmore-Richardson.

13· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GILMORE-

14· ·RICHARDSON:· Aye.

15· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

16· ·Councilmember Gauthier.

17· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GAUTHIER:

18· ·Aye.

19· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

20· ·Councilmember Landau.

21· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LANDAU:· Aye.

22· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

23· ·Councilmember Lozada.

24· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:· Aye.
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·1· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·2· ·Councilmember Young.

·3· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER YOUNG:· Aye.

·4· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·5· ·Councilmember Brooks.

·6· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BROOKS:· Aye.

·7· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·8· ·Councilmember Harrity.

·9· · · · · · COUNCILMAN HARRITY:· Aye.

10· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

11· ·Councilmember O'Rourke.

12· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'ROURKE:

13· ·Aye.

14· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

15· ·Councilmember Driscoll.

16· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER DRISCOLL:

17· ·Aye.

18· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

19· ·Councilmember O'Neill.

20· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'NEILL:

21· ·Aye.

22· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

23· ·Councilmember Squilla.

24· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER SQUILLA:
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·1· ·Aye.

·2· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·3· ·Councilmember Bass.

·4· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Aye.

·5· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·6· ·Councilmember Ahmad.

·7· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER AHMAD:· Aye.

·8· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And

·9· ·Council President Johnson.

10· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·Aye.· The ayes are 15, the nays are

12· ·zero.· The majority of all members

13· ·having voted in the affirmative, the

14· ·bill passes.· Will the Chief Clerk

15· ·please read the title of Bill No.

16· ·250274?

17· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· An

18· ·ordinance authorizing an

19· ·encroachment in the nature of

20· ·planters in the vicinity of 219 West

21· ·Rittenhouse Street, Philadelphia, PA

22· ·19144, under certain terms and

23· ·conditions.

24· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·1· ·This bill had been read on two

·2· ·different days.· The question now

·3· ·is:· Shall the bill pass finally?

·4· ·Will the Chief Clerk please call the

·5· ·roll?

·6· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·7· ·Councilmember Phillips.

·8· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER PHILLIPS:

·9· ·Aye.

10· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

11· ·Councilmember Gilmore-Richardson.

12· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GILMORE-

13· ·RICHARDSON:· Aye.

14· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

15· ·Councilmember Gauthier.

16· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GAUTHIER:

17· ·Aye.

18· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

19· ·Councilmember Landau.

20· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LANDAU:· Aye.

21· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

22· ·Councilmember Lozada.

23· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:· Aye.

24· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:
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·1· ·Councilmember Young.

·2· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER YOUNG:· Aye.

·3· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·4· ·Councilmember Brooks.

·5· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BROOKS:· Aye.

·6· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·7· ·Councilmember Harrity.

·8· · · · · · COUNCILMAN HARRITY:· Aye.

·9· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

10· ·Councilmember O'Rourke.

11· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'ROURKE:

12· ·Aye.

13· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

14· ·Councilmember Driscoll.

15· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER DRISCOLL:

16· ·Aye.

17· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

18· ·Councilmember O'Neill.

19· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'NEILL:

20· ·Aye.

21· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

22· ·Councilmember Squilla.

23· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER SQUILLA:

24· ·Aye.
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·1· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·2· ·Councilmember Bass.

·3· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Aye.

·4· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·5· ·Councilmember Ahmad.

·6· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER AHMAD:· Aye.

·7· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And

·8· ·Council President Johnson.

·9· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

10· ·Aye.· The ayes are 15, the nays are

11· ·zero.

12· · · · · · Majority of all members

13· ·having voted in the affirmative, the

14· ·bill passes.

15· · · · · · Will the Chief Clerk please

16· ·read the title of Bill No.· 240665?

17· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· An

18· ·ordinance amending Title 10 of the

19· ·Philadelphia Code entitled

20· ·Regulation of Individual Conduct and

21· ·Activity, by adding a new chapter

22· ·concerning vehicular mobile service

23· ·providers and providing for

24· ·penalties, all under certain terms
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·1· ·and conditions.

·2· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·3· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

·4· ·Quetcy Lozada for a motion.

·5· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:

·6· ·Thank you, Council President.  I

·7· ·would like to offer an amendment to

·8· ·Bill No. 240665.· A copy of the

·9· ·amendment has been circulated to all

10· ·members of Council.· I move for the

11· ·adoption of the amendment.

12· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

13· ·It has been moved and properly

14· ·seconded that the amendment to Bill

15· ·No. 240665 be adopted.

16· · · · · · All those in favor will

17· ·signify by saying aye.

18· · · · · · (Aye.)

19· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·Those opposed?

21· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

22· ·Do that for the roll call.· Do a

23· ·roll call for me, Chief Clerk.

24· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· Roll call
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·1· ·for the amendment of 240665.

·2· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·3· ·Yes, for the record.

·4· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·5· ·Councilmember Phillips.

·6· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER PHILLIPS:

·7· ·Aye.

·8· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·9· ·Councilmember Gilmore-Richardson.

10· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GILMORE-

11· ·RICHARDSON:· Aye.

12· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

13· ·Councilmember Gauthier.

14· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GAUTHIER:

15· ·Aye.

16· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

17· ·Councilmember Landau.

18· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LANDAU:· Nay.

19· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

20· ·Councilmember Lozada.

21· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:· Aye.

22· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

23· ·Councilmember Young.

24· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER YOUNG:· Aye.
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·1· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·2· ·Councilmember Brooks.

·3· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BROOKS:· Nay.

·4· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·5· ·Councilmember Harrity.

·6· · · · · · COUNCILMAN HARRITY:· Aye.

·7· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·8· ·Councilmember O'Rourke.

·9· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'ROURKE:

10· ·Nay.

11· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

12· ·Councilmember Driscoll.

13· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER DRISCOLL:

14· ·Aye.

15· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

16· ·Councilmember O'Neill.

17· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'NEILL:

18· ·Aye.

19· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

20· ·Councilmember Squilla.

21· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER SQUILLA:

22· ·Aye.

23· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

24· ·Councilmember Bass.
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·1· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Aye.

·2· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:

·3· ·Councilmember Ahmad.

·4· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER AHMAD:· Aye.

·5· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· And

·6· ·Council President Johnson.

·7· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·Aye.· The ayes are 12, the nays are

·9· ·three.

10· · · · · · This bill has been amended

11· ·and will be placed on a final

12· ·passage calendar at our next session

13· ·of council.· And they say all we do

14· ·is pass resolutions, but that's a

15· ·different story.

16· · · · · · The Clerk will please read

17· ·any additional resolutions on

18· ·today's calendar.

19· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:  A

20· ·privileged resolution calling for

21· ·the Committee for Transportation and

22· ·Public Utilities to hold hearings to

23· ·examine the feasibility of a

24· ·citywide daylighting initiative and
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·1· ·help determine best practices to

·2· ·protect cyclists, ensure pedestrian

·3· ·safety and prevent needless traffic

·4· ·deaths introduced by Councilmember

·5· ·Gilmore-Richardson on behalf of

·6· ·Council President Johnson.

·7· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

·9· ·Majority Leader Gilmore-Richardson

10· ·for motion on the resolution.

11· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GILMORE-

12· ·RICHARDSON:· Thank you,

13· ·Mr. President.· On your behalf I

14· ·move for the adoption of the

15· ·resolution.

16· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

17· ·Thank you.· It has been moved and

18· ·properly seconded that the

19· ·resolution be adopted.· All those in

20· ·favor will signify by saying aye.

21· · · · · · (Aye.)

22· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it and

24· ·the resolution is adopted.
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·1· · · · · · Would the Chief Clerk

·2· ·please read the title of the next

·3· ·resolution?

·4· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:  A

·5· ·privileged resolution celebrating

·6· ·the selection of The Upcycled Self,

·7· ·The Upcycled Self:· A Memoir on the

·8· ·Art of Becoming Who We Are, by Tariq

·9· ·Trotter for the 2025 One Book, One

10· ·Philadelphia program introduced by

11· ·Councilmember Gilmore-Richardson.

12· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

13· ·The Chair recognizes Majority Leader

14· ·Katherine Gilmore-Richardson for a

15· ·motion on the resolution.

16· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GILMORE-

17· ·RICHARDSON:· Thank you,

18· ·Mr. President.· I move for the

19· ·adoption of the resolution.

20· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·It has been moved and properly

22· ·seconded that the resolution be

23· ·adopted.· All those in favor will

24· ·signify by saying aye.
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·1· · · · · · (Aye.)

·2· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·3· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it and

·4· ·the resolution is adopted.· And it's

·5· ·a great prelude as we prepare for

·6· ·the Roots Picnic.· He also is from

·7· ·South Philly.

·8· · · · · · The Chair recognizes

·9· ·Councilmember Rue Landau.

10· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LANDAU:

11· ·Council President, I need to be

12· ·excused to deal with Council

13· ·business.· Can I be recorded as

14· ·voting aye on all resolutions?

15· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· ·Leave is granted and it will be

17· ·documented that you're voting aye on

18· ·all bills and resolutions.· Thank

19· ·you very much.

20· · · · · · Will the Chief Clerk please

21· ·read the title of the next

22· ·resolution?

23· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:  A

24· ·privileged resolution honoring and
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·1· ·congratulating the first graduating

·2· ·class of the West Philadelphia Zoo

·3· ·Scholars program for their

·4· ·outstanding accomplishments,

·5· ·leadership and dedication to the

·6· ·values of conservation community and

·7· ·lifelong learning introduced by

·8· ·Councilmember Gauthier.

·9· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

10· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

11· ·Jamie Gauthier for a motion on the

12· ·resolution.

13· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GAUTHIER:

14· ·Thank you, Council President.  I

15· ·move for the adoption of the

16· ·resolution.

17· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·It has been moved and properly

19· ·seconded that the resolution be

20· ·adopted.· All those in favor will

21· ·signify by saying aye.

22· · · · · · (Aye.)

23· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

24· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it and



Page 218
·1· ·the resolution is adopted.

·2· · · · · · Will the Chief Clerk please

·3· ·read the title of the next

·4· ·resolution?

·5· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:  A

·6· ·privileged resolution declaring

·7· ·April 2025, a Second Chance month,

·8· ·in the city of Philadelphia,

·9· ·introduced by Councilmember Landau.

10· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

12· ·Katherine Gilmore-Richardson for a

13· ·motion on behalf of Councilmember

14· ·Rue Landau.

15· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GILMORE-

16· ·RICHARDSON:· Thank you,

17· ·Mr. President.· On behalf of

18· ·Councilmember Landau, I move for the

19· ·adoption of the resolution.

20· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·It has been moved and properly

22· ·seconded that the resolution be

23· ·adopted.· All those in favor will

24· ·signify by saying aye.
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·1· · · · · · (Aye.)

·2· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·3· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it and

·4· ·the resolution is adopted.

·5· · · · · · Will the Chief Clerk please

·6· ·read the title of the next

·7· ·resolution?

·8· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:  A

·9· ·privileged resolution recognizing

10· ·and honoring the Philadelphia

11· ·Children's Alliance and the

12· ·Philadelphia Department of Human

13· ·Services for their collaborative

14· ·efforts in providing healing and

15· ·justice to child abuse victims

16· ·during child abuse prevention month

17· ·in Philadelphia, introduced by

18· ·Councilmember Lozada.

19· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·The Chair recognizes Councilman

21· ·Quetcy Lozada for a motion on the

22· ·resolution.

23· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:

24· ·Thank you, Council President.  I
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·1· ·move for the adoption of the

·2· ·resolution.

·3· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·It has been moved and properly

·5· ·seconded that the resolution to be

·6· ·adopted.· All those in favor signify

·7· ·by saying aye.

·8· · · · · · (Aye.)

·9· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

10· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it and

11· ·the resolution is adopted.

12· · · · · · Will the Clerk please read

13· ·the title of the next resolution?

14· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:  A

15· ·privileged resolution honoring and

16· ·congratulating principals from the

17· ·7th Councilmanic District for their

18· ·excellence in leadership as

19· ·recipients of the 2025 Lindback

20· ·award for distinguished principals,

21· ·introduced by Councilmember Lozada.

22· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

24· ·Lozada for a motion on the
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·1· ·resolution.

·2· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:

·3· ·Thank you, Council President.  I

·4· ·move for the adoption of the

·5· ·resolution.

·6· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·7· ·It has been moved and properly

·8· ·seconded that the resolution be

·9· ·adopted.· All those in favor will

10· ·signify by saying aye.

11· · · · · · (Aye.)

12· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

13· ·Those opposed?· Ayes have it and the

14· ·resolution is adopted.

15· · · · · · Will the Clerk please read

16· ·the title of the next resolution?

17· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:  A

18· ·privileged resolution authorizing

19· ·the Council Committee on

20· ·Transportation and Public Utilities

21· ·to hold hearings to investigate rail

22· ·operators' responsibilities for

23· ·cleanup, maintenance, and

24· ·beautification of transit entry
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·1· ·points into Philadelphia, introduced

·2· ·by Councilmember Young.

·3· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

·5· ·Young for a motion on the

·6· ·resolution.

·7· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER YOUNG:· Thank

·8· ·you, Mr. President.· I move for its

·9· ·adoption.

10· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·It has been moved and properly

12· ·seconded that the resolution be

13· ·adopted.· All those in favor will

14· ·signify by saying aye.

15· · · · · · (Aye.)

16· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

17· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it and

18· ·the resolution is adopted.

19· · · · · · Will the Clerk please read

20· ·the title of the next resolution?

21· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:  A

22· ·privileged resolution honoring and

23· ·expressing gratitude to Philly Black

24· ·Pride for its ongoing work to center
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·1· ·and support underserved black and

·2· ·brown --

·3· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·The Council will be at ease for a

·5· ·second.

·6· · · · · ·(Council at ease.)

·7· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·Please resume.

·9· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:  A

10· ·privileged resolution honoring and

11· ·expressing gratitude to Philly Black

12· ·Pride for its ongoing work to center

13· ·and support underserved black and

14· ·brown folks in the LGBTQ+ community,

15· ·and recognizing Thursday, April 24th

16· ·through Sunday, April 27th, as

17· ·Philly brought Black Pride Weekend

18· ·in the city of Philadelphia,

19· ·introduced by Councilmember Brooks.

20· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

22· ·Brooks for a motion on the

23· ·resolution.

24· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BROOKS:  I
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·1· ·move for the adoption of the

·2· ·resolution.

·3· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·It has been moved and properly

·5· ·seconded that the resolution be

·6· ·adopted.· All those in favor will

·7· ·signify by saying aye.

·8· · · · · · (Aye.)

·9· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

10· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it and

11· ·the resolution is adopted.

12· · · · · · Will the Chief Clerk please

13· ·read the title of the next

14· ·resolution?

15· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:  A

16· ·resolution authorizing the Committee

17· ·on Labor and Civil Service and the

18· ·Committee on Parks and Recreation to

19· ·hold joint hearings investigating

20· ·the city's enforcement of the

21· ·healthy outdoor public spaces law

22· ·and the risks that exposure to

23· ·synthetic pesticides posed to the

24· ·public and city employees,
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·1· ·introduced by Councilmember Harrity.

·2· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·3· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

·4· ·Harrity for a motion on the

·5· ·resolution.

·6· · · · · · COUNCILMAN HARRITY:· I move

·7· ·for the adoption of the resolution.

·8· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·It has been moved and properly

10· ·seconded that the resolution is

11· ·adopted.

12· · · · · · All those in favor will

13· ·signify by saying aye.

14· · · · · · (Aye.)

15· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it and

17· ·the resolution is adopted.

18· · · · · · Will the Clerk please read

19· ·the title of the next resolution?

20· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:  A

21· ·privileged resolution honoring SEPTA

22· ·transit workers, the unsung heroes

23· ·of Philadelphia, for their essential

24· ·daily work to transport
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·1· ·Philadelphians throughout the city

·2· ·no matter the conditions, introduced

·3· ·by Councilmember O'Rourke.

·4· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

·6· ·O'Rourke for a motion on the

·7· ·resolution.

·8· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'ROURKE:

·9· ·Thank you, Mr. President.· I move

10· ·for adoption of the resolution.

11· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·It has been moved and properly

13· ·seconded that the resolution be

14· ·adopted.

15· · · · · · All those in favor will

16· ·signify by saying aye.

17· · · · · · (Aye.)

18· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it and

20· ·the resolution is adopted.

21· · · · · · Will the Chief Clerk please

22· ·read the title of the next

23· ·resolution?

24· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:  A
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·1· ·privileged resolution honoring the

·2· ·life and legacy of His Holiness Pope

·3· ·Francis, the 266th supreme pontiff

·4· ·of the Roman Catholic Church, known

·5· ·for his commitment to peace, social

·6· ·justice, and humility on the

·7· ·occasion of his passing on April

·8· ·21st, 2025, introduced by

·9· ·Councilmember Driscoll on behalf of

10· ·Council President Johnson.

11· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·Councilmember Driscoll, I may

13· ·acknowledge you for a motion and

14· ·we'll take a silent vote.

15· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER DRISCOLL:  I

16· ·move for the adoption of the

17· ·resolution.

18· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· ·Will the Chief Clerk please read the

20· ·title of the next resolution?

21· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:  A

22· ·privileged resolution recognizing

23· ·Monique Moore Pryor's vision,

24· ·leadership, and unwavering
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·1· ·dedication to the Free Library

·2· ·Foundation of Philadelphia and

·3· ·ensuring that the Free Library of

·4· ·Philadelphia remains a beacon of

·5· ·hope, education, and opportunity for

·6· ·all Philadelphians, introduced by

·7· ·Councilmember Bass.

·8· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

10· ·Bass for a motion on the resolution.

11· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Thank

12· ·you, Mr. President.· I move for the

13· ·adoption of the resolution.

14· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

15· ·It has been moved and properly

16· ·seconded that the resolution be

17· ·adopted.

18· · · · · · All those in favor will

19· ·signify by saying aye.

20· · · · · · (Aye.)

21· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

22· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it and

23· ·the resolution is adopted.

24· · · · · · Will the Chief Clerk please
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·1· ·read the title of the next

·2· ·resolution?

·3· · · · · · THE CHIEF CLERK:· Council

·4· ·President, there are no further

·5· ·resolutions in my possession.

·6· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·7· ·Thank you.· That completes our

·8· ·calendar for today.

·9· · · · · · Before we give speeches on

10· ·behalf of the minority and the --

11· ·and the majority, just a small

12· ·matter of personal privilege to

13· ·acknowledge the new hiree for the

14· ·Office of Veteran Affairs, I want to

15· ·welcome to our team new director of

16· ·office of Veteran Affairs,

17· ·Mr. Gregory Wright.· Can you please

18· ·stand, sir?· Born and raised in

19· ·North Philly.· Currently living in

20· ·Fox Chase.· Proud graduate of Girard

21· ·College.· Graduated from -- with a

22· ·degree from Pierce College in

23· ·Criminal Justice.· Later earned his

24· ·MBA from Eastern University.
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·1· · · · · · Also, a former Philadelphia

·2· ·police officer.· Served 14 years

·3· ·with the Pennsylvania National Guard

·4· ·as a sergeant, E6.· His service

·5· ·included a deployment to the Middle

·6· ·East during the COVID-19 pandemic

·7· ·where he earned the following

·8· ·honors:

·9· · · · · · Army Achievement Medal, the

10· ·National Defense Service Medal, the

11· ·Global War on Terrorism Service

12· ·Medal, the Overseas Service Ribbon,

13· ·and the Armed Forces Reserve Medal.

14· ·Being a son of a veteran, I

15· ·appreciate his hard work and his

16· ·dedication to a cause that should

17· ·definitely be supported.· And so we

18· ·thank you for joining.· I call us

19· ·Team Johnson and the Office of

20· ·Veterans Affairs.· Give the brother

21· ·a round of applause and make sure

22· ·you get a chance for your staff to

23· ·meet him.· Thank you.

24· · · · · · I'm going to ask also for
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·1· ·brief speeches, if you all would

·2· ·allow it today, just based upon our

·3· ·schedule and we all have other

·4· ·things to do and we know things were

·5· ·kind of rearranged in terms of how

·6· ·we started today.· So I'm just

·7· ·asking that level of consideration.

·8· ·So if there are any speeches on

·9· ·behalf of the Minority?· The Chair

10· ·recognizes Councilmember Kendra

11· ·Brooks.

12· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BROOKS:

13· ·Thank you, Council President.  I

14· ·just want to take a moment to thank

15· ·my colleague, Councilmember Rue

16· ·Landau, for joining me again for

17· ·officially recognizing this weekend

18· ·as Philly Black Pride Weekend in

19· ·Philadelphia.

20· · · · · · We started this in 2022

21· ·when I lost a dear friend, Michael

22· ·Henson, and I introduced a

23· ·resolution in his honor.· And since

24· ·then I continue to see the impact of
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·1· ·his leadership in so many corners of

·2· ·our city.

·3· · · · · · Michael was one of the

·4· ·co-founders of Philadelphia Black

·5· ·Pride.· And last night,

·6· ·Councilmember Landau and I hosted a

·7· ·reward ceremony to honor dozens of

·8· ·people who have followed in his

·9· ·footsteps, carrying on to work in

10· ·Philadelphia Black Pride, as well as

11· ·multiple organizations that serve

12· ·and advocate for black queer

13· ·Philadelphians.

14· · · · · · I'm so happy and proud to

15· ·see Michael's legacy is alive and

16· ·well, and to kick off this weekend

17· ·to celebrate 26 years of Philly

18· ·Black Pride.· Thank you.

19· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·Thank you, Minority Leader Brooks.

21· ·The Chair recognizes deputy whip of

22· ·the minority party, Councilmember

23· ·Nicolas O'Rourke.

24· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'ROURKE:
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·1· · · · · · Thank you, Mr. President.

·2· ·After a long and taxing holy week

·3· ·for any minister, certainly pastors,

·4· ·on Monday, I woke up to the news --

·5· ·devastating news that Pope Francis

·6· ·had transitioned.· As you pointed

·7· ·out, Papa Francisco was a steadfast

·8· ·advocate for the poor and the

·9· ·marginalized, emphasizing the

10· ·church's role in addressing not just

11· ·social justice, but economic

12· ·inequality.· And not just fighting

13· ·poverty, but actually recognizing

14· ·the need to fight wealth.

15· · · · · · Particularly for me, he was

16· ·an inspiration.· Many ministers keep

17· ·the tradition of bearing a pectoral

18· ·cross worn over the heart to remind

19· ·you of what your cause is, and he

20· ·wore one that inspired me to copy

21· ·his and I wear it today in his

22· ·honor.· His teachings on charity and

23· ·material provision serve as a moral

24· ·compass, especially in times when
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·1· ·government policies undermine the

·2· ·basic needs of our most vulnerable

·3· ·neighbors.

·4· · · · · · That message feels

·5· ·particularly urgent in light of

·6· ·recent federal actions under the

·7· ·Trump administration.· Programs that

·8· ·directly supported marginalized

·9· ·communities have been gutted and

10· ·defunded.· Just last week, one such

11· ·consequence became clear.· Federal

12· ·cuts have jeopardized the future of

13· ·the Share Food Program, a critical

14· ·source of nourishment for hundreds

15· ·of thousands across our region.

16· · · · · · Francis taught us that

17· ·justice for the poor requires more

18· ·than good intentions.· It requires

19· ·material action.· As we honor his

20· ·legacy today, we must also step up

21· ·to defend the systems that make

22· ·dignity possible for all.· And I say

23· ·we because the moral lessons that

24· ·are intended are for more than just
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·1· ·pious individuals, they're for

·2· ·nations, they're for communities,

·3· ·they're for cities.

·4· · · · · · One of the ways that we do

·5· ·that right here in Philadelphia is

·6· ·by fighting for equitable access to

·7· ·the essentials, whether that's food

·8· ·or whether that's transportation,

·9· ·which is why today's legislation on

10· ·transit access and our recognition

11· ·of SEPTA workers is so deeply

12· ·aligned with that moral vision.

13· · · · · · Transit is about more than

14· ·getting from point A to point B.

15· ·It's about connecting people to

16· ·jobs, education, healthcare, and

17· ·community.· Today's legislation to

18· ·establish the Philadelphia Transit

19· ·Access Fund is a step toward transit

20· ·justice, ensuring Philadelphians

21· ·aren't left behind because they

22· ·can't afford a fair.

23· · · · · · At the same time, we're

24· ·honoring the SEPTA workers who power
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·1· ·this city, individuals who show up

·2· ·every day to make sure our families

·3· ·can move safely and reliably,

·4· ·transporting -- supporting transit

·5· ·means, supporting the people who

·6· ·rely on it and the people who make

·7· ·it possible.· And we were thankful

·8· ·again to be joined by Anthony Clark,

·9· ·who is a train operator here in our

10· ·city.

11· · · · · · Finally, I just wanted to

12· ·give a little plug for an event my

13· ·team is hosting this Friday, a

14· ·community event in Love Park

15· ·centered around the People's Budget

16· ·Office installation.· This event

17· ·will include a constituent service

18· ·table and information on city

19· ·services.· There will be music,

20· ·there will be food, and

21· ·opportunities for the public to

22· ·engage with the budget process.· If

23· ·you're around, come say hi and join

24· ·us then.· Thank you, Mr. President.
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·1· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·2· ·Thank you.· Any speeches on behalf

·3· ·of the majority?· The Chair

·4· ·recognizes Dr. Nina Ahmad.

·5· ·Councilmember.

·6· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER AHMAD:· Thank

·7· ·you, Council President.· I will be

·8· ·brief.· I rise today to recognize

·9· ·and celebrate two exceptional

10· ·interns from my office who are

11· ·wrapping up their service with us,

12· ·Nusat Tadjreen and Amaya Madarang,

13· ·while they're not here now because

14· ·they're in class, I just wanted to

15· ·make sure my thanks are reflected in

16· ·the public record.

17· · · · · · Nusat is graduating this

18· ·May from Temple University with a

19· ·degree in public health.· And Amaya

20· ·is graduating from the University of

21· ·Pennsylvania with a degree in

22· ·political science and government.

23· ·Both are now in the job market and

24· ·any workplace -- any workplace would
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·1· ·be lucky to have them.

·2· · · · · · Their impact has been

·3· ·lasting.· They have drafted

·4· ·resolutions including the -- Nusat

·5· ·having drafted the International

·6· ·Mother Language Day and Amaya doing

·7· ·a resolution to recognize Dr. Arlene

·8· ·Bennett, the first Black woman to

·9· ·graduate from the University of

10· ·Pennsylvania Medical School.· These

11· ·contributions speak to their

12· ·thoughtfulness, talent and

13· ·commitment to public service.

14· · · · · · Interns like Nusat and

15· ·Amaya play a critical role in our

16· ·work.· They bring new energy, sharp

17· ·insight, and a deep desire to make a

18· ·difference.· Please join me in

19· ·thanking them for their outstanding

20· ·service and wishing them all the

21· ·best in the bright paths ahead.

22· ·Thank you, Council President.

23· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

24· ·Thank you.· The Chair recognizes
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·1· ·Deputy Whip, Councilmember Cindy

·2· ·Bass.

·3· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Thank

·4· ·you, Mr. President.· I wanted to

·5· ·speak today in strong support of the

·6· ·resolution that I introduced earlier

·7· ·regarding having our city pension

·8· ·funds, make sure that they uphold

·9· ·the values of transparency,

10· ·accountability, and fiscal

11· ·responsibility.· Recent developments

12· ·in El Salvador, most notably the

13· ·refusal of its President to comply

14· ·with a unanimous ruling by the

15· ·United States Supreme Court signals

16· ·a serious disregard for the rule of

17· ·law.

18· · · · · · When a foreign government

19· ·openly defies our higher court, it

20· ·causes not only diplomatic concerns,

21· ·but also tangible financial risk to

22· ·our pension investments.· We cannot,

23· ·in good conscience, invest the

24· ·retirement security of our public
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·1· ·employees in environments where

·2· ·legal norms are ignored and

·3· ·transparency is lacking.

·4· ·Philadelphia is the birthplace of

·5· ·the constitution and justice and the

·6· ·rule of law are not just ideals

·7· ·here, and they should be our

·8· ·foundation.

·9· · · · · · This resolution directs our

10· ·pension board to review and where

11· ·appropriate divest from investments

12· ·in El Salvador.· It's not just the

13· ·right thing to do, it's the fiscally

14· ·responsible thing to do.· And I also

15· ·wanted to point out that Governor

16· ·Pritzker, I just read today from the

17· ·State of Illinois, also called for

18· ·the investment -- the divestment of

19· ·pension funds from the entire state

20· ·of Illinois to do the same thing, to

21· ·basically divest from El Salvador.

22· · · · · · So we will be looking to

23· ·our partners in the Commonwealth

24· ·legislative bodies.· And also, I
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·1· ·remember we did this many, many

·2· ·moons ago with South Africa when we

·3· ·called to divest from South Africa

·4· ·because of apartheid and it worked.

·5· ·It made a difference.· And so for

·6· ·those who say it doesn't make a

·7· ·difference, I beg to differ.

·8· · · · · · I also wanted to very

·9· ·briefly recognize and celebrate the

10· ·remarkable vision, leadership, and

11· ·unwavering dedication of Monique

12· ·Moore Pryor, Esquire, a proud

13· ·Philadelphian and the first

14· ·Executive Director of the Free

15· ·Library of Philadelphia Foundation.

16· ·Since stepping into this historic

17· ·role in August of 2023.

18· · · · · · Monique has led with heart,

19· ·purpose, and an unbelievable

20· ·unshakeable belief in the power of

21· ·libraries to transform lives.· And

22· ·we wish her well and offer

23· ·congratulations and more to come in

24· ·the future on that, I'm sure.· Thank
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·1· ·you, Mr. President.

·2· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·3· ·Thank you, Member Bass.

·4· · · · · · The Chair recognizes

·5· ·Councilmember Jeffrey J. Young.

·6· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER YOUNG:· Thank

·7· ·you, Mr. President.· Briefly, I just

·8· ·want to thank my colleagues for

·9· ·passing a resolution today to

10· ·authorize hearings to discuss our

11· ·rails and cleaning of our rails.

12· · · · · · As I drive through my

13· ·district, we have a number of tracks

14· ·where there's a lot of short dumping

15· ·and our streets department, and our

16· ·sanitation department cannot go on

17· ·those rails to clean it up.· And it

18· ·provides a -- it is a hazard to our

19· ·community.· So I look forward to

20· ·having that discussion to figure out

21· ·how we can continue to make our city

22· ·the safest, cleanest, greenest city

23· ·in America.

24· · · · · · I also want to give my
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·1· ·condolences to the family of Jibril

·2· ·Abdul Jalil, a.k.a.· Butch, formerly

·3· ·known as James Chiles.· He is one of

·4· ·the original Cecil B. Moore Freedom

·5· ·Fighters who marched around Girard

·6· ·College for months on end to allow

·7· ·myself and Greg the opportunity to

·8· ·get the great education that we did.

·9· ·So I want to give my condolences to

10· ·his family as well.

11· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·Thank you very much.

13· · · · · · The Chair recognizes

14· ·Councilman Quetcy Lozada.

15· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:

16· ·Thank you, Council President.

17· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·Leader of the Kensington Caucus.

19· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:

20· ·Thank you, Council President.  I

21· ·would like to thank my colleagues

22· ·for joining me today in welcoming

23· ·and celebrating the principles in

24· ·our community as well as the
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·1· ·Executive Director and the Associate

·2· ·Director of the Children's Alliance.

·3· ·Their work is truly inspirational,

·4· ·and the work that they do is

·5· ·extremely important in our

·6· ·community.· So thank you for joining

·7· ·me in welcoming them.

·8· · · · · · I also introduced an

·9· ·amendment to my bill pertaining to

10· ·mobile service providers in

11· ·Kensington, Bill No. 240665.

12· · · · · · The bill was introduced in

13· ·the fall and passed Council's

14· ·license and inspection committee

15· ·with a favorable recommendation.

16· ·However, I made a decision to hold

17· ·the bill for seven months.· For

18· ·seven months, we held the bill

19· ·because we understood that there

20· ·were voices in the Kensington

21· ·community and the public health

22· ·community that had more to say.

23· · · · · · I hosted multiple meetings

24· ·with mobile service providers.
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·1· ·Every single provider that did

·2· ·services or that provided services

·3· ·in the Kensington community was

·4· ·invited to the table, every single

·5· ·one of them.· Whether we agreed with

·6· ·them or not, they were invited to

·7· ·participate in community meetings.

·8· · · · · · We held community meetings

·9· ·with all stakeholders, with

10· ·students, with businesses, with

11· ·families, with faith-based

12· ·individuals.· Every single person in

13· ·the Kensington community that had

14· ·anything to do with mobile service

15· ·providers work was invited to come

16· ·and share their opinions and their

17· ·expertise with us.

18· · · · · · During the meetings, my

19· ·team and I listened to the subject

20· ·matter experts.· We worked with them

21· ·to narrow on -- to narrow down and

22· ·narrow in on details that needed to

23· ·be changed and expanded our vision

24· ·to include the ideas that were not
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·1· ·in our original purview.· I'm proud

·2· ·to say that this bill represents

·3· ·thoughtful, informed, and community

·4· ·centered input.· It reflects the

·5· ·voices of residents, it reflects the

·6· ·voices of residents.· It prioritizes

·7· ·residents, business owners,

·8· ·children, police, and the experts in

·9· ·our public health areas.· This was a

10· ·collaborative effort from all fronts

11· ·which I'm proud of.

12· · · · · · I would like to say thank

13· ·you to every person who attended

14· ·those meetings, corresponded with my

15· ·office and took part in the process.

16· ·I'd also like to thank the

17· ·administration who also was very

18· ·supportive, offered support in those

19· ·amendments.· I believe that the

20· ·bill's not perfect.· I don't think

21· ·any piece of legislation is ever

22· ·going to be perfect.· I don't think

23· ·that everyone is going to ever come

24· ·in agreement -- in full agreement.
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·1· · · · · · But I think that having

·2· ·held the bill and having held these

·3· ·meetings was a learning process for

·4· ·myself and for my team.

·5· · · · · · We've also engaged and have

·6· ·had conversations with many of the

·7· ·offices on this legislative body.

·8· ·You know, I want to thank my

·9· ·legislative staff who is a young

10· ·staff and who doesn't always get it

11· ·right, but is always extremely

12· ·respectful to everyone in this

13· ·legislative body and to your staff.

14· ·It's unfortunate that some people

15· ·can't reciprocate that.· But we work

16· ·hard to make sure that we listen and

17· ·that we hear the opinions of

18· ·everyone.· The Kensington community

19· ·has suffered for a really long time.

20· · · · · · And I believe that all of

21· ·the work that we're doing, including

22· ·legislation like this one will only

23· ·continue to allow us to reimagine a

24· ·Kensington that is a healthy
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·1· ·community, a community that should

·2· ·be a part of the economic growth

·3· ·that so many of us continue to talk

·4· ·about.· And they don't deserve to

·5· ·continue to live in a neighborhood

·6· ·that is occupied oftentimes right on

·7· ·their front steps.· And so this bill

·8· ·helps to coordinate those services.

·9· · · · · · Someone mentioned in public

10· ·testimony that medical providers

11· ·were only going to be able to

12· ·receive 45 minutes or be in an area

13· ·for 45 minutes.· That is incorrect

14· ·information.

15· · · · · · I encourage people to read,

16· ·read, read the bill.· All experts,

17· ·all individuals, all providers who

18· ·are going to be providing services

19· ·that are medical certified

20· ·providers, there is no timeframe for

21· ·you to be on that street.· My

22· ·community deserves some relief.

23· ·We've tried to be as compassionate

24· ·as possible.· We are going to
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·1· ·continue to push.· As a government,

·2· ·we can't continue to allow people to

·3· ·live on our sidewalks.

·4· · · · · · There has been a lot of

·5· ·emphasis on a certain kind of work

·6· ·in a certain way that has shown us

·7· ·that has not worked.· We're doing

·8· ·things differently.· If folks want

·9· ·to sign up to take some of these

10· ·individuals home with them, I have

11· ·signup sheets.· Create a space

12· ·amongst your family, amongst your

13· ·neighborhood, in your neighborhood

14· ·that will allow for these people to

15· ·be cared of in the way that you

16· ·believe we need to be caring for

17· ·them for.· But they can't.· They can

18· ·no longer live on the streets of the

19· ·7th Council District.· They can't.

20· ·it's not healthy for our -- for our

21· ·families.· It's not healthy for our

22· ·businesses.· It's not healthy for

23· ·our -- it's not healthy for anybody.

24· · · · · · And so I have some signup
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·1· ·sheets if folks want to take them

·2· ·home.· Please open your doors.· Let

·3· ·me know.· But we're going to

·4· ·continue to push forward and make

·5· ·sure that Kensington becomes the

·6· ·healthy community that it should be,

·7· ·and that folks continue to receive

·8· ·the services that they need in a

·9· ·coordinated fashion, in a

10· ·coordinated space.· Thank you.

11· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·Thank you.

13· · · · · · The Chair recognizes

14· ·Councilmember, Dr. Anthony Phillips.

15· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER PHILIPS:

16· ·Thank you so much, Council

17· ·President.· And thank you so much,

18· ·Councilmember Lozada.

19· · · · · · I just want to say really

20· ·quickly, next Thursday, your budget

21· ·town hall with Council President

22· ·Johnson and Members of Philadelphia

23· ·City Council is going to be in the

24· ·East Oak Lane section of the 9th
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·1· ·District.· I'm looking forward to

·2· ·seeing everybody there.

·3· · · · · · It's going to be at our

·4· ·budget town hall, Oak Lane,

·5· ·Presbyterian Church, 6637 North 11th

·6· ·Street, 6637 North 11th Street, Oak

·7· ·Lane, Presbyterian Church, Thursday,

·8· ·May 1st, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.· District

·9· ·Budget Town Hall in the 9th

10· ·District.· All right.· See you all

11· ·there.· That's it.

12· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

13· ·That's it.· Thank you, Dr. Phillips.

14· · · · · · The best part of you

15· ·getting coordinated with your

16· ·doctoral degree is what Member

17· ·O'Rourke said, that you did the work

18· ·without AI because a lot of people

19· ·use AI these days for their

20· ·dissertation.· But thank you young

21· ·man.· There are no more speeches.

22· · · · · · Thank everybody for their

23· ·hard work.· For the record, we did

24· ·pass 12 official bills today.· So
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·1· ·thank you for your hard work.

·2· · · · · · And with that being said,

·3· ·the Chair recognizes Majority Leader

·4· ·Councilmember Katherine Gilmore-

·5· ·Richardson for a motion to adjourn.

·6· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GILMORE-

·7· ·RICHARDSON:· Thank you,

·8· ·Mr. President.· As a reminder, we

·9· ·still have the Committee on Public

10· ·Property hearing immediately

11· ·following the stated meeting of City

12· ·Council.· Also, welcome to our new

13· ·director, Greg Wright, for Veterans

14· ·Affairs.· But we also want to thank

15· ·Wanda Pate-Dennis for always holding

16· ·it down.

17· · · · · · To that point, I move that

18· ·council stand adjourned until

19· ·Thursday, May 1st, 2025 at

20· ·10:00 a.m.

21· · · · · · COUNCILMAN HARRITY:

22· ·Second.

23· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

24· ·It has been moved and properly
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·1· · ·seconded by Member Harrity that

·2· · ·Council stand adjourned until

·3· · ·Thursday, May 1st, 2025 at

·4· · ·10:00 a.m.

·5· · · · · · · All those in favor will

·6· · ·signify by saying aye.

·7· · · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Aye.

·8· · · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· · ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it and

10· · ·the motion carries.· Thank you all

11· · ·very much.

12· ·(Stated meeting concluded at 2:15 p.m.)
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