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COUNCI L OF THE A TY OF PHI LADELPH A

STATED MEETI NG

City Hall, Room 400

Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vani a

Thur sday, March 6, 2025
10: 00 a. m

PRESENT:

COUNCI L PRESI DENT KENYATTA JOHNSON
COUNCI LWOVAN NI NA AHVAD
COUNCI LWOVAN CI NDY BASS
COUNCI LWOVAN KENDRA BROCKS
COUNCI LMAN M CHAEL DRI SCOLL
COUNCI LWOVAN JAM E GAUTHI ER
COUNCI LWOVAN KATHERI NE G LMORE RI CHARDSON
COUNCI LMAN JI M HARRI TY
COUNCI LMAN CURTI S J. JONES, JR
COUNCI LWOVAN RUE LANDAU
COUNCI LWOVAN QUETCY M LOZADA
COUNCI LMAN BRI AN J. O NEI LL
COUNCI LMAN NI COLAS O ROURKE
COUNCI LMAN ANTHONY PHI LLI PS
COUNCI LMAN | SAI AH THOVAS
COUNCI LMAN JEFFREY YOUNG JR

ELI ZABETH McCOLLUM NAZARI O, | NTERI M CHI EF CLERK
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Menbers, please take your
seats. Menbers, please take your
seat s.

"1l note that the hour has
cone and that a quorumof this
council is present. This council
session is now com ng to order.

Al visitors please retire
outside the seats. Please retire to
the seats outside the rails. And
before proceeding, |I'mgoing to ask
for all sidebar conversations to be
pl ease taken outside of counci
chanbers.

|"mgoing to ask for al
t hose present to pl ease set your
cell phones to silent or vibrate.
Thank you very nuch.

To give our invocation this
norni ng the Chair recogni zes Pastor
Edward Buster Fields, senior pastor
at Anmbassador Seed of Love Church,

al so a cel ebrity outstandi ng singer
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of Gospel Sunday Best seen on Bl ack
Ent ert ai nment Tel evi si on.

Wth that being said, I
want to ask for all of our guests to
pl ease rise and he's al so the guest
of Counci |l nenber Jeffrey J. Young.

Pastor Buster, the floor is

yours.
PASTOR BUSTER FI ELDS:
Nobody told nme that the

road will be easy. Do | have a

wi tness? | don't believe he brought

me this far to | eave ne.

Dear Lord, we thank you for
this day. For this is the day that
you have nade and we shall rejoice
and be glad init.

Fat her, we have all cone
and gat hered together for a tine of
I npartation for working together.
The Bible tells us when two or three
are gathered in ny nane, then you
are in the mdst.

God, our city needs you,
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our conmunity needs you, our | eaders
need you. So Lord, we invoke your
presence right now. Bring us on one
accord for the sane agenda, no

hi dden notives, no other ulterior
noti ves.

But God, | pray that you
wi |l anoint and bl ess every | eader
of our city to conme together in
harnony and in peace so that we can
i npactful ly make i npact on our
communi ti es.

Fat her God, now and as we
prepare to close this nonent of
I nvocation, | want to bind up the
hand of the eneny that will try to
arrest our communities.

God, | pray and | decree
and decl are by the power of the Holy
Ghost that today will be one of the
greatest days in this city.

God, | pray now that you
will hold back all violence and

crime and anything that is not |ike
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you. Lord, | pray for you to have
your way.

And God, if you do these
t hi ngs each and every | ast one of us
that's under, Hallelujah, the sound
of our voice will give you the
glory, not just through praise, but
t hrough our actions. W wll |ove
one another no matter the race, the
color or creed, we wll spread the
conpassion to all who receive.

And we pray this prayer in
the nane that's above every nane.
Hal | el uj ah, you're God in creation
you are the son of redenption and
you're the Holy Spirit that's in
this place right now.

Let's pray this prayer. 1In
t he name of Jesus Christ, let the
peopl e of God say anen. Anen.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair thanks the pastor
for the invocation. Council wll be

at ease.
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(Counci | session at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The next order of this is
t he approval of the Journal of the
nmeeti ng of Thursday, February 27th,
2025.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Ci ndy Bass.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank
you, M. President. | nove that the
Journal of the neeting of Thursday
February 27th, 2025 be approved.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the Journa
of the neeting of Thursday, February
27th, 2025 stand approved.

Al'l those in favor wl|
I ndi cate by saying aye. Those
opposed? The ayes have it. And the
journal is approved.

The next order of business
Is request for |eave of absence.

And the Chair recognize this
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Majority Leader G | nore-Ri chardson.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,
M. President.

On behalf of the majority,
there are no requests for |eave of
absence today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you very nuch.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Br ooks.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROCOKS:

Thank you, Counci
President. On a behalf of the
mnority, there are no requests for
| eave of absence today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair thanks the
Counci | nenber.

The Chair now recogni zes
Majority Leader G | nore-Ri chardson
for a notion concerning certain
| egi slative matters that may ari se

during the course of today's session
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of council and that were not listed
on the calendar circulated prior to
today's council session.

COUNCI LMEMBER d LMORE-
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,
M. President.

| nove that any of the
following matters if considered
today nay be added to the agenda for
this session of council as required
by | aw subsequently published on an
anended agenda after the
consi deration of those matters.

Resol uti ons authori zi ng
heari ngs, anmendnents to bills on
first reading, the reconsideration
of a bill veto by or recalled from
the Mayor, anendnents to bills
recalled fromthe Mayor, resol utions
taki ng substantive action to be
voted on in this session, a notion
to withdraw a bill or resolution
that is not on the calendar, and a

notion placing a bill or resolution
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on or returning a bill or resolution
fromthe suspension calendar that is
not |isted on today's cal endar.

The purpose of this notion
is to provide the public with notice
concerni ng possi bl e actions by
Council that arose too late to be
i ncl uded on the cal endar that was
publ i shed prior to today's session.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
| egi slative matter stated by
Counci | renber G | nore- R chardson may
be added to the agenda for today
shoul d those matters arise during
the course of this session of
counci | .

Al those in favor w |
I ndi cate by saying aye. Those
opposed? The ayes have it. And the
notion carries.

The Chair will dispense

with the regul ar order of business
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to recogni ze the guests and visitors
joining us in chanbers this norning.

On behal f of all nenbers of
Cty Council, | welconme you to our
Counci| session we appreciate you're
taking the tinme to join us as we
attend to the legislative affairs of
our great city. W certainly invite
you to conme again.

As there are no
presentations today, as there are no
conmmuni cati ons today, we will nove
to the next order of business which
Is the introduction of bills and
resol uti ons.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Ant hony Philli ps.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:

Thank you, Counci
Presi dent. Good norning,
col | eagues. | have two privil ege
resol utions for introduction today.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Page 10

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 06/ 2025

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

Thank you very nuch.

W1l the chief clerk please
read the title of the privileged
resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution recogni zing March 2024 as
colon rectal cancer awareness nonth
and pronoting the public awareness
of the risk of colon cancer.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution wel com ng,
recogni zi ng and conmendi ng Morehouse
Col l ege and the Get On The Bus
Initiative for their dedication to
nment orshi p, | eadership and comunity
enpower nent i n Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Fi nal Passage

Cal endar .
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The Chair recogni zes
Maj ority Leader Katherine G | nore-
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

RI CHARDSON:  Good nor ni ng, Counci l
Presi dent. Good norning,
col | eagues.

Today | offer two
privileged resolutions, one on your
behal f .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you very nuch.

Wul d the chief clerk
pl ease read the title of the
privileged resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on honoring the 50th
anni versary of CODUNDE, the | argest
African-Anmerican street festival in
the United States and its inpact on
African and African-Anerican
heritage culture and conmunity.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution will be placed on
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today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
March 2nd through the 8th, 2025,
during Wnen's History Month, as
Wmen in Construction, WC week in
the city of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | woman Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER

Good norni ng, Counci |
President. Today | have two bills,
one that I'mco-introducing wth
Counci | menber Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you very nuch.

Wul d the clerk please read
the title of the privilege
resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
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amendi ng Chapter 19-4600 of Title 19
of the Phil adel phia code entitled
Lowi ncone Tax Provisions by
expendi ng extendi ng the deadline for
| ow-i ncone taxpayers to apply for a
refund forgiveness of real estate
taxes under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This bill wll be referred
to the appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 14-516 of
t he Phil adel phia code entitled Wst
Overlay District by providing for a
new digital sign controls all under
certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This bill wll be referred
to the appropriate commttee.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber |sai ah Thonas.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:  Good

nor ni ng, Council President. Good

Page 14

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 06/ 2025

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

nor ni ng, coll eagues. Good norni ng
to the listening public. Two
resol uti ons today.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch.
Wuld the chief clerk
pl ease read the title of the
resol utions?
CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on recogni zi ng the
Pennsyl vani a Muni ci pal League, the
Commonweal th of Pennsylvania's
ol dest nmuni ci pal associ ati on, and
one of five of the oldest in the
nation as it celebrates its 125th
anni versary.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar.
CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol uti on opposi ng
any attenpts to dismantle the US

Depart nent of Education or sl ash
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federal funding for public school
prograns that support |owincone
students and students with
disabilities.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar. This resolution be placed
on the Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration in the next session of
counci | .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Jones.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Thank
you. Good norning, M. President,
col | eagues and vi ewi ng audi ence.

| have two privil eged
resol uti ons today and co-sponsored
by you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you very nuch, sir.

WIIl the chief clerk please
read the title of the privileged

resol uti ons?
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CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on honoring and recogni zi ng
the National Coalition of 100 Bl ack
Wnen, Inc., Pennsylvania chapter
NC100 BWPA, on their annual
| egi sl ative day and for their day
dedi cation to advanci ng gender and
raci al equality and enpowering bl ack
wonen during black during Wnen's
Hi story Mbont h.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution we place on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resol ution authorizing
the conmttee on education to
I nvesti gate Federal DElI program
rol | backs and their effects on
Phi | adel phia's tax exenpt higher
education institutions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution we placed
on today's Final Passage Cal endar.

The Chair recognized
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Counci | man Rue Landau.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU.  Good
nor ni ng, Council President,
col | eagues and the public. | have
three privileged resol utions, one of
whi ch the primary co-sponsor is
Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you very nuch.

W1l the chief clerk please
read the title of the privileged
resol utions?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on honoring and
congratul ati ng Col eman Dom ngo for
his second Oscar nom nation for best
actor in a leading role award at the
97t h Acadeny Awards for his role as
John Divine G Witfield in the film
Si ng Sing.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Fi nal Passage

Cal endar .
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CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution declaring
March 2nd t hrough the 8th, 2025, as
Teen tech week, in the city of
Phi | adel phi a and recogni zi ng the
I nportance of digital literacy to
enpower teens to be infornmed and
responsi ble digital citizens.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resol ution declaring
March 2nd through the 8th, 2025, as
a National Consuner Protection week
in the city of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

Council wll be ease.

(Short pause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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To chair recognizes the
Counci | menber Cindy Bass to
i ntroduce resolution on behal f of
counci | man Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank
you, M. President. On behalf of
Counci | woman Quetcy Lozada, |
i ntroduce one privilege resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the chief clerk please
read the title of the privilege
resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on recogni zing March as
Wnen's History Month in the city of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci |l man Jeffrey J. Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Thank

Page 20

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 06/ 2025

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

you, M. President. Today | offer
one bill.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you very nmuch. WII
the chief clerk please read the
title of the bill?

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
aut hori zing the revision of |ines
and grades on a portion of City Plan
No. 118 by striking fromthe city
pl an and vacating a w dened portion
of Warknock Street on the westerly
si de thereof between Burke Street
and Warknock Street, and rel ocating
the westerly house line of said
War knock Street so as to align with
the westerly house line of the
unaf fected portions of Warknock
Street as extendi ng from Burke
Street to Norris Street under
certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This bill wll be referred

to your appropriate commttee.
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The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Brooks.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS

Thank you, Counci
President. | have two resolutions
to introduce today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you very nuch.

WIl the chief clerk please
read the title of the resolutions?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution recogni zing cel ebrating
and expressing gratitude to Charl ene
Sanuel s for her | eadership and
unwavering dedication to inproving
the lives of her neighbors in Logan
and her years of tireless and
selfless service to the city of
Phi | adel phia and its constituents on
the occasion of Wnen's Hi story
Mont h.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution wll be

pl aced on today's Final Passage
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Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring and
comrendi ng Sonia Garrett for her
constant service to her conmmunity
and her tireless devotion to
I nproving the |ives of her neighbors
i n Logan, North Philadel phia, and on
t he occasion of Wnen's Hi story
Mont h.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar. Y'all can clap.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recognizes the
gentl eman Councilman JimHarrity.

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:

Thank you, Counci
Presi dent, colleagues. | have nada
t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you very nuch.
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The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Ni chol as O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE:

Thank you, M. President.
Good norning to all those in the
public. Nothing today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber M ke Driscoll.

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL:

M. President, on behal f of
Councilman Brian O Neill and I, we
have one privileged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you very nuch.

W1l the chief clerk please
read the privileged resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution proclaimng the nonth of
March 2025, as Irish Heritage Month
in the city of Phil adel phia, and
honoring the St Patrick's Day
Observance Associ ation of

Phi | adel phi a.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Passage Cal endar.
The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber O Nei l | .
COUNCI LMEMBER O NEI LL:
Thank you, M. President.
| have no bills or resolutions.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes the
gentl eman from South Philly,
Counci | menber and Appropriations
Chai rman, Counci |l menber Squill a.
COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President.
| offer one bill one, one
non-privil eged resolution --
privileged resol ution.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch.
WIIl the chief clerk please
read the title of the bill and
resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
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resol uti on honoring and
congratul ati ng the Neumann CGoretti
girl's basketball team on w nning
t he Phil adel phia Catholic League
Chanpi onshi p.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This bill will be
referred -- excuse nme. This
resolution will be placed on today's
Fi nal Passage Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance aut hori zi ng encroachnents
in the nature of a sidewal k cafe in
the vicinity of 22 WIf Street,
Phi | adel phi a, PA 19148, under
certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This bill wll be referred
to the appropriate commttee.

The Chair recognize
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank
you, M. President. No bills or

resolutions this week.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

And the Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Dr. N na Ahnad.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  Thank
you, Council President. Today I
have one privileged resolution on
your behal f.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you very nuch.

W1l the chief clerk please
read the title of the privileged
resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on thanking A. Bruce Craw ey
founder of M IIennium 3 Managenent,
the African-Ameri can Chanber of
Commer ce and a foundi ng nenber of
Visit Philadel phia for his decades
of | eadership and inval uabl e
contributions to the business,
hospitality and political
comuni ties in Philadel phia.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution wll be
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pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

There being no reports from
the commttees, the next order of
busi ness is the consideration of the
cal endar.

The Chair, again,

recogni zes Counci | nenber G | nore-
Ri chardson for a notion concerning
the bills on the second readi ng and
Fi nal Passage Cal endars.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,
M. President.

| nove that the rul es of
council be suspended as to permt
the use of a consent agenda to
consider the following bills on the
second readi ng and Fi nal Passage
Cal endar s.

Nunbers 241081, 241083,
241107, 250002, 250004, 250005,
250006, 250007, 250008, 2500009,
250046, 250047, 250048, 250049,
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250069 and 250070.
COUNCI LMEMBER:  Seconded.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and
properly seconded that the rul es of
council be suspended to permt the
use of a consent agenda to consider
the bill nunbers just read by
Counci | mrenber G | nore- Ri chardson.
Al in favor please -- al
in favor please indicate by saying
aye. Those opposed?

The ayes have it. The

motion carries and we wll consider
the bill on the consent agenda
shortly.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci |l man G | nor e- R chardson for
t he purpose of calling up any
additional bills and resol utions on
t he regul ar second readi ng and Fi nal
Passage Cal endars.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you, agai n,
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M. President. |In addition to the
bills being considered on the
consent agenda the following bills
and resolutions are on the second
readi ng and Fi nal Passage Cal endar
for today.

Nunbers 250130, 250157,
250163, 250165, 250167, 250171,
250071, 250072 and 250073.

The followng bills and
resol utions on the cal endar are
bei ng hel d:

250168, 240427-A, 240304-A
and 240665.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you.

Bef ore consi dering these
bills and resolutions we wl|
consi der public comment as follows:

Your public conment nust
concern matters on a second reading
and Fi nal Passage Cal endar for
possi bl e action at today's Council

sessi on.
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Al speakers nmust sign up
in order to testify. |f you have
not already signed up for today's
sessi on, please do so now by giving
your nane to Ms. Hassen at the table
outside the rails to ny left.

Once you have been signed
up you will be called in the order
i n which your nanme appears on the
si gnup sheet.

Under ideal circunstances
public coments each will have three
m nutes to speak, however this tine
limt may vary fromsession to
session. Today due to our vol une
the tine [imt wll be two m nutes.

In order to be fair to al
those wishing to speak, | intend to
hold faithfully to the two-m nute
limt. Wen you begin speaking you
will see a green |ight on a podi um
when there are 30 seconds renmai ning
to your tinme. The light will turn

yel |l ow which is your rem nder to
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concl ude your remarKks.

Once two m nutes have past,
the light will turn red and the
sergeant at arns will disconnect the
m crophone. At that point please
yield the podiumto the next speaker
I f you have not already done so.

| also reserve the right
pursuant to our rules of council to
limt repetitious comments on the
sane subject nmatter.

Il wll now ask the chief
clerk to please read the nane of our
first speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Kate Perez
and may Jereny Bl atstein, Kinura
Ander son, Anmy Novak and Lew s
Bart hol onew al so nmake their way to
the podium Kate Perez Jereny
Bl at stei n, Kinura Anderson, Any
Novak and Lew s Bart hol omrew.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Council wll be at ease.

Fi rst order of business |

Page 32

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 06/ 2025

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

want to address Counci |l nenber
O Neill.
COUNCI LMEMBER O NEI LL:
Thank you, M. President.
I'"d like to ask to be excused from
the rest of the session and voted no
on the first resolution, 250130, and
yes on all other bills and
resol utions.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch and
| eave is granted, sir.
WIIl the chief clerk please
call up our first speaker, please?
CH EF CLERK: Kat e Perez,
Jereny Bl atstein, Kinmura Anderson,
Anmy Novak and Lew s Bart hol onew.
M5. ANDERSON:. Greetings to
Cty Council President Kenyatta
Johnson and all nenbers of Cty
Council. M nane is Kinura Anderson
and | amthe President of the
Nati onal Associ ation of Wnen in

Construction Phil adel phia, Chapter
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145. I'malso -- thank you. [|'m
al so the Director of Human Resources
at C enens Construction Conpany.

| stand before you to thank
Counci | renber Kat herine G | nore-
Ri chardson for presenting this
resolution and | proudly support the
resolution for the city of
Phi | adel phia to recognize the first
week in March as Wnen in
Construction week. WZC established
Wnen in Construction week to
cel ebrate and pronote the role of

Wnen in the construction
I ndustry while rai sing awareness
about the opportunities available to
them This week serves as atine to
recogni ze the achi evenents of wonen
inthe field, excuse ne, highlight
their contributions and encourage
nore wonen to pursue careers in
constructi on.

This year's thene is

"Together we rise" reflects the
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power of unity nmentorship and
col | aboration in advanci ng wonen in
the construction industry.

By formally recogni zi ng
Wnen in Construction week the city
of Phil adel phia woul d denonstrate
its conmtnent to fostering
di versity, equity and inclusion in
the trades, ensuring that wonen have
t he support and opportunities that
t hey deserve. By honoring this week
we enpower future generations,
cel ebrate the perseverance of Wnen
i n Construction and conti nue
breaki ng down barriers in this
i ndustry.

As Susan B. Ant hony once
sai d, "Wenever wonen gat her
together, failure is inpossible."
Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: W have Any
Novak, Lew s Barthol onew. My
Nat asha Scott Lawson, Jared Johnson

and Sherita d enn also neke their
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way to the podium

M5. NOVAK: Good norning.
My name is Any Novak and | amthe
current president of professional
Wnen in Construction Phil adel phi a.

On behal f of the board and
menbers of PWC Phil adel phia, 1'd
|i ke to thank the Council President,
Counci| and especial ly Counci | nenber
Kat herine G | nore-Ri chardson for
recogni zi ng the contri butions of
Wren in Construction and related in
i ndustries in Philadel phia.

The resolution is a
testanent to the city's conmm t nent
t o advanci ng and supporting wonen
and mnorities in business and life
in general. W also recognize and
appreciate the like-mnded efforts
of NAWC in Phil adel phia, WNC and
the AFLCI O and ot her professional
organi zations. W |ook forward to
pronoting the gromh of wonen in the

architecture engi neering and
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construction industries in
partnership and synergy with these
gr oups.

PWC chapter seeks to
acknow edge that every woman has a
story to share. Fromthe up and
com ng worman who i s just beginning
her journey to the season
prof essi onal, we all have uni que
perspectives and support to offer
one another. And that is especially
anplified during Wnen in
Constructi on week.

Al t hough wonen and
construction are still the mnority
we have a growing voice and it is
our goal to connect, pronote and
advance wonen in the industry by
engagi ng wonen and nen from AEC and
the affiliated firnms through a broad
range of educational and informative
pr ogr ans.

We provide a platformto

connect and engage across our
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I ndustry and expand our busi ness
network that is only successful with
t he support of other groups and the
city of Phil adel phi a.

W invite nmen and wonen
fromany point in the professiona
career to please join us during
Wonen in Construction week and
al ways to pronote and join our
dynam ¢ and diverse conmmunity.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. GLENN:  Good norni ng,
my nane is Sherita d enn.

Good norni ng, Counci |
Presi dent Johnson, ny daughter
Majority Leader Katherine G I nore-
Ri chardson, Majority Leader Kendra
Brooks and the esteened Gty
Counci | renbers and the public.

My nane is Sherita d enn
and | have the privilege and honor
to serve with the honoree Sonia

Garrett as the ward | eader of the
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49th Ward. The mghty, mghty 49th
War d.

| stand on behal f of nyself
and the 49th Ward for Sonia. And
t hank you Counci | nenber Brooks for
honoring Sonia during this stated
meeti ng.

Sonia is a woman t hat
fights tirelessly for the wonen,
children and famlies in the city of
brotherly I ove and sisterly
affection. You may not have heard
as of yet, but Sonia wears a bevy of
hats with different positions within
the Logan Civic Association. She's
the coomittee person for the Ward 49
Division 11, president of N cetown
CDC Nas. She's a block captain. A
board nmenber of the 8th District
nei ghbor hood comunity advi sory for
the Mayor. And she's the third vice
presi dent of the executive team of
the 49th Ward. She definitely needs

nore hours in the day to fulfill al
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t hese duti es.

Now, those are her

positions with official titles.
Here are sone of the positions with
unofficial titles as volunteering at
Cook M ddl e School, organizing her
bl ock fall festival in October and
assisting with the Mayor's m ssion.

On a safer note, she likes
to do things to keep our
nei ghbor hood cl eaner and greener.
I'"'mgoing to stop now for the sake
of time. Sonia also have a plethora
of other official activities.

In addi tion she manages
sonme nulti-generational prograns in
the coommunity. 803 Fresh have a
song titled "Boots on the ground."”
This could be Sonia's thene song
because she perforns 803 jobs a year
and boots on the ground is an
understatenent for the many tasks
and volunteer work that she does

around the community. All she need
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Is a fan in her hand and she's well
on her way.

Now, because | am out of
time l'"'mgoing to go down to the
bottom and say, | just want to say
in conclusion, |I did an acronym for
Sonia with her first nane.

Sis for a say when, O for
outstanding, N for nice, | for
insight and A for affable. Patty
Labelle in '79 had a song it says
“music ny way of life." For Sonia
Garrett serving is her way of life.

Thank you for allow ng ne
to present. Happy Lent season,
happy Ranadan and God bl ess us all.

(Appl ause.)

M5. LAWSON: Good norni ng.
My nane is Natasha Scott-Lawson and
| am here to speak in support of the
resol ution recogni zing Wnen in
Construction week. | am a sheet
metal worker wth Local 19 for 27

years. | also have the honor of
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bei ng a nentor and serving on the
steering commttee for Wnen in
Non-traditional Careers, also known
as W NC

| would like to thank
Counci | President Johnson for this
opportunity to speak today and
Counci | mrenber G I nore- Ri chardson for
recogni zing this resol ution.

WNC is a six-week
pre-apprenti ceshi p programt hat
hel ps wonen i n the Philadel phia area
choose and succeed in industries
such as construction, nmanufacturing,
transit and utilities. WNC
appreci ates the opportunity to bring
nore awar eness of construction
careers for wonen who now nmeke up
| ess than 5% of those who work with
tools in construction nationally.

More wonen work as trades
wonen than as dental hygi enst or
veterinarians, yet these high paying

and satisfying careers are not
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vi si bl e enough or accessi bl e enough
to all wonen. And especially to
wonren of col or who have faced the
nost wor kpl ace di scrim nation.
That's why W NC organi zes trades
women, contractors, unions,
educators, workforce providers and
advocates to do better at recruiting
and retaining nore wonen in the
construction trades.

You can connect with WNC
by going to our website
W ncproject.org. That's
W ncproject.org. Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: W have
Jereny Bl atstein, Lewi s Barthol onew,
Jarrett Johnson. And may Sterling
Johnson, Danon McWiite and Gabby

Rodri guez al so nake their way to the

podi um

MR. BLATSTEIN. Good
norni ng, Council, |'m Jereny
Blatstein. |t has been one year

since the | egendary | augh from
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Counci | menber Phillips when he
realized | was the voice behind next
Philly mayor.

Wiy have | been com ng each
week for the |ast year? Because |
care deeply about this city and
believe it is inportant for the
voi ces of the people to be heard and
| told nyself | was going to cone
for a year.

|''m here today in support
of the bike lanes bills by ny
Counci | man Jay Young. Ww. W have
cone a long way from when Council man
Young was trying to get rid of bike
| anes. Kudos to progress and
gromh. W |ove to see it.

Last Decenber, Mayor Parker
signed the "Get out the bike |ane"
bill, $125 fines downtown, $75
el sewhere. |It's a good step, but |
ride these streets sonetines even
| ooking fly and I know it's not

enough.
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Cars still block bike |anes
forcing cyclists like nme into
danger. Dr Barbara Freed' s tragic
death in a bi ke | ane shows pai nt
isn't protection. W need concrete
barriers to keep people safe. Bike
| anes are vital for our city. They
reduce traffic congestion, inprove
public health through exercise and
| ower carbon em ssions.

And | et nme be clear, bike
| anes don't cause gentrification.
They' re not about displ aci ng anyone,
t hey' re about nmaking our streets
safer and nore accessible for
everyone. But with 65 traffic
deaths | ast year Vision Zero is
under funded while drivers ignore
the rules. Fines alone won't change
t hat .

"' mnot here to point
fingers, I'mhere to push for rea
progress. W need fully protected

bi ke | anes with concrete consi stent
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enf orcenent and funding for Vision
zero that matches its promse. This
isn't just about bikes, it's about
keepi ng our community safe and
thriving. Let's nake it happen,
Counci | .

And, of course, we're
tal ki ng about SEPTA. Kudos to
Counci |l man O Rourke for his hearing
yesterday. Raise your hand if you
rode SEPTA in the | ast week.
Council? Oh, look at all the people
in the audi ence. Zero hands for
anot her week. D sappointing, but
expected. At this point riding the
riding and thank you.

MR, JOHNSON:  Good norni ng
Counci | President and nenbers of the
Cty Council. M nane is Jarrett
Johnson, | am a vol unteer and
advocate for 5th Square.

First and forenost, on
behal f of 5th Square and ne, | woul d

i ke to thank Council menber Young
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for passing all three bike |ane --
and the commttee -- and the Streets
and Services Commttee for passing
all three bike lane bills |ast week.

For those of you who don't
know what 5th Square is, we are an
ur bani st organi zation that deals
with issues such as housing, transit
and bi ke | anes, Vision Zero.

Last week | gave a short
testinony about adding a bi ke | ane
on 23rd Street from Race Street to
Mar ket Street, which is Bill No.
250007 and how it woul d inpact bike
riders and conmuters. Recently if
you have not heard the news there
has been a nunber of series injuries
and deaths from bi ke riders because
of no installation of bike |anes.

| want to question everyone
in here in this room whether they
support the bi ke | anes or oppose it
to think about what it was like if

you had a famly nenber, a friend, a
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coworker, a spouse or maybe a
stranger or other people who rode a
bi ke. Now think about that life

W t hout them because there was no
protection of bike |anes.

This is the reason why | am
supporting these bills, especially
Bill No. 250007. And | urge the
council to approve these three bills
for final passage. It will help
save lives and it wll help benefit
that person that's a bike rider and
give them a safe path to bi ke and
nore options to travel. Especially
we have a | ot of people fromb5th
Square that ride bikes that are not
here today, but they have advocated
just as strongly as | have of
supporting these bi ke |anes.

So once, again, Council, |
t hank you for your their tinme and
let's get these bills passed.

(Appl ause.)
MR. MCWHI TE: Danobn
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McWhite. Good norning, nenbers of
City Council. M nanme is Danpn
McWhite. | amthe director of
Partnerships for Coded by in this
initiative One Phil adel phia. An
organi zati on dedi cated to al
Phi | adel phi ans, especially our young
peopl e ensuring that they have
access to the skills resources and
opportunities necessary to thrive in
the tech industry.

|''m here today in strong
support of the resolution declaring
March 2nd t hrough 8th, 2025, as Teen
tech week in the city of
Phi | adel phia. Because investing in
tech education for our youth isn't
just about job readiness, it's about
opportunity enpowernent and
protection in an increasingly
digital world.

Ri ght now technol ogy is
shapi ng every aspect of our Lives

fromthe ways we | earn to work and
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how we engage with the governnent
and protect your personal
information. But too nany young
peopl e in Phil adel phia, particularly
those fromhistorically excluded
communi ties |lack access to
meani ngful tech educati on and career
pat hways.

Wt hout targeted
i nvestnents |i ke Teen tech week, we
ri sk | eaving behind an entire
generation of talent. At One
Phi | adel phia we are working to build
a citywide tech talent pipeline that
provi des Phil adel phians with the
opportunities from chil dhood through
career. At Coded By, we are
del i vering hands-On, real world
training that gives teens the skills
to not only participate in tech, but
al so | ead, innovate and create
wealth within it.

Through these efforts we

are ensuring that young peopl e have
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the tools to understand digital
threats navigate an online world
safely and devel op sol utions that
protect their communities fromfraud
and corporate harm This work
cannot happen in silos, the city of
Phi | adel phi a has al ready taken
critical steps such as digital
literacy initiatives and workforce
devel opnment prograns to protect
residents and prepare themfor the
future, but we need to do nore

equi ppi ng our young people with the
tools and resources to excel as

t echnol ogy broadens our i ndividua
Is essential to the future of our
city.

Exposure to digital
opportunities at an early age is a
key factor in devel oping a tech
wor kf or ce.

W need to work together to
send a cl ear nessage that

Phi | adel phia is prepared to commt
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to our teans for opportunities in
the chall enge of the digital age.
Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: W have
Sterling Johnson, Gabby Rodri guez.
May Lynette G eene, Sherry Ann
Broussard and Vivian MIler also
nmake their way to the podi um

M5. RODRIGUEZ: Hi . Gabby
Rodri guez.

Good nor ni ng,
counci | renbers. |'man attorney
with the Consumer Housing Unit at
Phi | adel phi a Legal Assistance. |'m
here to support ny express ny
support for Council menber Landau's
resol ution declaring March 2nd
t hrough 8th as National Consumer
Protection week in the city of
Phi | adel phi a.

Phi | adel phi a | egal
Assi stance provides free | ega
assi stance to | ow i ncone

Phi | adel phians in areas of critical
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needs. One of the areas we focus on
in particular is housing. PLA
operates the Save Your Honme Philly
Hotline in partnership with the city
of Phi | adel phi a.

In 2024, the hotline
answer ed over 7,000 phone calls.
The hotline refers honeowners to HUD
certified housing counsel ors,
provi des | egal information and
advice, assist with brief matters
such as real estate tax benefits
applications. PLA also operates or
represents honmeowners dealing with
nortgage foreclosure, tangle title
and consuner fraud.

Consumer protection covers
a broad range of issues in the area
of housi ng, honeowners facing a
forecl osure or other Financial issue
are primary targets for unscrupul ous
| enders and scammers. W frequently
see honmeowners who are scammed out

of hundreds, sonetines thousands of
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dol | ars because they are told by the
scammer that it would save their
hone.

Consuner protection al so
just isn't just about scanms. W
routi nely see honeowners who are
facing forecl osures because the
nort gage conpany failed to foll ow
t he applicabl e Consuner Protection
Law.

Counci | mrenber Landau's
resolution wll raise awareness
about consuner rights and the
I nportance of protecting consuners
agai nst unscrupul ous actors and
cor porate m sconduct.

Thank you, again, for your
time and consideration as you vote
on the resol ution declaring March
the 2nd through the 8th as Nati onal
Consuner Protection week in
Phi | adel phia. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
M5, PEREZ: |*"'m Kat e Perez.
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And despite costing taxpayers over
60-mllion in m sconduct payouts in
just two years, the highest
Departnment budget is still the PPD.
Hi gh school ers are begging for after
school prograns while we discuss
buyi ng cops nore drones and we're
still allowing themto trade tactics
wi th an occupation that's preventing
all humanitarian aid fromentering
the Gaza strip since Sunday.

As a city that worries
about viol ence, we should be taking
advice fromstudies like the 100
shooting review comm ttee that found
that investing into conmunities
prevents violence and offers
evi dence-based strategies |ike
I nproving infrastructure.

SEPTA needs about
51-mllion for operation and
i nprovenents. This is something our
state could have easily sponsored

for its constituents, instead of the
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$56-million in condition free war
bonds that were used to buy things
i ke the 1,000 pound bonbs Trunp
just bypassed Congress to sell for
t he second ti ne.

As this bill revises budget
amounts, | ask that we [ower the
pol i ce budget and redistribute the
fund into violence prevention
prograns, |like repairing old hones,
prevent violence. Stop overfunding
t he cops and stop partnering our
city with the aparthied states. W
shoul d be pressuring Congress to
support the joint resol utions of
di sapproval and bl ock the 10, 000
artillery shells to Israel and call
for a conplete arns enbargo. Free
Pal esti ne.

(Appl ause.)

MR, BARTHOLOVEW  Good
nor ni ng, Council President Johnson
and nenbers of council. M nane is

Lewi s Barthol onew and |'m here to
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speak in favor of the three bike
| ane bills introduced by
Counci | mrenber Young.

| regularly bike to Tenple
and Fai rnmount fromny hone in WAsh
West to visit friends. But |ast
week ny girlfriend and | were biking
together to and fromone of ny
friends hones and hal fway through
the bike ride she told nme she wasn't
confortabl e and wanted to wal k the
rest of the way. Cars were rushing
passed us constantly and since there
weren't any protected bi ke | anes,

t hey passed extrenely close.

My girlfriend is one
exanpl e anong many of Phil adel phi ans
who want the option to travel by
bi ke which is an extrenely efficient
and quick way to get around
especially in and around Center
City. So many people who woul d
ot herwi se bi ke instead chose to

drive further clogging up our
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streets and others sinply don't neke
the trip they wanted to, especially
if they don't have access to a car
or the area isn't well served by
SEPTA.

Ri ght now nost of the
peopl e who bi ke are the ones who are
extremely confident navigating our
dangerous streets by bike. A tiny
proportion of our population. By
gradual Iy increasing our bike
network in this way as Counci |l menber
Young has done, we nake it possible
for other people to have the option
to get around safely by bike, folks
who are ol der as well as younger
ki ds, for exanple.

Thank you, again, to
Counci | renber Young for his
| eadership on this issue. Thank you
for your tinme.

( Appl ause.)
MR JOHNSON: Hello, ny

name is Sterling Johnson and | am
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testifying in support of the
resol uti on condemi ng the
unconstitutional actions taken by
t he Departnent of Governnent
Efficiency to dismantl e the federal
governnent. | just want to say that
| would just like the city to
address its role in the region and
reframe a ot of what its role in
the state is. Also with the color
counties due to them having a | ot of
surplus that often puts Phil adel phia
in the space of having to defend
itself.

|"ve just been doing a | ot
of housi ng advocacy, doing harm
reducti on advocacy for sone tine.
And in general especially at sone of
the state housing neetings there has
been this idea that Phil adel phi a
takes up a lot of resources,
doesn't -- it also can't adm nister
itself. And | just find it uh

horribly racistand and there's a | ot
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of focus on Kensington which is
really puts us at the space of
havi ng to defend oursel ves.

Wien | think we're
surrounded by sone of the richest
counties in the state and in the
country, honestly we're not poor,
there are a |ot of people in the
region. There's a |ot of uneven
devel opnent, but generally we're one
of the -- we have an abundance of
resources in this space. You know,
| admnister a land trust in this in
the city so |'"mnostly concerned
about | ong-term housi ng.

And for nme the long-term
housi ng has to be done at the
Housi ng Authority, that's the only
pl ace that has housing that doesn't
end, so they have to be involved in
all of the discussions. |If we're
not there, then | don't know what
we're tal king about. Al that stuff

ends.
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The work that |'ve done to
get people into rapidry housing
which is a year or two, nost of
t hose people are back on the street,
so it doesn't really matter for
that. So when we're tal king about
actual solutions, it has to be about
| ong-t erm housi ng.

| like to -- you know, and
| think, you know, this is a point,
that | feel really afraid for
Medi caid, for SNAP for all the
things that -- for all the people
that are going to be hurt. | know
we had di sagreenents about how we're
doing this, but like it's really
going to be bad and I'mreally
af rai d.

So | just want us to really
honestly hold even the state and the

ot her counti es accountabl e for not

havi ng those -- for when people are
inthe city, send thema bill. You
know, | don't know, |'mjust talKking
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off the cuff, I'mlike send them a
bill. Like they are here, they get
resources fromour city, they raise
our taxes on |like sonme of our

el ders. And instead of |ike just
taking themin, send thema bill.
We know they're they they have
detai ners in other counties.

It's like generally they
they put it on us. They're the
richest counties in the country, in
the state. Like Philadelphiais
doi ng our job, we are doing our job
and we care about people, but send
thema bill.

CH EF CLERK: W have
Lynette G eene, Sherry Ann Broussard
and Vivian MIller. My Rickie
Pyatt, Brian El nore and Benjam n
Hoover al so make their way to the
podi um

CHI LD GREENE: Hi, ny nane
is Christian Greene, representing ny

Aunt Sonia. M nane is Christian
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G eene, |I'mrepresenting ny Aunt
Sonia Garrett. And | wanted to say
my aunt is a wonderful woman. She's
a wonder ful woman.

MS. GREENE: Good norni ng,
everybody. M nane is Lynette
G eene and | am speaking on the
behal f of nmy sister Sonia Garrett.
Sonia, | think you should stand so
t hat peopl e can know who you are.

Soni a asked ne if | would
speak this norning and |'mjust as
outgoing as she is, but it's just
sonet hi ng about standing in front of
people. And I nmean | couldn't turn
down the opportunity to oblige her
inthis. And this is ny son
Christian Greene, he says he's
normally not nervous and | know we
have two m nutes and he was supposed
to be 30 seconds of the two m nutes
now.

Sherita d enn spoke earlier

and she wanted ne to just to add a
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few things that she forgot to
mention about Sonia. She stated not
to nmention she is a caregiver to her
not her, which is nmy nomright here,
a supportive nother to her two adult
children and a fun | oving sister,
auntie, cousin and nei ghbor.

| am hunbl ed that she asked
all of us to speak on her behal f.
Now this is what | wanted to say
about Sonia. M sister Sonia is a
remar kabl e woman. | don't know
where she gets the energy from
Li ke she knows every single person
I n Logan.

| nmean, | can be on the
phone with ny sister and she'll say
hold on a mnute. She talks to
every single person. Sonia knows
every nei ghbor and those people stop
to talk to Sonia. She's out at
6:00 a.m sweeping. | said, Sonia,
you know, just use a |eaf blower.

Way are you taking all the tinme to
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sweep? I'msorry -- why are you
taking the time to sweep? But she
gets out she keeps the nei ghborhood
cl ean.

W' ve been in Logan since
1972 and Sonia is just the epitone
of what a nei ghbor, what a citizen
shoul d be. She upholds the norals
and the values in her role and Sonia
has not always wal ked in that role.
And I'mso glad that she has evol ved
to becone the woman that she has
becone today because she used to be
alot nore reserved. And | nean,
she is just a tough act to follow
| don't even know if what was said
about her even begins to explain
what a phenonenal wonman you are,
Sonia. And | amso graced to be in
your presence. And when | have
difficult situations, | always say
what woul d Sonia say? She is just
so wonderful w th people

| mean, she's so snooth and
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her approach and she can get people
tal king and | deeply admre her. M
time is up. GCkay. Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: W have
Sherry Ann Broussard, Vivian M| er,
Ri ckie Pyatt, Brian Elnore. My
Benj am n Hoover, Ernest WI ey
Jenkins, Ernest Wley, David
Al exander Jenkins and Caneron
O Gady al so nmake their way to the
podi um

M5. MLLER MW nane is
Vivian. 1'm Sonia Garrett's nother.
And Sonia Garrett was supposed to be
the bl ock captain but she's nore
than the bl ack captain. She's
al ways working for the best of the
community and for the bl ock.

And peopl e have really
| earned to understand that she is
just putting |ove on them and
wat chi ng over the place so that we
coul d have a place of happi ness and

not fearness and cl eanliness. She's
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just Ms. Block Captain of the
century to us. Thank you.
(Appl ause.)

MR, ELMORE: (Good norni ng,
menbers of council. M nane is
Brian Elnore. |'ma resident of
Fai rmount and |'m here in support
report of Bill 25005, which would
create a parking protected bike |ane
at 22nd and Spring Garden.

The bill was introduced by
Counci | renber Young. | just want to
t hank Counci | menber Young for his
| eadership on this bill. |
regul arly bike, walk and drive on
22nd Street and this project is
sorely, sorely dated in our
comuni ty.

|'ve been organi zi ng around
this project for alittle over two
years now and | would call nyself an
activist. But during the course of
canvasing and tal king to Nei ghbors

about this project, it becane
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apparent to ne that there were a | ot
of fol ks across the city,
particularly parents of young
children, that don't have the tine
to show up to RCO neetings, to show
up to neetings like this to testify
I n support of pedestrian and bi ke uh
projects, but there is an
overwhel m ng anount of support out
there which we denonstrated through
| etters of support from across our
community from school s, parks and
RCCs.

So | woul d encour age
menbers of council, specifically
district council nmenbers to follow
t he | eadershi p of Council nenber
Young and listen to your
constituents who may not have the
time or the privilege to show up to
events like this and express their
opinion. And | want to thank
Council for their |eadership nore

broadly on Vision Zero during this
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budget cycle as well. Thank you.
( Appl ause.)

MR. HOOVER: Thank you.

My nane is Benjam n Hoover,
| egi sl ative representative of the
Phi | adel phi a Federati on of Teachers.

On behal f of President
Arthur Steinberg and the 14, 000
menbers of the Phil adel phia
Federati on of Teachers and as a
25-year nenber of the PFT and
Vet eran Educator, and also as a
proud product of public institutions
and public schools, | rise in
support of resolution 250130
i ntroduced by Counci |l menber Brooks
and al so the resol ution introduced
by Counci | mrenber Thomas t oday.
Opposi ng the constitutional acts of
DOGE to dismantl e our institutions
and al so to oppose the dismantling
and condem the dismantling of the
our Departnment of Public Education.

VWhile I'mhere tal king |
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just want everybody to know that the
PFT wal ks the wal k, as well as talks
the talk. On March 4th, thousands
of teachers in Philadel phia at over
150 school s handed out flyers and
wal ked with signs that declared one
uni fied voice, stop the attacks on
publ i c education. Protect our Kkids.
We wal k the wal k and talk
the tal k because we know how
I nportant education is for our
students and their famlies. W
know t hi s because of our own
experiences. And so many of you
here joi ned us because | think you
know from your own experiences as
students, as sone of you enpl oyees
in the school district of
Phi | adel phia at one point, and as
now parents how i nportant our public
schools are to Philadel phia. So we
PFT thank you, all the nenbers who
came, to take the tinme to stand with

us in body and spirit on March 4th.
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Thank you to all the
counci | menbers and state
representati ves who spoke, Wdener
Menorial. And | want to thank you
agai n because of the power of what
you know. | think you all joined us
and |'ve heard fromso many of you
as graduates of Frankford, Grls,
Ki ng West, Sout hern, Overbrook and
all the other many, | don't want to
forget girls, and Central, all the
ot her many school s i n Phil adel phi a
how i nportant our schools are.

Now, | think it's inportant
to all of us that we know what is at
at stake. W're facing cuts for
26-m |l lion vulnerable kids in every
school district Across the nation.
7.5-mllion students with
disabilities, 15% of students in
every comunity, 10-mllion students
fromworking class famlies could
| ose subsi di zed | oans, increasing

Col | ege costs for working class
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famlies.

And |I'm going to ask
everybody here, all educators,
el ected officials to please -- |
have flyers here for you if they
could -- the sergeant of arns could
pl ease distribute it. And also
anybody here to please contact your
| egislators to end this unfathonabl e
attack on our Kkids.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Ernest Wl ey, David Al exander
Jenkins, Caneron O Gady. My Lynn
Landi s, Marvin Robi nson and Phi
Freedman al so make their way to the
podi um

MR, WLEY: Good norning.
My nane is Ernest Wley. Today |I'm
speaking in the shoes of EMI WI ey,
the energency noney technician. |
have rapi d response protocols to
protect the citizens of Philadel phia

and in all cities throughout the
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United States from Trunp's current
attack on the Social Security
Adm ni stration.

| invented a tri-currency
financial system | wll use the
day rate which is part of the new
budget managenent protocols to
protect the senior citizens from
financial msery and starvation of
food, lights, water and gas.

Al of the city budgets
wi || be balanced and there wll be
zero deficits once it's set up. |If
t he Federal Governnent is out of
service we wll have -- we stil
have the city revenue coll ection
system and the state revenue
col l ection system functi oni ng
properly.

| have to use the revenue
coll ection systens, the tax
preparers and the banks to rescue
the senior citizens fromthe danages

to the Social Security accounts at
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the federal |evel.

Ever since Trunp's first
term| have never called himan
eneny, | called himcrazy. Donald
J. Trunp is aware that he's secretly
attenpting a genoci de on Anerican
citizens, specifically the
Denocrats. He withdrew fromthe
United Nations and the World Heal th
Organi zation. The United Nations
has cases on genoci de and the Wrld
Heal th Organi zation reports to the
United Nations the deaths that occur
in all countries.

By renoving Anerica from
the World Health Organi zation it
allows himto hide the deaths from
the world and Anericans.

Messages for all mgrants.
| have no worries about you your
famly or your |oved ones because |
will be renoving the financial chaos
and inflation fromyour hone country

and very soon you will have a hone
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country to call honme sweet hone.
Mgrating to the United States is
not the way to truth or the |ight
because it's not possible for
8-billion people on earth to nove
her e.

By next year your country
will be fixed so hang in there and
keep your heads up. You may feel
unwant ed and abandoned, but al ways
remenber EJ Wley, the inmm grant
that grew up in Anerica | oves you
Thank you.

MR, ALEXANDER JENKI NS:

Good norni ng, madam chair,
nmenbers, guests of the chanber.
Davi d Al exander Jenki ns.

| rise in favor of the
resolution |aid before us by
Counci | wowan Brooks whi ch condemns
t he unconstitutional actions of the
Depart nment of the Governnent
Efficiency to dismantle the federal

gover nnent .
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Qur forefathers warned us
i n earnest and nost precisely
agai nst this kind of overreach.
James Madi son whom we renenber as
t he founder of our constitution
wote in Federalist No. 47, that the
accumul ation of powers |egislative
executive and judiciary in the same
hands may justly be pronounced as
the very definition of tyranny.

And yet, here we stand
wat chi ng the sei zure and control of
the federal agencies of the people
whi | e bypassing their el ected
representatives and thusly their
will.

This is not efficiency.
Ladi es and gentlenmen this is at best
oligarchy. It is the erosion of
denocracy under the guise of reform
t he taking away of institutions that
protect working famlies while
ensuring its poorly dressed MAGA

basebal | cap wearing, unel ected,
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South African creator continues to
take taxpayer funded contracts
representing billions of dollars
whi | e bankrupting the Anerican
people. | repeat this is neither
efficient nor is it lawful.

In 1796, George WAshi ngton
in his farewel|l address after
refusing the powers of a king no
| ess than three tines warned us
agai nst the rise of powerful
fractions that would subvert the
governnent to serve private
I nterests.

Today we heed that warning
justly condemming with wath and
I ndi gnation the unconstitutiona
authority and systens whereby one
man dictates the fate of our civil
servants and public institutions.

The resolution is witten
not just in defense of our city,
brothers and sisters, but as a

battle cry for the very people of
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Anerica to defend of, by, for the
peopl e.

Let history renenber this
day, this day when denocracy was
under attack, that Phil adel phia
where this nore perfect union was
born stood firmin her defense.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR O GRADY: Hello, Gty
Council. M nane is Caneron O G ady
and |'m here to support each of the
t hree ordi nances regardi ng bike
| anes on various streets today. |
know t here's already been a | ot of
previ ous coments about this bill so
Il wll try to be brief and avoid
repeating previous points.

Phi | adel phia has nmade | ots
of progress when it cones to
pl anni ng and bui |l di ng our bicycle
net wor k, however, there's still nore
to be done including various safety

nmeasures which | know the city has
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done by addressing with Vision Zero.
| live in West Philly and
have personally seen the effects of
how i nprovenents to bi ke | anes
I ncrease usage. 48th Street South
of Market has becone a nmjor bike
corridor after the inprovenents | ast
year. Not only has this change nade
bi ki ng safer, but it has increased
bi ke usage al ong the route.
Subsequently reduci ng the car usage
al ong that route and thus traffic
al ong that route.

Ordi nance |i ke these
however small are neani ngful and
each bl ock of road expanded for bike
| anes is one nore bl ock that nakes
bi ki ng i n Phil adel phi a possi bl e and
encourages nore people to do so. |
will also add that it is especially
I mportant that we take action to
inprove in matters that we as a city
controller spells especially when

considering the state of our federal
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gover nnent .

There is a quote fromthe
novie "Field of Dreans" that
conci sely summarizes nmy view in bike
lanes. "Build it and they wl|
cone." Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: May we have
Lynn Landi s, Marvin Robinson, Phil
Freedman, Heath Myers and Lillian
H ntz al so make their way to the
podi um

M5. LANDIS: Ckay. Good
nmorning ny nane i s Lynn Landis from
Safestreetsphilly.org. | oppose
resol utions 250130, which accuses
t he Departnent of Governnent
Efficiency, DOGE, if you wll of
di smantling the federal governnent.
| al so oppose resol ution 250171
whi ch supports | egal representation
for illegal 1nmgrants.

Apparent |y Denocr at
counci | menbers don't m nd

di smantling our immgration | aws
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through their illegal sanctuary city
policies, but they really don't like
it when Elon Musk and his band of
young techies disnmantle a nmassive
amount of federal waste, fraud and
abuse nmuch of which has enriched
count| ess Denocrats and their
associates in the NGO and non-profit
comuni ty.

It's shocking and at the
sane tinme revealing that Denocrats
want to send endless billions to
def end Ukraine's borders, but not
our own. |It's past tine for
sanctuary city public officials to
be indicted for aiding and abetting
illegal immgrants. |It's past tine
for governnent accountability at
both the federal and |ocal |evel.
And it's way past tine for a change
in political policy, if not
| eadershi p in Philadel phia. Thank
you.

MR, ROBI NSON: First of
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all, I want to give honor to ny Lord
and Savior. Thank each and every
one for this opportunity thank you
councils for being here. | just
want to say this about inmmgration.
| don't have nothing agai nst them
but | just think we as Anericans
that lives here should have just as
great est opportunity as them

And | know from ne being
here for 58 years when we do all ow
I mm gration cones anongst our
communities in our village they take
over, and then that | eaves us wth
nothing. And I know that for a fact
because | live in West Phil adel phi a
and the first immgration ever cane
i n ny nei ghbor hoods was Koreans and
| saw t hat happen.

Now |'m not here for tick
for tack, but I am Anerica, ny
not her raised ne here and | work
hard for ny people and it's very

difficult for ne to get this things
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that they are getting, that they get
freely.

Only thing |'m saying
believe it or not, this is what |
| ove about the |aws, the | aws of
Anerica. Y all all get nad at
Donal d Trunp, but Donald Trunp told
everybody in Anerica what he's going
to do before he got in office, told
everybody and he's doing it. So you
can't get mad wi th sonebody that
didn't |lie because he didn't lie.

He did not lie. He told the truth,
what he's going to do.

But this is what | like for
us to do, stop letting themcone in
our country illegal and make sure
they cone in here process, due
process because if it was ne, |'d
have to do due process. So |I'm not
knocking this, |I'mnot knocking
that, but due process is the Anerica
way and that goes for every human

bei ng. Thank you.
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M5. HI NTZ: Good norni ng.
My nane is Lillian English H ntz and
| amthe advisor for the 49th \Ward.
And unfortunately what they signed
me up to talk about is not what |
cane here to tal k about. Wat |
canme here to tal k about is Sonia
Garrett. And so |'mgoing to take
this opportunity to do that, Madam
chai r man.

And 1'd like to recognize
my council person, the best in the
worl d, Cindy Bass, fromthe 8th
Councilmatic District. And |I am so
grateful for this new counci
because you all are doing the work
and that is one of the other reasons
that 1'm here.

But Sonia Garrett -- | was
the chairman of the 49th Ward for 20
years and | noved out. So our new
ward | eader made ne the advisor for
this 49th Ward that | | ove.

|, as a conmittee person,
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was told that a commttee person is
supposed to know their division.
And our judge on one terrible nonent
had passed away at our division and
| didn't know what to do. W didn't
have a omar sabir downtown that we
could call at that tine.

So | had to junp into
action and that action was at 6:00
in the nmorning to go knock on Soni a
Garrett's door and | didn't ask her
| told her, conme | need your help.
She didn't hesitate, she said she
didn't know what she was doi ng and |
said neither do I, but we're going
to do it.

So we cane and we put
toget her a whol e team at our
division that day to work on the
polls. And you wouldn't know t hat
Sonia didn't know what she was doi ng
because she's been doing it ever
since. Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: May we have
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Stan El |l enburg, Kate Parker, Gbona
Hai ns, Brennan Morag and WIIliam
Bl ocker al so nmake their way to the
podi um

MR, MYERS:. Good norning,
Council. Thank you for letting ne
comment on Bill 250005 today. M
name is Heath and | support the
addition of a bicycle |ane on that
North 22nd Street.

| believe the city could --
I"'msorry, | believe the city could
present an even better proposal that
retains the existing two vehicul ar
| anes wi t hout the need for
| egi sl ation renoving a travel | ane.
North 22nd Street plays a vital role
i n accommodating the traffic needs
of local residents and should be
mai ntai ned as two | anes from Mar ket
Street to Poplar Street.

The projects absence of an
I nterceptor commuter survey points

to an oversight in addressing the
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needs of notorists, energency

servi ces and | oadi ng zones.

Reduci ng | anes on a primary artery
di sproportionately inpacts the
community by hindering daily travel,
emer gency access and essenti al

servi ces.

Furthernore, the plan
neglects traffic |like inprovenents
such as sensors, preenpts and
conput er control which have proven
effective in suburban areas for
enhancing traffic flow and reducing
em ssi ons.

| appreciate the
opportunity to share these concerns
and urge you not to vote for the
renoval of traffic lane to
accommodate a bi ke lane on this
primary artery. Instead the city
can sinply add a bi ke lane within an
exi sting roadway w thout renoving
the traffic | ane maintaining the

corridor's essential function for
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daily commuters and energency
servi ces.

And on a personal note, |
rely on North 22nd Street when
transporting a famly nenber for
routi ne nedical care. M previous
route is now congested after one
| ane was renoved to added bicycle
| ane which caused ne to wait through
mul tiple light cycles at each
I ntersection for several bl ocks.
Thank you very nuch.

MR, ELLENBURG  Good
nor ni ng, Council nenbers. M nane is
Stanl ey Ellenburg. 1|'man
immgration attorney for 35 years.
My office is across the street. |I'm
al so an 8th Ward Council menber. |'m
here to support Bill No. 250171 by
Counci | mrenber Ahnad.

I'"d Iike to thank
Counci | menber for proposing this
bill. 1 think it's very inportant

to show the city's support for
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residents of their comunity. W
all know the fear and confusion in
the immgrant community com ng from
Washington today. And | think it's
i nportant for us to show support of
t hose nenbers of our city who are in
t hat situation.

W're all nenbers -- we're
all immgrants in this city.
Everybody canme from sonebody el se,
our parents, our grandparents, our
great grandparents. So | think it's
i nportant to support these people.
They work hard, they pay taxes, they
educate their children.

And | woul d ask that
Council to listen to the opening
prayer fromthe pastor that
everybody is the sane under the ayes
of God and everybody is entitled to
equal rights under the law. Thank
you.

CH EF CLERK: W have Kate
Par ker, Cbona Haggi ns, Brennan Mrag
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and WIIiam Bl ocker.

M5. PARKER: Good norni ng.
Good norning ny nane i s Kate Parker.
I"'mthe director of policy at the
Def ender Associ ati on of
Phi | adel phia. Chief Defender
Hudson's out of state today, but she
asked ne to offer public comrent to
thank you all for your |eadership in
protecting the rights of
Phi | adel phi a's i nmm grant
conmuni ti es.

From Counci | menber Lozada's
work to expand | egal resources, to
Counci | menber Landau's work to hold
a hearing on our city's preparedness
to Counci |l menber Ahnmad's
I ntroduction of resolution 250171
your efforts are critical to keep
the spotlight on this issue.

Si xty-five percent of
peopl e who were processed by the
Phi | adel phia I mmgration Court since

Cct ober 2019 had no | egal
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representation at all, but with your
support we hope to change that. CQur
of fice already works closely with
HYAS and the Nationality Services
Center, immgration experts here in
the city of Phil adel phia because we
represent people who aren't U S.
citizens as they navigate the
crimnal justice process. But with
a city funding we aimto create an

I mm gration defense unit in our
office which will provide direct
representation to Philadel phi ans who
are at risk for deportation and

det enti on.

W know this | egal
representation matters. Thirty-nine
percent of clients whose cases were
conpleted umwere able to remain
with their famlies here in the
United States. That's conpared to
19% of unrepresented peopl e.

This is particularly

i nportant for the nmai ntenance and of
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the integrity of the famly because
we know that there's over 60,000

U S citizen children living in
Pennsyl vani a who resides wth at

| east one parent who is
undocunent ed.

Representation al so ensures
that people with |egitimte defenses
are able to raise them people |ike
claimng asylum And so we thank
you for your |eadership on this
I ssue and recogni zi ng that |egal
representation isn't a luxury. It's
a necessity for people navigating
this system

( Appl ause.)

MR, BLOCKER: (Good
afternoon, ny nane is WIlIliam
Blocker and I1'd like to thank Cty
Council for giving ne an opportunity
to speak on behalf of ny Uncle Janes
Blocker. And I'd also like to thank
Counci | man Jeffrey Young for pushing

the resolution to have a street nane
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changed to ny uncle's nane.

And if there was ever a man
t hat was deserving of such an honor
it would be ny uncle, Janes Bl ocker.
And it's not just because he's been
an out standi ng busi nessman in our
community for 60, | don't know, 50,
60 years, but the anount of
opportunity and | eadership and
gui dance that he's provided to young
black men in our community it's
just -- | can't even speak on it. |
can't even speak.

He's been a great | eader
for our community. He's provided
nunmer ous services for the old and
the young in our community. And
he's al so raised up nyself, his
nephews, his sons Greg and Kevi n,
and nunerous young bl ack nmen from
our conmunity to go on to be
val uabl e nmenbers of our society. So
i f anybody's deserving of this honor

will be ny uncle, Janes Bl ocker.
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MR, HARRI' S: Good norni ng,
everyone. Good norning, Council.
First I want to thank the Council man
Jeffrey Young for introducing this
| egi sl ation here. M nane is Keith
Harris, a | eader 28th Ward and state
representative.

What can we say about
M. Blocker? Everything actually.
This is a fourth generation
business. This is -- you know,
soneti nes bl ack busi nesses they go
out of existence after the second
generation. M. Bl ocker have
survived the crack epidemc, prior
to that through the gang war
epidem c era. He survived all that
and he's still in business. The
integrity he brings to our
comunity, the help, the advocacy he
brings in the conmunity. So | thank
the councilman and | want to thank
the community for even -- for us

asking to have this done.
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M. bl ocker and his sons
Greg and Kevin is to be conplinented
on the ethics they bring to the
Strawberry Mansion auto repair shop.
kay. So they expanded from one
shop that was on 30th and Dauphin
Street and they expanded up the
street to 31st Street.

You know, so there's two
| ocations that both brothers -- one
operates one and the other operates
the other. So we want to thank this
famly and we want to honor them by
doi ng a nane change for at Dauphin
Street between 29th and Dauphin and
| believe 31st and Dauphin to Janes
Bl ocker Way and al so he's a veteran.
So we want to thank council man and
t hank this Council.

MR, THOMPSON: My nane is
Billy Thonpson and | amalso a
resi dent of the Strawberry Mansion
and would i ke to thank the Council

Presi dent, Council man Jones and Bass
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and all you guys, you are new guys
and thank you guys. Council man
Young, thank you very nuch,
Counci | man young. W' ve been doing
this for years that we've been
wor ki ng on this.

"' ma person that grew up
and born and raised in Strawberry
Mansion and | grew up in the bad
side and now the Lord put nme on the
anot her side, the pastor's side.
Now I'm Billy Thonpson.

But what changed -- what
stood the sane was M. Bl ocker. He
came and he's an Arny veteran. He
cane and started a business. He
turned it over to his son. Now the
ot her son went with a block up the
street now they own the whol e bl ock.
And there's many people in our
nei ghborhood, 1'm 67, still owe him
for a tune-up when M. Bl ocker
opened up the shop. That's the kind
of guy he is.
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So we just want to thank
Counci | man Young for letting us have
our own hero in Strawberry Mnsion
and counci | man Presi dent Johnson and
the rest of you guys, we beggi ng you
guys, please, give us this. Gve us
the sign that we can have sonet hi ng
i n our neighborhood that we grew up
in. W are honeowners. Al of us
here are homeowners. And the ones
that -- | got a brother at 68th,
78th and Ogontz, he bring his car
all the way down there to get a
tune-up cuz he been born and raised.
My dad did it, | didit, my sons
bring their cars to himto the sane
shop.

And M. Bl ocker had one
|l ogo. | can fix everything, but
broken hearts. Amen. So y'all --
y'all bless us with that sign and we
be ever grateful we let our
nei ghbor hood knows how this

happened. W coul d have had our
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nei ghbor hoods down here, but sone of
them you know, they couldn't cone
down and all that. But if y'all
bl ess us and we have an honor, we
bri ng out our hanburgers, they all
going to cone and we're going to
tell themwhat y'all did for us.
Amen.  Anmen.

CH EF CLERK: W have Obona
Haggi ns and t hen Brendan Morag.

MR. MORAG  Good norning.
My nane is Brendan Mdrag. Hard | ast
nanme so totally understand. |I'ma
resi dent of graduate hospital
speaki ng i n support of Council menber
Young's bike lane bills. | wanted
to thank the Council and the Counci
Presi dent Johnson for considering
t hem

In the interest of not
repeating testinony about the safety
and the many benefits that a bike
| ane brings, | will just say that I

noved to Phil adel phia recently and
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part of the reason that | did so was
because of the abundance of ways to
get around the city, whether it
woul d be SEPTA, whether it be bike

| anes, whether it be Indigo.

And | am enheartened by the
Council's willingness and ability to
continue to expand those options for
people |Iike nyself who don't own a
car or choose not to drive around
the city. So | just wanted to say
thank you all for considering the
bill. Hope they go through the
final passage. And | |ook forward
to hopefully seeing nore residents
of the city who use these anenities
and attracting nore people like
nyself to the city through expandi ng
these critical pieces of
infrastructure. So thank you so
much.

MR. HAGEA NS: (bona
Haggi ns, fourth generation, chattel

sl avery survivor.
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Today this body considers
Bill No. 250171, a resolution
recogni zi ng the inportance of | egal
representation in protecting the
rights of inmmgrants when
interacting with | CE

Legal representation is
i ndeed critical when individuals
face governnent action, however, |
nmust ask where is the |egal
representation for Anerican
Freednmen, who have suffered
systematic violations of their
rights for generations. Were is
the legal infrastructure to address
t he deval uation of our hones, the
econom ¢ discrimnation we endure
and the failure of council to define
t he badges, vestiges and incidents
of slavery as required under the
13t h Anmendnent .

We are cogni zant of the
fact that well over 700,000 citizens

i n Phil adel phia have the liberty
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interest in having this office. W
are cogni zant that the Equa
Protection C ause of the 14th
Amendnment mandates that this Counci
provi de an office that serves the
interest of the citizens who
descended from persons enmanci pat ed
fromslavery and are recogni zed in
this city by the holiday Junteenth.
W are cogni zant that the ignorance
of the law is no excuse.

When t he Phil adel phi a
Reparations Coalition for American
Freenmen petition this body for
creation of an office, we're not
asking for a favor. The Honorabl e
Charl es Summer, author of the 13th
Amendnent and Freenen's Bureau once
said we need a Freenen's Bureau not
because these people are Negroes,
but because they are nen who have
have been generations despoil ed by
their rights.

Counci | man O Rour ke has
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shut his doors of his office to ny
organi zati on because | exercise ny
free speech on illegal immgration
| abel ing me a xenophobe. Yet it is
this very Council that refuses to
acknow edge the Anerican Freednen,
citizens whose ancestors built this
nation are still wthout |ega
protections. |If this Council truly
believes in |l egal representation as
a fundanmental right, then let us
extend that right to the Anmerican
Fr eenen.

Starting with the
est abl i shnent of the office of
Freenmen Affairs. | call on Counci
President to cite Council menber
O Rourke for breach of office,
breach of oath and mal practi ce.
(bona Haggi ns, over and out. Thank
you.

CHI EF CLERK: There are no
nore nanes for public comrent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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W will now consider
today's bill on the consent agenda.
I wll ask the clerk to read the
titles of all the bills on the
consent agenda. After each title is

read any nenber may object to the

inclusion of the bill on the consent
agenda, bill or bills on the consent
agenda.

Upon such an objection and
wi t hout debate, the bill will be
I mredi ately renoved fromthe consent
agenda and pl aced on our regular
second reading and final passage
cal endar s.

The clerk will now read the
titles of the bills on the consent
agenda.

CH EF CLERK: Bill No.
241081, an ordi nance authori zi ng
encroachments in the nature of a
sidewal k cafe in the vicinity of 229
South 45th Street, Philadel phia, PA
19104.
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Bill No. 241083, an
or di nance aut hori zi ng encroachnents
in the nature of a sidewal k cafe in
the vicinity of 1148 through 50
South 11th Street, Philadel phia, PA
19147, under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

Bill No. 241107, an
or di nance establishing parking
regulations in the vicinity of North
18th Street between Wod Street and
Callowhill Street, Vine Street
between North 18th Street and North
19th Street, Callowhill Street
bet ween North 18th Street and North
19th Street North 17th Street
bet ween Cal l owhill Street and Wod
Street. Thonpson Street between
North 18th Street and North 17th
Street. Harold Street between North
22nd Street and North 23rd Street.

Bill No. 250002, an
or di nance aut hori zi ng vari ous

encroachnments in the vicinity of 546
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South 45th Street, Philadel phia, PA
19104, under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

Bill No. 250004, an
or di nance anendi ng an ordi nance,
Bill No. 230577 approved Novenber
13th, 2023, entitled granting
perm ssion to Wnnefi el d/ Over br ook
ERUV Association in order to
demar cate the boundaries of a
Wnnefi el d/ Over brook ERUV District
to construct and maintain a clear
nyl on cord and other auxiliary
facilities, including a maxi nrum of
100 pol es and 45 pi eces of
Pl exi gl ass, along over and in
certain public rights of way in city
streets. And order attach such
demarcation facilities to existing
facilities owned by other entities
aut hori zed by other city ordi nances
subject to -- subject to such owners
consent, all under certain terns and

conditions, by extending the period
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for conpliance with the terns and
condi tions stated herein.

Bill No. 250005, an
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 12-71 of
t he Phil adel phia code entitled
""Designation of Bicycle Lanes"," to
aut hori ze a bicycle |lane on North
22nd Street from Spring Garden
Street to G een Street and renove
one travel |lane on North 22nd Street
wthin the same limts, all under
certain terns and conditions.

Bill No. 250006, an
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 12-71 of
t he Phil adel phia code entitled

“"Designation of Bicycle Lanes to
aut horize a bicycle lane on North
13th Street fromCecil B. More
Avenue to Di anond Street, all under
certain terns and conditions.

Bill No. 250007, an
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 12-71 of

t he Phil adel phia code entitled

“Designation of Bicycle Lanes" to
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aut hori ze a bicycle |lane on North
23rd Street between Race Street and
Market Street, under certain terns
and condi tions.

Bill No. 250008, an
ordi nance aut hori zing the vacating
of Clarion Street from Addi son
Street to its termnorthwardly there
fromand reserving and plotting upon
City Plan 308 of a right-of-way for
sewage and drai nage purposes and
wat er nmai n purposes within the |ines
of said Clarion Street being vacated
and aut hori zi ng acceptance of the
grant to the city of said right-of-
way, under certain terns and
condi tions.

Bill No. 250009, an
ordi nance aut hori zi ng encroachnents
in the nature of a sidewalk cafe in
the vicinity of 542 Christian
Street, Phil adel phia, PA 19147,
under certain terns and conditions.

Bill No. 250046, an
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ordi nance aut hori zing the openi ng of
a right-of-way to public on |and
near the intersection of the
sout heasterly side of Bath Street
and the sout hwesterly side of
Victoria Streets, all being | and
owned by the city.
Bill No. 250047, an
ordi nance aut hori zi ng encroachnents
in the nature of a sidewal k cafe in
the vicinity of 1525 South 9th
Street, Phil adel phia, PA 19147,
under certain terns and conditions.
Bill No. 250048, an
or di nance aut hori zi ng encroachnents
in the nature of a sidewal k cafe in
the vicinity of 2049 East Hagert
Street, Phil adel phia, PA 19125,
under certain terns and conditions.
Bill No. 250049, an
or di nance aut hori zi ng vari ous
encroachnents in the vicinity of
1625 South 2nd Street, Philadel phia,

PA 19148, under certain ternms and
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condi tions.

Bill No. 250069, an
or di nance establishing parking
regulations in the vicinity of
W dey Street between Col unbi a
Avenue and Earl Street. Dutton
Street between W dey Street and
Gerard Avenue. Earl Street between
CGerard Avenue and W I dey Street
South 7th Street between Johnston
Street and Bigler Street.

And Bill No. 250070, an
ordi nance est abl i shing parking
regulations in the vicinity of York
Street between Al nond Street and
Mercer Street. Carion Street
bet ween Di cki nson Street and Tasker
Street. Ellsworth Street between
South 7th Street and South 8th
Street. Annin Street between
Marshal | Street and South 7th Street
El | sworth Street between Passyunk
Avenue and South 9th Street. Pierce

Street between South 12th Street and
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South 11th Street. MCellan Street
bet ween South 9th Street and South
10th Street. Jackson Street between
South 5th Street and South 6th
Street. Cross Street between South
5th Street and South 4th Street.
South 5th Street between Mrris
Street and Tasker Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

These bills having been
read on two different days the
guestion for each bill nowis shal
the bill pass finally?

The clerk shall call the
roll and upon being called, each
counci | mrenber shall vote aye on each
of the bills, nay on each of the
bills or indicate those bills for
whi ch the nenber is voting aye and
those bills for which the nenbers is
voting nay.

WIIl the clerk please cal
aroll?

Counci | menber Phillips?
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COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:

Aye on all bills.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
G | nore- Ri chardson?

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON: Aye on all bills.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Gaut hi er?

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER

Aye on all bills.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Jones?

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Aye
on all bills.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | menber
Landau?

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU:  Aye
on all bills.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | menber
Lozada?

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: Aye
on all bills.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nmenber

Young?
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COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.  Aye
on all bills.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Br ooks?

COUNCI LMEMBER BROCKS:  Aye
on all bills.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Harrity?

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:  Aye
on all bills.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
O Rour ke?

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE

Aye on all bills.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | menber
Driscol | ?

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL:

Aye on all bills.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | menber
O Neill was aye.

Counci | renber Squill a?

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Aye
on all bills.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenmber
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Bass?

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Aye on
all bills.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | menber
Ahmad?

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  Aye
on all bills.

CH EF CLERK: And Counci |
Presi dent Johnson?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Aye on all bills.

A mgjority of all the
menbers having voted in the
affirmati ve for each of the bills,
the bills on the consent agenda are
passed.

W will now consider the
bills and resol utions on the regul ar
second reading and final passage
cal endar s.

WIIl the clerk please read
the title of Resolution No. 2501307

CH EF CLERK: A resolution

condemi ng the unconstitutional
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actions taken by the Departnent of
Governnent Efficiency to dismantle
the federal governnent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Brooks for a notion
regardi ng Resol ution No. 250130.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROCOKS:

Thank you, Counci
President. | nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has the noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250130 be adopted. AlIl those in
favor the notion will signify by
saying aye. Those opposed?

The ayes have it. The
notion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

Wul d the clerk please read
the title of Resolution No. 2501577

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
renam ng the 2000 bl ock of North 59
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Street WII Smth Way to honor and
cel ebrate the inpactful career and
| egacy of WIIl Smth, a West

Phi | adel phia native.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Jones from Wnnefi el d,
West Phi | adel phia, born and rai sed,
for a notion regardi ng Resol ution
No. 250157, sir.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Thank
you, M. President. | nove for its
adopti on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded. The Resol ution
No. 250157 be adopted. All those in
favor of the nmotion will signify by
sayi ng aye. Those opposed?

The ayes have it. The
notion carries and the resolution is
adopt ed.

WIl the clerk please read

atitle of Resolution No. 2501637?
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CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
al so nam ng the 2900 bl ock of
Dauphin Street as Janes Bl ocker \Wy.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Jeffrey J. young for a
notion regardi ng Resol ution No. 2501
63.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President. | want to honor
our | ocal heroes and | nove for the
adoption of this resolution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you very nuch. It
been has been noved and properly
seconded. Resolution No. 250163
wi || be adopted.

Al'l those in favor of the
nmotion wll signify by saying aye.
Those opposed?

The ayes have it. The
notion carries and the resolution is
adopt ed.

WIIl the clerk please read
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the title of Resolution No. 2501657

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
denounci ng Senat or Rand Paul 's
National R ght to Wirk Act as
detrinmental to [abor as it
under m nes wor kers col |l ective
bar gai ni ng rights, weakens union
power and threatens worker
protecti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber JimHarrity for a
notion regardi ng Resol uti on No.
250165.

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:

Council President, | nove
for the i medi ate adopti on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
Resol uti on No. 250165 be adopt ed.
Al those in favor of the notion
will signify by saying aye. Those

opposed?
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The ayes have it. The
notion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

WIl the clerk please read
the title of Resolution No. 2501677

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
recogni zi ng i nadequat e heati ng
standards in rental housing across
Phi | adel phi a and enphasi zi ng t he
need to efficiently and
conpr ehensi vel y address heating
I ssues throughout the city.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber O Rourke for a notion
regardi ng Resol ution No. 250167.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE:

Counci | President, | nove
for the adoption of the resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250167 be adopt ed.

All those in favor of the
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notion will signify by saying aye.
Those opposed?

The ayes have it. The
notion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

WIl the clerk please read
the title of Resolution No. 2501717

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
recogni zing the critical inportance
of legal representation in
protecting the rights of inmgrants
when interacting with I mmgration
and Custons Enforcenent, |ICE, and
encouraging all immgrant serving
organi zations to pronote |ega
resour ces.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Dr. N na Ahmad for a
noti on regardi ng Resol ution No.
250171.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHMAD:  Thank
you, Council President. | nove for

t he adoption of the resol ution.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly second that Resol ution No.
250171 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of the
nmotion wll signify by saying aye.
Those opposed?

The ayes have it. The
notion carries and the resolution is
adopt ed.

WIIl the clerk please read
the title of Resolution No. 2500717

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
to anmend Bill No. 240182 approved
June 14t h, 2024, entitled an
"Ordinance to adopt a capital
programfor the six fiscal years
2025 through 2030," inclusive, by
revi sing various appropriation
amounts and totals to conformto
amendnents to the FY 2025 capital
budget ordi nance,"” all under certain
terms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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This Bill has been read on
two different days. The question
now is shall the bill passed
finally?

WIIl the chief clerk please
call the roll?

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:

Counci | menber Phillips?

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:

Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
G | nore- Ri chardson?

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

RI CHARDSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | menber
Gaut hi er ?

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER

Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menmber
Thomas?

COUNCI LMEMBER THOMAS:  Aye.
And | would also Iike to be
recogni zed as aye on all bills and

resolutions that I m ght have
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m ssed.

Jones?

Landau?

Lozada?

Young?

Br ooks?

Harrity?

O Rour ke?

Thank you.
CH EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER
CHI EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER
CHI EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER
CH EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER
CHI EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER
CH EF CLERK

COUNCI LMEMBER
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER
Aye.

Counci | menber

JONES: Aye.

Counci | renmber

LANDAU:  Aye.

Counci | menmber

LOZADA:  Aye.

Counci | nrenber

YOUNG  Aye.

Counci | renber

BROOKS:  Aye.

Counci | renber

HARRI TY:

Counci | nrenber

O ROURKE:
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CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Driscol | ?

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL:

Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menmber
O Neill was aye.

Counci | renber Squill a?

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:

Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Bass?

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Ahmad?

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: And Counci |
Presi dent Johnson?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Aye. The ayes are 17, the
nays are zero. A mgjority of al
menbers having voted in the
affirmative, the bill passes.

| want to take a nonment to

recogni ze Council menber G | nore-
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Ri chardson. You want to be recorded
as voting aye on all bills and
resol uti ons when you stepped up for
a second?

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON:  Surely, Council
President. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

You' re wel cone.

WIIl the clerk please read
the title of Bill No. 2500727

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
aut hori zing transfers and
appropriations for fiscal year 2025
fromthe G ants Revenue Fund,
certain or all city offices,
departnents, boards and conm ssions
to the General Fund, certain or al
city offices, departnents, boards
and conm ssions, and the
Transportation Fund, certain or all
city offices, departnents, boards
and conm ssi ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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two diffe

now i s sh

pl ease ca

Phillips?

This bill has

rent days.

been read on

The question

all the bill pass finally.

Wuld the chief clerk

Il the roll?

CHI EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:

G | nore-Ri chardson?

COUNCI LMEMBER

Rl CHARDSON:  Aye.

Gaut hi er?

Thomas?

Jones?

CHI EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER
CHI EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER
CHI EF CLERK:

Counci | renber

PHI LLI PS:

Counci | renmber

G LMORE

Counci | renber

GAUTHI ER

Counci | renmber

THOVAS: Aye.

Counci | nrenber

JONES: Aye.

Counci | renmber
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Landau?

COUNCI LMEMBER

CH EF CLERK:
Lozada?

COUNCI LMEMBER

CH EF CLERK:
Young?

COUNCI LMEMBER

CH EF CLERK:
Br ooks?

COUNCI LMEMBER

CH EF CLERK:
Harrity?

COUNCI LMEMBER
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
O Rour ke?

COUNCI LMEMBER
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Driscol | ?

COUNCI LMEMBER
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:

LANDAU:  Aye.

Counci | renber

LOZADA:  Aye.

Counci | renber

YOUNG  Aye.

Counci | nrenmber

BROCKS: Aye.

Counci | nrenber

HARRI TY:

Counci | menmber

O ROURKE:

Counci | renber

DRI SCOLL:

Counci | renmber
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O Neill was aye.
Counci | menber Squill a?

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:

Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menmber
Bass?

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Ahmad?

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: And Counci |
Presi dent Johnson?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Aye. The ayes are 17, the nays are
zero.

A nmgjority of all nenbers
havi ng voted in the affirmative, the
bill passes.

WIIl the chief clerk please
read the title of Bill No. 2500737

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
to anend Bill No. 240181 approved
June 14th, 2024, entitled an

ordi nance to adopt a fiscal 2025
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capi tal budget by revising various
appropriation anmounts and totals,
all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This bill having been read
on two different days, the question
now is shall the bill pass finally?

WIl the chief clerk please
call the roll?

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Phillips?

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | menber
G | nor e- Ri char dson?

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
Rl CHARDSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menmber
Gaut hi er?

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nmenber

Thomas?

Page 128

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 06/ 2025

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

Jones?

Landau?

Lozada?

Young?

Br ooks?

Harrity?

O Rour ke?

COUNCI LMEMBER
CHI EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER
CHI EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER
CHI EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER
CH EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER
CHI EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER
CH EF CLERK

COUNCI LMEMBER
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER
Aye.

THOVAS:  Aye.

Counci | menber

JONES: Aye.

Counci | renmber

LANDAU:  Aye.

Counci | menmber

LOZADA:  Aye.

Counci | nrenber

YOUNG  Aye.

Counci | renber

BROOKS:  Aye.

Counci | renber

HARRI TY:

Counci | nrenber

O ROURKE:
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CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Driscol | ?

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL:

Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menmber
O Neill was aye.

Counci | renber Squill a?

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:

Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

Bass?

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:

Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | menber
Ahmad?

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: And Counci |
Presi dent Johnson?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Aye. The ayes are 17 and
nays are zero.

A mgjority of all nenbers
havi ng voted in the affirmative, the

bill passes.
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WIIl the chief clerk please
read any additional resolutions on
today' s cal endar?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on recogni zing March 2024 as
colon rectal cancer awareness nonth
and pronoting the public awareness
of the risk of colon cancer
i ntroduced by Counci | menber
Phillips.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Phillips for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLIPS: In
conjunction w th Council nenber
Quetcy Lozada, | nove for the
adoption of the resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol ution be adopted. Al those in
favor wll signify by saying aye.

Aye. Those opposed?
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The ayes have it. The
resol ution is adopt ed.

Wul d the clerk please read
the title of the next resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on wel com ng, recognizing
and commendi ng Morehouse Col | ege and
the "Get On The Bus" initiative for
their dedication to nentorship,
| eader shi p and comuni ty enpower nent
i n Phil adel phia introduced by
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recognizes the
Mor ehouse man, Counci | menber
Phillips, for a notion on a
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:

Thank you, Counci
President. | nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and

properly seconded that the
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resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.
Aye. Those opposed?

The ayes have it. And the
resol ution is adopted.

WIIl the clerk please read
the title of the next resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on honoring the 50th
anni versary of CODUNDE t he | argest
African-Anmerican street festival in
the United States and its inpact on
African and African-Anmerican
Heritage culture and comunity,

i ntroduced by Council nenber G | nore-
Ri chardson on behal f of Council
Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber G | nore- Ri chardson.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

RI CHARDSON:  Thank you, Counci

President. On your behalf | nove
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for the adoption of the resolution.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resolution wll be adopted. Al
those in favor of the notion wll
signify by saying aye. Aye. Those
opposed?
The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.
WIIl the clerk please read
the title of the next resol ution?
CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on recogni zi ng March 2nd
t hrough the 8th, 2025, during
Wnen's History Month as Wnen in
Construction, WC week, in the city
of Phil adel phia introduced by
Counci | nrenber G | nore- Ri chardson.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber G | nore-Ri chardson for
a notion on a resolution.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
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RI CHARDSON:  Thank you, Counci
President. On behalf of all the
Wonen in Construction, | nove for
t he adoption of the resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion will signify by saying aye.
Aye. Those opposed?

The ayes have it. And the
resolution is adopted.

WIl the clerk please read
the title of the next resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on recogni zing the
Pennsyl vani a Muni ci pal League, the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a's
ol dest nuni ci pal associ ati on, and
one of five of the oldest in the
nation as it celebrates its 125th
Anni versary introduced by

Counci | menber Thomas.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Thomas for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:

Thank you, Counci
President. In collaboration with
Counci |l menber Brian O Neill, we nove
for the adoption of the resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye. Aye. Those
opposed?

The ayes have it. And the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIl the clerk please read
the title of the next resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on honoring and recogni zi ng
the National Coalition of 100 bl ack

Wnen, Inc., Pennsylvania Chapter
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NC100 BWPA, on their annual

| egi sl ative day and for their

dedi cati on to advanci ng gender and
raci al equity and enpower enpoweri ng
bl ack wonen during Whnen's History
Mont h i ntroduced by Council menber
Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Jones for a notion on
a resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: On
behal f of all enlightened nen, |
nove for the adoption.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al those in favor w |
signify by saying aye. Aye. Those
opposed?

The ayes have it. And the
resol ution is adopted.

WIIl the clerk please read
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the title of the next resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution authorizing the conmttee
on education to investigate Federal
DElI programrol | backs and their
effects on Phil adel phia's tax
exenpt ed hi gher education
institutions introduced by
Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Jones for a notion on
a resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Thank
you, again, M. President. | nove
for the adoption.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resolution wll be adopted.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye. Aye. Those
opposed?

The ayes have it. And the
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resol ution is adopt ed.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Wul d the clerk please read
the title of the next resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on honoring and
congratul ati ng Col eman Dom ngo for
hi s second GOscar nom nation for the
best actor in a |eading role award
at the 97th Acadeny Awards for his
role as John Divine G Whitfield in
the filmSing Sing introduced by
Counci | mrenber Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Landau for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU: |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the

resol uti on be adopt ed.
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Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye. Aye. Those
opposed?

The ayes have it. And the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIl the chief clerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on declaring March 2nd
t hrough 8th, 2025, as Teen Tech
Week, in the city of Phil adel phi a,
and recogni zi ng the inportance of
digital literacy to enpower teens to
be i nfornmed and responsible digital
citizens introduced by Council menber
Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Landau.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU

Thank you. | nove for the
adoption in the resolution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resolution wll be adopted.

Al'l those in favor w il
signify by saying aye. Aye. Those
opposed?

The ayes have it. And
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIl the clerk please read
the title of the next resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resolution to clearing March 2nd
t hrough 8th, 2025, as Nationa
Consuner Protection Wek, in the
city of Phil adel phia, introduced by
Counci | menber Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | nrenber Landau for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU

Thank you, Counci
President. | nove for the adoption

of the resol ution.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wl|
signify by saying aye. Aye. Those
opposed?

The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIIl the clerk please read
the title of the next resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution recogni zing March as
Wnen's History Month, in the city
of Phil adel phia, introduced by
Counci | menber Lozada.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Quetcy Lozada for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:

Thank you, Counci
President. | nove for the adoption

of the resol ution.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor the
nmotion wll signify by saying aye.
Aye. Those opposed?

The ayes have it and
resol ution is adopted.

Wul d the clerk please read
the title of the next resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution recogni zing, celebrating
and expressing gratitude to Charl ene
Samuel s for her |eadership and
unwaveri ng dedication to inproving
the lives of her neighbors in Logan
and her years of tireless and
selfless service to the city of
Phi | adel phia and its constituents on
the occasion of Winen's History
Mont h, introduced by Council nenber
Br ooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Page 143

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 06/ 2025

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Brooks for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS: |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol ution be adopted. Al those in
favor wll signify by saying aye.
Aye. Those opposed?

The ayes have it and the
resolution is adopted.

Wuld the clerk please read
the title of the next resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on honoring and conmendi ng
Sonia Garrett for her constant
service to her community and her
tireless devotion to inproving the
| ives of her neighbors in Logan,
Nort h Phil adel phia, on the occasion

of Wonen's History Mnth, introduced
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by Counci | menber Brooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Brooks for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS: |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopted. Al those in
favor of the nmotion will signify by
saying aye. Aye. Those opposed?

The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIl the clerk please read
the title -- y'all can clap. Go
ahead. Y all want to give a round
of appl ause? Congratul ations.

WIIl the clerk please read
the title of the next resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privil eged

resol ution proclaimng the nonth of
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March 2025 as Irish Heritage Mnth,
in the city of Phil adel phia and
honoring the St Patrick's Day
Observance Associ ation of

Phi | adel phi a, introduced by
Counci | mrenber Driscoll.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Driscoll for a notion
on a resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL: On
behal f of Councilman Brian O Neill
and nyself, we nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al those in favor w |
signify by saying aye. Aye. Those
opposed?

The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIIl the clerk please read
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atitle of the next resolution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on honoring and
congratul ati ng the Neumann Coretti
G rls basketball team on w nning the
Phi | adel phi a Cat hol i c League
Chanpi onshi p, introduced by
Counci | menber Squill a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Squilla for a notion
on a resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:

Thank you, M. President.
I nove for adoption of the
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion will signify by saying aye.
Aye. Those opposed?

The ayes have it and the

Page 147

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 06/ 2025

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the clerk please read
the title of the next resol ution?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

A privileged resolution
t hanking A. Bruce Craw ey, founder
of MIIlennium 3 Managenent, the
Af rican- Aneri can Chanber of Comrerce
and a foundi ng nenber of Visit
Phi | adel phia for his decades of
| eadershi p and i nval uabl e
contributions to the business,
hospitality and political
comuni ties in Phil adel phi a,

I ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Ahmad on
behal f of Council President Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Dr. N na Ahmad.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  Thank
you, Council President. | nove for
t he adoption of the resolution on
your behal f.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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It has been noved and
properly second that the resol ution
be adopt ed.

Al those in favor the
nmotion wll signify by saying. Aye.
Those opposed? The ayes have it and
the resolution is adopt ed.

WIIl the clerk please read
the title of the next resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
President, there are no further
resolutions in nmy possession.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

That conpl etes our cal endar
for today. GCkay. Are there any
speeches on the part of the
mnority?

The chair recogni zes
mnority | eader Council nenber Kendra
Br ooks.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROCKS:

Thank you so nuch,
Counci | renber -- | nean, Council

Pr esi dent .
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Two weeks ago | introduced
a resol uti on condemi ng DOGE and
El on Musk, nmass firing of public
servants and cuts of services to
work -- that the working famlies
depend on.

In my resolution we
directly condemm the way he was
taking mllions per day in tax
dollars for his business interest
whil e the average wel fare recipient
has to survive off a couple hundred
dollars a nonth. This is what
ol i garchy | ooks |ike and when
billionaires corrupt the | egislative
pr ocess.

Si nce ny introduction Misk
attacks have escal ated on the
Departnent of Education, the
Departnment of Labor and every ot her
entity that limts his power or
protects working peopl e agai nst
corporate greed.

The Trunp Admi ni stration
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plans to cut food stanps, schoo

| unches, housing prograns at a tine
when working famlies are already
struggling. And they're doing it so
they can fund tax breaks for the
weal t hy.

Wth these attacks fromthe
federal level, it's up to us to
fight back on the local |evel on the
behal f of the peopl e of
Phi | adel phia. W do that with
| egislation |ike the Power Act which
protects workers and strengthens our
Departnent of Labor, co-sponsored by
13 of ny coll eagues.

W do that by not limting
our policy options to tax breaks for
corporations in the city with a
poverty rate of over 20% W do
that by standing with our inmm grant
and wor ki ng cl ass nei ghbor hoods.

Phi | adel phia we protect our own.
Al so, we do that by honoring the

wor k public servants -- public --
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I"msorry, honoring the work public
servants do in governnent everyday,
whi ch brings nme to ny resol utions
t oday.

As we begin Wonen's History
Month this week, | wanted to
recogni ze two of ny sheros. Once
agai n, North Phil adel phia, Logan-
Ni cetown area Ms. Sonia Garrett and
Ms. Charl ene Sanmuels. Both of these
wonen have devoted countl ess hours,
over several decades to protecting
and inproving their community in
Logan.

|"mgoing to start with
Ms. Sonia Garrett is a parent, a
foster parent, a block captain, a
poll worker and a | eader of nmultiple
conmuni ty organi zations, including
the Logan Civic Association and the
Ni cetown CDC. In other words, she
is constantly giving back to her
comunity in so many ways and al nost

every way possible.
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And next | have to
hi ghli ght Ms. Charl ene Samuel s, who
IS the president of the Logan G vic
associ ation and a fierce advocate
for her community. She's also the
constituent services representative
in nmy office and way before that she
was ny constituent services rep. M
go-to person, no matter where she
was, what whatever role she served
in hel ping nme navigate hard tines in
my life. So I was honored to bring
her on as part of ny teamand |I'm
even nore honored to recogni ze her
right nowin this nonent.

What | can say about
Charl ene, she has hel ped hundreds,
' m sayi ng probably nore than that,
Phi | adel phi ans, find housing. She
resol ved conflicts and access city
services. And when it cones to
serving constituents, she accepts
not hi ng | ess than excell ence for

herself and for her fellow public
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servants.
Both in her nei ghborhood
and here in Cty Hall, she has
rai sed the bar for what
Phi | adel phi ans expect and deserve.
And for ne, she is a constant
rem nder of what | amhere to do
whi ch is serve our people.
So | want to honor both of
t hese wonen and just say thank you.
Thank you for your commtnent to our
communi ty. Thank you for your
comm tnent to our governnent. And
t hank you for your commtnent to the
city. Thank you.
( Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Counci | menber O Rour ke?
COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE
Thank you, Counci
Pr esi dent.
El der Edward Fi el ds, pastor
of the Anbassador Seat of Love

Church at the invitation of Menber
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Young, | believe thoroughly
fulfilled the request to provide
i nvocation for our proceedings this
nmor ni ng.

| said invocation. That is
to invoke, to invoke, to i nvoke the
aid of providence and aid in the
sacred -- of the sacred, | should
say, into the business and the
dealings of the secular. Wrld
because as Carl Bart said, we can't
do it oursel ves.

So | want to thank Pastor
Buster, as he is affectionately
called, for being authentically Ied
of the spirit this norning. Spirit
of the living god and invoking that
aid, that providence and that Spirit
fromthe Lord's house into this, the
peopl e' s house, and doing so through
song as fol ks noti ced.

Menber Gaut hier in just
turned around and said, |DK, | ooks

i ke you m ght have sone
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conmpetition. | laugh, it's funny.
She says it in just, but it is funny
because it really ain't no
conpetition. For folks that don't
know, he was in a conpetition
already | think it was back in 2020
that brother made it, | think to the
finals, top 10, in a little
conpetition called Sunday's Best.

So if you looking for fol ks who can
sang and rai se the prai se Pastor
Buster is one of the best at it.

Al so, no conpetition
because any of us at best are, but
willing vessels used of the sane
spirit. W are one in the spirit as
sone mght say. Sane spirit that
| eads Pastor Buster is the sane
spirit that leads ne is the sane
spirit that | believe | ed Menber
Jones last week in his remarks at
the start of the holy nonth of
Ramadan is the sane spirit that |ed

Menmber Landau and Menber Jones to
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stand wwth ne when we called for the
rel ease of one van after counsel is

the sane spirit that noves any of us
to sing to speak, to wite, to

| egi slate, to organize, to do those

things that are right and are just.

Sane Spirit. W are one in
that spirit. Flowing fromthat
t hought with a nod to the Prophet
Mohammed peace be upon him | want
to offer up the words of the Prophet
| sai ah as an anchoring thought For
the Lent season. Qur Muslim
siblings got started | ast week, now
Is the Christian's turn to step into
this season of focus and fasting he
says and | quote:

"I's not this the kind of
fasting | have chosen to | oose the
chains of injustice and untie the
cords of the yoke, to set the
oppressed free and to break every
yoke. Is it not to share your food

with the hungry and to provide the

Page 157

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 06/ 2025

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

poor wanderer with shelter, when you
see the naked to clothe them and not
to turn away fromyour own flesh and
bl ood. Then your light will break
forth Ii ke the Dawn and your healing
wi Il quickly appear. Then your
ri ghteousness will go before you and
the glory of the Lord will be your
rear guard. Then you wll call and
the Lord will answer and you w ||
cry for help and he wll say here am
l.

"If you do away with the
Yoke of oppression wth the pointing
finger wwth malicious talk and if
you spend yourselves in behal f of
the hungry and satisfy the needs of
t he oppressed then your light will
rise in the darkness and your night
wi Il becone |ike the noon day. The
Lord will guide you always and he'll
satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched
| and. "

This is a holy nonth of
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Ramadan for our Miuslins, a holy 40
days of fasting and focus for the

Christians. Qur Jew sh siblings

will be joining us not too, too |ong
fromnow as well in their own holy
days. And | just want to nmake sure

that we raise this up and be m ndfu
of the values and that spirit that
drives us to do any good thing.

| also want to nention and
t hank Menber Jones, Chairman Jones
again for cheering and hearing and
standing with, as | said Vietlead
and hontos | ast week, as well as
Menber Landau.

So nuch going on that |
t hi nk speaks to what it neans to do
work for and on behalf of the
people. Sone of the issues that
were raised in that hearing that we
had earlier this week are of
i nportance to so many of you here in
this chanber, so many of ny

col | eagues. |'mthinking about the
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forensic intensive recovery piece
that | think would be of interest to
t he Kensi ngton Caucus. Technical

vi ol ati ons of post-rel ease
supervision that, | believe is of
interest to Council man Thomas as
wel | as you Council President.

First Judicial District procedures
around bail hearings, | think many
fol ks are concerned about that.

| want to thank everyone
who canme out to share their
t houghts, their concerns and their
experiences. W have to figure out
how to at |east get our jails up to
the Constitutional standards which
is not a high bar. So | | ook
forward to building on this effort
in the nonths and years to cone.

Not only that, we continue
to work on efforts that | believe
are kind of a through line and
inportant lifeline for all

Phi | adel phi ans across the city,
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SEPTA. W hear about that from M
Bl at stein every single week, however
annoyed you nay be by his rem nding
of us, | do believe it is inportant.
| agree with himon that front.

We did have a hearing
yesterday and many fol ks felt that
that was good. | want to thank
Menber Driscoll, Chairman Driscoll
of the Transportation Conmttee,
Menber Gaut hi er, Menber Landau,
Counci| President and others that
came. There were sone state reps
and senators there and | believe
that we had a good one.

| said in yesterday's
hearing and I'Il say it again Cty
Council's remt on this issue boils
down to | ocal funding which we
boosted | ast year. |'mexcited to
see what nore we can do to help
SEPTA and | don't see why any
el ected official in Southeastern

Pennsyl vani a woul d di sagree with
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that. And | hope that we can all
keep that energy fromGCty Hall to
Harri sburg.

| could speak to a nunber
of other things that are going on in
the world, but I think so much of
t hat has been said. That having
been said, Council President, |
t hank you for your |eadership in
this chanber and all ow ng a young
preacher to get up there and inspire
me today through his song and
letting it rise. | believe this
benefits all of us. Thank you,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you very nuch.

Are there any speeches on
behal f of the majority?

The Chair recognizes the
gentl eman from Nort hwest
Phi | adel phi a, Counci | menber Ant hony
Philli ps.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:

Page 162

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 06/ 2025

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

Thank you, Counci
Presi dent .

| just sinply wanted to say
a couple words about Sonia Garrett
and Charlene Sanmuels. My first
public service as a council nenber in
Logan began with Charl ene Sanuel s
and Sonia Garrett. It was a cleanup
around the Logan triangle area. And
everything that was said about those
two individuals today is true.

They are absolutely the
definition of what you cal
i ndi vidual s that are rel uctant
| eaders. They don't desire the
spotlight, but when called to serve,
they lead. And so | just want to
t hank Counci | woman Kendra Brooks for
honoring themtoday and for all the
work that they're doing in Logan
communi ty. Thank you all so nuch.

And | al so want to thank
everyone for comng to the | ega

dunpi ng hearing. | received sone
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wonder ful insight on how the city of
Phi | adel phia is doing a great job
with cleaning the city when it cones
to illegal dunping.

So Carlton WIIlians and
Conmm ssi oner Jacobs are doi ng sone
great work there. However, we're
maki ng some nore progress around
enforcenent and prevention and so
that's going to have to happen, and
that insight cane froma | ot of
advocates and residents. | want to
t hank them for com ng, and one of
themincluded JimHarrity.

And a coupl e ot her people
mentioning that we need to begin to
shanme the individuals who are doing
illegal dunpling publicly, put them
on TV on social nedia, put their
faces and at sone point they can't
do business in the city of
Phi |l adel phia. So I'mreally |ooking
forward to this norning what that

| ooks like in the com ng nonths.
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And lastly, | just want to
t hank the Phil adel phi a Federati on of
Teachers. They've been doing a good
job with us, you know, working with
all of us to shame this
adm nistration for all the cuts that
they're doing at the federal
governnent | evel around our
education. And | was happy to join
several of our nenbers at -- where
was |? At Prince Hall the other
day, and then | didn't get make it
to the Wdener, but Prince Hall we
did sone |it drops around this issue
and al so sone protesting.

And honestly, you know, we
as Denocrats just have to do a
better job with uniting against
Donal d Trunp. You know, today |
just |earned that our Denocratic
federal governnent, Congressional
peopl e, ten nmenbers of the
denocratic party voted to side with

Republ i cans to censor Representative
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Al Geen. And to ne that's just
i nexcusabl e. The Republican Party
woul d have never did that to one of
their nenbers even if they thought
that that was a wong thing to do.
And honestly it wasn't a wong thing
to do. It may not have been the
right tinme, but the right time for
us is for us to unite. So |I'myvery
di sappointed in those 10 nenbers and
we got to find a way to unite better
agai nst Donald Trunp. Thank you.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes
Counci | woman Jam e Gaut hi er.
COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Counci l
President. Last year with the
support of this body, | was able to
create a new properly tax relief
program cal l ed the | ow i ncone
properly tax freeze. This is a
program that provides relief for

| ow-i ncone honeowners in freezing
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their properly taxes at prior year
| evel s.

| thought that it was
inportant to do this because | knew
that an increase in assessnents was
com ng and that would hit
communities |ike mne especially
har d.

The | ow i ncone properly tax
freeze is a vehicle to protect, you
know, sone of the nost vul nerable
homeowners in the city who are
overwhel m ngly bl ack and brown.

The original deadline for
the application for the program was,
| believe January 31st. By that
time we had seen just under 1,700 uh
homeowners apply for the program or
recei ve acceptance into the program
but we believe that 62, 000
homeowners in our city are eligible
for the program

So here | want to take sone

time to credit Council nenber Landau
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who is ny vice chair on the Housing
Commi ttee. She has been tenacious
in tracki ng how many people are
bei ng accepted into this program and
pushi ng for extensions so that we
can get nore people in, so that they
could see this relief.

Her first push around this
extended the deadline to February
the 28th and today we co-introduced
a bill that would extend the
deadl i ne even further to Septenber
30th, to put it inline with the
application deadline for sone of the
city's other tax relief prograns.

Additionally, our bill as
proposed woul d allow for retroactive
qualification for future applicants
and nove us towards the ultimate
I deal of automatic enrollnment for
honmeowners who are qualified so that
peopl e aren't |eaving noney on the
table. W instituted this program

so that we coul d stop di spl acenent
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as it relates to increases in
properly taxes anong the nost

vul nerabl e honeowners in the city
and we want to nake sure that
everyone is taking advantage of it.

One thing that is really
speci al about Phil adel phia is that
we have al ways had been a city of
honmeowner shi p and t hat has been rang
t hrough up and down the soci o-
econom c spectrum So we even have
you know a significant anmount of
homeowners who are | ow i ncone and
wor ki ng cl ass and we need to protect
t hat and make sure that the those
fol ks are not displaced fromtheir
nei ghbor hoods, particularly by city
properly taxes.

And so | feel proud of the
wor k that we have done. Thank you
to this body. Thank you to
Counci | menber Landau for pushing for
even nore tinme and opportunity for

people to enroll in this vita
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program And | hope that these this
bill makes it across the finish
line. So thank you so nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

You're wel cone. Thank you.
Good j ob.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrember Curtis Jones, Jr.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Thank
you, M. President, and thank you
for those dates. Around 6:01 p.m,
I'"'mgoing to enjoy themwhile |
break fast and I want to thank
Menber O Rourke for his insightfu
commentary today and recogni zi ng al
of the religions during this nonth,
whet her it's Lent or Ramadan and
soon with the Jewi sh faith.

Many of us had to suffer
through the president's address. A
| ot of us boycotted watching it not
to give himany extra ratings on the
subject matter. But as Menber

Brooks tal ked about the many things
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that he began to bully Anmericans
about, to intimdate countries
about, snatching, |and grabbing and
bul | yi ng the worl d.

| want to focus on just one
aspect of that bullying which is
DElI, Diversity, Equity and
Inclusion. And nore inportantly,
sone of the reactions private
corporations have had to that and
educational institutions have had to
t hat .

A |l ot of people hide
behind -- well, you know, the devil
made ne do it. But sone of us
believe that if you did it, you
wanted to do it anyway.

|'d like to focus on the
fact that this week | had the
opportunity to go up to St Joe's
Uni versity where a Menber Mbrgan
Cephas of the house was able to
negotiate a community benefits

agreenent that incorporated
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busi nesses, conmunity organi zations,
schools. They adopted Gonpers in a
way that is going to be a replica of
what is happening in Jame
Gauthier's district with the
Uni versity of Penn.

| want you to know t hat
whether it's the boycott of Target
for the nonth of Lent we have power.
That brown peopl e have the
pur chasi ng power of Canada. |f you
i ncl ude bl ack and brown and wonen,
t hat exceeds many nations throughout
around the world. So we can choose
to fight back in that regard.

Lord knows | hate a bully.
Lord knows out of all -- | fought
bullies when I wouldn't fight for
nmysel f about stuff because they were
bul |l yi ng others. W have to choose
to stand up. Wen it cones to
education institutions and they say,
well, he nmade ne do it, | can't.

What do | do? | nay | ose noney.
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I"mgoing to say to you life is
hard, but we can choose to | ook at
pilots to determ ne whet her or not
you' re payi ng your fair share,
whet her or not you are contributing
to the communities that you shadow.
Choose your heart. You can
either stand up to them or you goi ng
to have to face us, but we will not
sit by and be bullied by anyone.
There's too many peopl e dependi hg on
what we do to defend themin this
time. So we've introduced a
resol ution that | ooks at education
institutions and I'mgoing to
appl aud Menmber Gaut hier for what
she's doing to work it out with
Penn. | get it. [|'mthankful for
what St Joe's does, but we're going
to |l ook at each of those
institutions to determne if you
back up for this because you think
you' re getting bullied, then we need

to eval uate what you do for the
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communi ties in which you reside.

To the people who are
listening, we ain't scared. You
can't -- you mght think if you
ignore a bully, if you | ower your
gaze to a bully or if you whine to a
bully, that's |ike the rationale of
a rabbit, whining to a wlf. It's
only going to attract them Stand
up, hold your head up, fight back.
Thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you, M Jones. Very
wel | sai d.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Dr. N na Ahnmad.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  Thank
you, Council President. And | thank
nmy coll eague Curtis Jones for his
remarks to really talk about
standing up when it's inportant.

And | also want to thank all ny
col | eagues today for voting for the

adopti on of the resolution 250171
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Phi | adel phia nust stand for
justice and due process. Every
person regardl ess of inmgration
status deserves access to fair |egal
representation. Legal support is
not just a privilege, it is a
fundanental issue of justice and due
pr ocess.

We cannot let a 34 tines
convi cted fel on nmake division
anongst us and nmake us despair for
our humanity. W wll not do that
here in Philadel phia. |Inmgrants
have al ways been a corner stone of
Anerica's history, econony and
cul ture.

We cannot ignore the fact
that our country was built by
I mm grants, sonme who were brought
here against their will and even our
founding fathers were by definition
i mm grants thensel ves arriving
wi t hout perm ssion of the indigenous

peopl e who were al ready here.
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Denoni zing inm grants is
bot h hypocritical and
count erproductive. Instead we
shoul d recogni ze their contributions
and ensure they have | ega
protections that they deserve. Many
immgrants face conplicated | egal
proceedi ngs that can determne their
ability to stay in the country, yet
they often | ack proper |egal
support. Studies show that detained
immgrants with | egal
representations are 11 tinmes nore
likely to seek relief and twi ce as
likely to obtain relief than those
wi t hout counsel .

Ensuring legal aid for
immgrants is not just the right
thing to do, it also strengthens our
communi ties by preventing unjust
detenti ons and deportations. You
know, this |ICE enforcenent creates
fear and instability that continues

to nmake our conmmunities afraid.
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Many i mm grants are unaware of their
| egal rights when confronted by |ICE
and may unknowi ngly wave protections
avail able to them

This resol ution ensures
that inmm grant communities know
their rights and have access to
trusted | egal resources when needed.
We nust expand partnerships with
non-profit organi zati ons, such as
the American | nmmgration Lawers
Associ ation, Phil adel phia Legal
Assi stance, the ACLU, and others
that were nentioned in testinony
t oday about this resolution.

Phi | adel phia's Public
Def enders are taking a crucial step
by formng an | mm grati on Defense
Unit, which will provide essentia
| egal support to inmmgrants and
those entangled in the justice
system Increasi ng awar eness of
| egal hotlines pro bono | egal

services and the conmunity training
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wi Il help our residents navigate
i mm gration enforcenent chall enges.

As | said, Phil adel phia has
been since the tinme of abolition and
before a sanctuary city. It has
gi ven sanctuary to those who have
needed it. And so we have a culture
and a tradition in this city and we
need to continue that. And we
cannot all ow divisive voices to nove
us on this issue and division
anongst us when the humanity of us
need to rise to the top.

| thank you, Counci
President, for actually being -- for
your cul tural conpetency which al
of us nust exercise. M colleague
Curtis Jones al ready thanked you for
t hese dates that people use to break
their fast. These gestures tell us
that we are a, you know, a multi-
et hnic space here. And you doing
that signals to all of us that the

| eadershi p recogni zes that. And
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that's why | stand with all of you
to say we nust fight injustice where
we see it and we nust give people
due process.

So | thank you very much.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Jeffrey J. Young, Jr.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.  Thank
you, M. President.

| want to thank ny
col | eagues today for passing a
package of |egislation pertaining to
transportation safety in the 5th
Council District.

Si nce taking office as
chair of the Streets and Services
Comm ttee and vice chair
Transportation and Public Uilities,
transportati on safety has al ways
been a priority. So after comrunity
engagenent review of traffic studies

provi ded by the O fice of
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Transportation and Infrastructure
Systens, these | ocations were
identified as areas where bicycle

| anes coul d i nprove connectivity and
public safety with mninmal effect on
the quality of life.

So | understand how
controversial sone of the proposals
could be, but we want to nake sure
that safety and quality of life are
al ways at the forefront of what we
do here in the 5th Council District.
| ook forward to continuing to
enhance public saftey for all public
safety neasures for all in our city.
And, again, we're |looking to see
where W can have the nost m ni mal
effects on the quality of life for
nei ghbor s.

And there's a |lot of, you
know, Donald Trunp and Trunp
Adm ni stration bashing today so |I'm
going to keep up with that sane

spirit, sonmething | typically don't
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do. But as lawers, we're held to

t he hi ghest |egal, ethical and noral
standards. So | want to applaud the
Phi | adel phi a Bar Associ ation for

I ssuing a statenment condemni ng
recent attacks.

U.S. Marshal s have worn
federal judges of unusually high
threats as El on Musk and other Trunp
Adm nistration allies continually
di scredit judges calling them
corrupt. These attacks threaten
judicial independence and we cannot
all ow these attacks on the integrity
of judges just because they don't
rule in your favor.

|"mgoing to read the
statenment of the Phil adel phia Bar
Associ ation Chancel | or Katayun
Jaffari because | couldn't have said
It even better. You know, "W are
deeply concerned at the
unprecedent ed escal ati on of attacks

agai nst the federal judiciary by the
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current adm nistration and just | ast
week you know the attacks by the
president hinself against a private
law firmthat was retained by a
former special counsel. These
attacks have included calls for the
I npeachnment of Judges who have
stayed the enforcenent of executive
orders by the President and actions
by the President's Adm nistration
and called by the President and sone
nmenbers of Congress to restrict
judicial review in these cases.

"These actions of the Trunp
Adm nistration are directly in
conflict with the m ssion of our
associ ation and the val ues of our
pr of essi on, which include respect
for the rule of law, the inportance
of judicial independence and the
need to advance fair and equal
adm ni stration of justice.

"As judges and attorneys we

commt to supporting and defending
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the Constitution. No judge or
attorney shoul d fear personal or
professional retribution for the
rulings they nmake or the clients
whom t hey represent. These attacks
are al so dangerous in that they
erode a public trust in the justice
systemwhich is essential to the
ability to function effectively and
to our society as a whole.

Qur republic was founded
upon a system of checks and bal ances
to ensure that no single branch of
governnment coul d exercise unfettered
power. In the tradition and spirit
of the Phil adel phia | awer, the
Phi | adel phi a Bar Associ ati on stands
with the American Bar Association in
support of our federal Judiciary and
all attorneys representing their
clients in the pursuit of upholding
the judicial system”

| really think that we have

to, you know, take into
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consideration that the judiciary is
our | ast stance agai nst fascism of
Donald Trunp. Right, this is our

| ast stance. And if they continue
to try to erode our justice system
it's just to ensure that their
policies, their unconstitutional
policies can then be deened to be
constitutional.

When Donal d Trunp ran, he
ran for office to literally change
the face of this country. They
want to make sure that things that
we deemto be sacred to our republic
are no |onger sacred, so then they
can becone this dictatorship that he
wants to create here in Arerica. So
we have to keep standing up, we have
to keep fighting back and we have to
unite as a country, not just as
Denocrats, as a country to stand up
to this tyranny that Donald Trunp is
trying to reign over our nation.

So thank you,

Page 184

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 06/ 2025

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

Page 185

M. President, for allow ng ne that
time.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you very nuch.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | man Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:

Thank you, Counci
Pr esi dent .

First, | want to thank
Counci | mrenber Dr. N na Ahmad for her
resol ution today regarding the

I nportance of |egal representation.

(Latin speaking nessage to the community.)

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: |
always find it interesting that
peopl e feel confortable comng into
publ i c spaces and spewi ng hate. |
find it -- | find it surprising that
they can spew hate and then wal k out
before it's addressed.

It's starting to frustrate
me. And if you know that when | get

frustrated sonetines | can't contro
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nmy passion. And so, you know, with
all due respect, Council President,
when it happens again expect for ne
to respond to it. Because if we
don't put an end to hate in spaces
like this, people are going to
continue to feel enbol dened and
think that it is acceptable. Yes,
this is a space where everyone
shoul d be able to speak freely about
how they feel, but it needs to be
done respectful ly.

| mm grants contribute a | ot
to this city, to the Commonweal th
and to the nation. And it doesn't
matter how they got here, it doesn't
matter what the situation is. |If
they're -- if they're responsible
contributing citizens to our nation
then they should be allowed to be
anongst us and figure out how t hey
correct or becone |egal.

Not everyone has the

| uxuries of being able to pay the
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t housands of dollars that it costs
in a process that is difficult to
understand. And so | offer ny
office -- | said it in Spanish, |'m
happy to say it in English.

My office is available to
all of those famlies who are living
in our city regardl ess of whether
you live in the 7th Council D strict
or not please visit us. W wl|
connect you to those organizations
who provide | egal services or
resources so that you continue to
thrive in our city, so that you know
what your rights are.

But you cannot stop sending
your children to school, you cannot
stop visiting our businesses, you
cannot stop working, you cannot stop
going to places where you find food
to put on your table. W are here
to help. M office is here to help.
We're in 484 in Cty Hall and we are

at 4821 Frankford Avenue for those
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famlies who find thensel ves
confused or frustrated or afraid of
the | egal process.

| also want to share with
you that | had the opportunity to
visit Wellness Court yesterday and |
invite all of ny colleagues to visit
Wl | ness Court on Wednesdays at 3901
Wi t aker Avenue.

| had an opportunity to sit
back and watch the process. |
wat ched real conpassion and enpat hy
towards those who are actively
living in addiction. | watched the
amount of resources that they were
able to be connected to and | and |
was able to hear success stories in
that courtroom

| never had the opportunity
to neet Judge Lewandowski, but |
have to say that | have deep respect
for him because he's able to connect
wi th individuals who are struggling

in a way that |'ve never seen a
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Judge be able to connect with. And
there were people of all races in
that courtroomfromall wal ks of
life, nobst not originally from here.

And so that only confirns
to ne that while nmany don't agree,
the work that we're continuing to do
i n ny nei ghborhood is how we have to
do it.

| participated in a |ot of
neetings this week that also further
confirmed that individuals don't
want people like ne to do the work
that 1'mdoing in the Kensington
comuni ty because they don't want it
to nove into their comunity. | ask
you, what are you doing to protect
your conmunity? Wat are you doing
to respond to the need in your
comunity? Are you talking to your
resi dents and where i s your
conpassi on and enpat hy for those who
are struggling?

Happy to continue the
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conversation and to continue to work
to represent the residents of the
7th Council District because they

al so deserve quality of life. Thank

you.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. Very well said.
Counci | nenber | sai ah
Thonas.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS: CGood
afternoon, Council President.

| want to first thank ny
col | eague Counci | menber Brooks for
t he people that she recogni zed
today. | don't even know if you
know t his, Council nenber Brooks, but
Charl ene Sanuels and | used to work
together. W were colleagues in
another lifetime and |'ve watched
the amazing work that she's done,
both working for city governnent and
the non-profit sector. And she's a
pillar in the Logan community,

Logan-d ney section of the city of
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Phi | adel phia. So | just wanted to
commend her on that.

Today we passed a
resol ution around the Pennsyl vani a
Muni ci pal League, 125 years of
celebration. | want to thank
Counci | renber Brian O Neill, as well
as former Council menber Derek G een.

And for those of you who
don't know Counci | menber Brian
O Neill is alegend in the space of
Nati onal League of Cities. He's a
former president, he's a board
nmenber, and he's sonebody who
el ected officials all across the
country look to for advice, w sdom
and things of that capacity.

And every tine | go to the
Nat i onal Convention this past year
it was in Tanpa Bay, Brian's praises
are sung and he's al ways
representing Phil adel phia in a great
way. So thank you col | eague, we

appreci ate you.
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Two other things. So |
al so want to say thank you to
Counci | menber Majority Leader
G | nore- Ri chardson, Mnority Leader
Kendra Brooks, Council nenber Rue
Landau, our state partners and
everybody who stood together
concerning issues related to funding
for public education.

Simlar to nost people
still listening right now,
Counci | renber Lozada, your remarks
and ot her menbers remarks,
Counci | menber Ahmad, Counci |l nenber
Gaut hi er, Counci | menber O Rour ke,
you guys are on point today. And if
I could just add an attachnent to
the cooments that we've heard public
education is on the list of things
to be chopped.

When we | ook at the threat
that the recent conversation could
consist of if actualized for

children in the city of
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Phi | adel phia, this could be nore
detrinmental than the Corbett

Adm ni stration. And anybody know
about the cuts during a Corbett
Admi nini stration know that as of
yesterday we're still trying to
recover fromthose detrinenta
deci si ons.

So | pray, | hope and |
stand united with ny coll eagues in
Cty Council that wll continue to
fight for every child in the city of
Phi | adel phi a and across the
Commonweal th of Pennsylvania to
assure as Council nenber G | nore-

Ri chardson woul d say, no natter what
zip code you live in, you have
access to a quality education.

Last, but not | east,
Counci | President, today we voted to
approve the md year transfer. And
| want to say thank you to al
menbers of the Appropriation

Comm ttee, but especially our
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chai rman Counci | menber Mark Squill a.

In that md year
appropriation we had a | ot of
different things that we voted on,
but one of the things that | just
want to keep pushing is that we
voted to invest in 2026. And | know
it was some tough negotiations as it
relates to putting dollars and cents
into 2026, but here we are.

VWhile | am proud of sone of
the things that we are spending
noney on, | do have concerns about
ot her things that we're spending
noney on and |'m hoping that as we
transition into budget negotiations
listening to the Mayor's budget next
week, we could begin to see 2026 be
nore of a priority to the
adm ni stration, as well as to our
state partners and federal partners.
Because 50 years from now when fol ks
get ready for our uh two was that

woul d that be 2076, they're going to
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| ook back at 2026. They're not
goi ng to ask about what happened
during COVID, they're not going to
ask about votes that we've taken on
different issues that have a huge
I npact on the city of Phil adel phi a.

Just |ike we're | ooking
back on 1976 and 1876, they're going
to | ook back on 2026 and see if we
got it right. And I'd be damed if
["'msitting in Gty Council and we
get it wong. So | appreciate al
of ny coll eagues and the great work
that fol ks have done to advocate for
what we know will be a historic year
and | look forward to the work to
continue over the next couple nonths
as we indul ge in budget
negoti ati ons.

Thank you, Counci
President. And a special shout out
to you, Council President, because
we are about to start budget season

and | know that there have been a
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| ot of organizations talking about
transparency in the budget process
and | don't know what's nore
transparent than comng into your
nei ghbor hood and listening to you
tell us what you want us to spend
noney on, as well as what you don't.
So I'mlooking forward to not just
our in-council chanbers budget
negoti ations, but also listening to
the constituents across the city of
Phi | adel phia tell us what their
priorities are.

Thank you, Counci
Presi dent . Thank you, coll eagues.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you, Majority Wip
Thonas.

Rue Landau?

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU

Thank you, Counci
President. Thank you, coll eagues.

Today | introduced a

resol ution declaring March 2nd to
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8th as National Consuner Protection
Week, in the city of Phil adel phia.
The recent dismantling by the Trunp
Adm ni stration of the Consuner

Fi nanci al Protection Bureau has
ceased all nonitoring, ended

| awsui ts and cut staff making
consumers even nore susceptible to
scans and unscrupul ous practices.

The good news is that | ast
year Cty Council adopted the
consuner protection -- the city's
Consuner Protection ordi nance, which
| introduced with the Parker
Adm nistration and it enpowers the
city to legally protect consuners
t hr oughout Phi | adel phi a.

As the federal onsl aught
continues we nmust protect ourselves
at the local and state |evel.
Thankful |y we have resources in
pl ace, but | want to urge
Phi | adel phians to be alert for signs

of fraud and scans and cont act
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consuner . protecti on@hil a.gov or a
financi al counselor or a | egal
service provider if they believe
that they've been affected.

Anot her resol ution |
i ntroduced this week is for Teen
Tech Week, in the city of
Phi | adel phia. It's recognizing the
crucial role of digital literacy in
today's worl d.

As technol ogy continues to
evol ve and as we continue to fight
for what ny dreamis nmaking
Phi | adel phia the nost teen friendly
city in America, our teens nust have
the tools they need to navigate the
digital |andscape safely,
responsi bly and effectively.

Teen Tech Week underscores
our commtnment to closing the
digital divide and fostering
envi ronment where all young
Phi | adel phi ans can thrive in the

di gital age.
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|'d also Iike to recognize
and congratul ate Phil adel phia's own
Col eman Dom ngo on his second Oscar
nom nation for the film Sing Sing.
Col eman coul dn't be here today, he
Is going to cone soon and | wll
tell you all when he can be here,
but he's amazingly honored for this
recognition today in Council.

His portrayal of the
wrongful ly convicted Divine G who
spent nore than 25 years behind bars
iIs especially tinely as
Counci | renber O Rourke hearing this
week exam ned how we can reduce the
Phi | adel phia prison popul ati on,
provi de resources for those who were
i ncarcerated and ultimately cl ose
the Detention Center.

Born and raised in
Phi | adel phia in the 4th Council manic
District so Council man Jones was
very happy to be a prinme co-sponsor,

Col eman Dom ngo has conti nuously
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made our city proud through his
artistry and dedi cation and the
powerful stories he brings to life
on screen.

Hi s | eadi ng actor
nom nati on not only highlights his
I nense talent, but also serves as a
rem nder to everyone on this Counci
that our incarcerated individuals
are people with humanity and
dignity.

| watched Sing sing | ast
night and I cannot tell you the
connection that | felt between the
actors and those who were portraying
fol ks behind bars and the real life
fol ks behind bars. And the stories
we heard this week in Council man
O Rourke's hearings really
underscores that their |ife does not
end behind the walls. W have a
responsibility to serve them as nuch
as any other resident, if not nore,

since they need to be equipped with
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resources when they cone hone.

Thank you to Col enan for
bringing this story to life, for
maki ng Philly proud and
congratul ati ons.

And finally, 1'd like to
t hank Counci | menber Gaut hier, chair
of the Housing Committee for her
| eadership with partnering with ne
to introduce the proposed extension
to the lowincone real estate tax
freeze and the Revenue Depart nent
for their openness to extend the
deadl i ne so that nore househol ds can
si gn up.

Phi | adel phi ans are | eavi ng
noney on the table by letting this
freeze pass themby. W nust reach
them For those who may be
el igi ble, but who have not yet
signed up, there's now even nore
time. The goal is to get the
deadl i ne to Septenber 30th.

| f you neet the incone
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requi rements, you're eligible for
reduction to your real estate taxes
and a freeze so they won't go up
over tinme. Contact your
counci | menber, contact my office or
go to phila.gov to apply for this
essential tax relief.

Thank you very nuch,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you. Good worK.

Any ot her speeches from
menbers of the majority?

Heari ng none, the Chair
recogni zes Counci | mrenber Thomas for
a notion to adjourn.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:

Thank you, Counci
President. | nove that counci
stands adj ourned until next Thursday
March 13th, 2025 at 10: 00 a. m

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Seconded. It has been noved and

properly seconded that the counci
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stand adj ourned until Thursday,
March 13th, 2025 at 10: 00 a. m

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye. Aye. Those
opposed?

The ayes have it. The

notion carries. Thank you all very
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